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I. 

T T was only the word of a little child, a 
pleasant loving little fellow not eighteen 
months old ; but out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings we may learn lessons 
of heavenly wisdom. So it was here. The 
little fellow was standing by his mother's 
side after dinner, and he wanted a place on 
his mother's knee, and this was the way in 
which he asked for it. " Up high ! Up 
high 1 " And a mother's heart could easily 
interpret the wish of her little one, and soon 
fulfilled it, and the child was happy in the 
place he loved so well. 

But his word shall not be lost. It shall 
give a title to this gathering of words and 
thoughts which have been sent forth from 
year to year, and shall suggest a few addi- 
tional thoughts that may strengthen some 
pilgrim on life's journey. 
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Friend, ^' up high ! '^ though you may have 
fallen very low. Thank God, this is the great 
aim of the gospel. It is to lift up those that 
have fallen, and to raise up such as are bowed 
down. You may have fallen so deeply, that 
you may reckon yourself the very worst, and 
withal the one who can never possibly be 
restored. It may seem so to you, but the 
things which are impossible with man are 
possible with God. There is an arm that 
can reach you. There is a power that can 
take you clean out of the mire, and set your 
feet upon a high rock. I remember one who 
had become the slave of strong drink. But 
there was one who prayed much and fre- 
quently for her. So when I spoke to the 
woman, I did not despair; she received my 
visit kindly and thanked me. She could see 
I cared for her; for I did not blame her, or 
speak harshly to her, but I told her that I 
feared she had a great difficulty and wished 
to help her if I could. I shall never forget 
her next words. She was a tall, gaunt 
woman, and she stretched out her long 
brawny arm and her almost skeleton 
fingers, and pointing downwards she ex- 
claimed, '^I'm down there." 

" WeW, if you are," I said, ^' there is One 
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who goes down there to seek you and to save 
you and to lift you up, for * He is able to 
save to the uttermost/ His arm is long enough 
to reach even you, however deep down in 
the pit you may be at this moment/* 

I am not without hope that the woman 
was enabled to forsake her sin. I know 
she battled with it ; and when some months 
afterwards she passed to her account, I had 
some reason to hope that she died truly peni- 
tent for her sin, and trusting only in her 
Saviour, But be assured this hope is for 
you. There is an eye of mercy upon you ; 
there is a heart of mercy toward you ; there 
is an arm of mercy nigh to pluck you as a 
brand from the burning, to wrap you round 
with garments of righteousness and salvation, 
to subdue your iniquities, and to keep you 
from all temptation. Ah, there is an arm 
that can bring you out of the very depths of 
misery and sin, and can give you a place 
among the saints of the Most High. 

" Up high, up high I '* But how ? How 
shall you rise to peace and holiness ? 

First of all, stoop low; take the lowest 
place. The grand rule of Christ is never to 
be forgotten : '^ Every one that exalteth him- 
self shall be humbled, but \ve t}[\^X.\\>xa^^'Cxv 
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himself shall be exalted" (Luke xviii. 14, 
Rev, Version). Lift up thyself in pride if 
thou wilt, glory in self, glory in thine own 
wisdom, goodness, power, wealth, success, or 
what not J yet be assured, that though thou 
exalt thyself above the stars, and makest 
thyself as God, yet there is One who shall 
pluck thee thence, and thy glory shall be thy 
shame. But cast thyself down at the foot- 
stool of God's throne. Own thy poverty, 
thy weakness, thy sin. Be as a little child, 
attribute nothing to thyself but that which 
is amiss. Be lowly, poor in spirit, emptied 
of all thy boasted merit and worthiness. Then 
shall the Lord delight to raise thee up. He 
shall fulfil to thee His promise to dwell with 
the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones. He shall exalt thee in com- 
fort, in holiness, in blessing, or usefulness. 
He shall make thee to '^ shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, and as the stars for 
ever and ever.'* 

"Up high! up high!" Remember the 
child. He loved a mother's knee. Thou 
too shalt be as a little child on a parent's 
knee. Thou shalt abide very nigh to thy 
Father in heaven; thou shalt look up to 
Him and cry, " Abba, Father/' My Father 
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and my God, Reconciled through the 
precious blood, justified freely in Christ, thou 
shalt daily taste the comfort of a Father's 
loving care. Thou shalt know that He is 
ever with thee to guide thee, to teach- thee, 
and to supply thy every want. To live thus 
is to live '' up high,'^ as high as it is possible 
on earth. '' Truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ/* 
Oh, what a lift is this 1 For a sinful man to 
be brought close to God, to be brought to 
see him face to face, to speak with Him, and 
to hear His voice ! 



** So near, so very near to God, 
I cannot nearer be ; 
For in the person of His Son 
I am as near as He." 

Up high 1 up high I 

Look up and see Jesus at the right hand 
of God. Let thine eye be ever fixed on 
Him, and He shall draw thee by the mighty 
attraction of His grace and love. Thou 
shalt thus rise higher and higher, whilst ever 
beholding more and more thine own fail- 
ings and shortcomings. Thou shalt grow in 
knowledge and in grace, in holiness and 
peace, and in every Christian virtue. 

Whilst ever conscious of iVvvw^ t.iw^t.^&si^ 
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sinfulness, do not brood over thy mistakes, 
thy want of contrition, of faith, of love, but 
meditate on Him who is the fountain of life 
and the treasure-house of all spiritual bless- 
ings. Remember the superabundance of all 
good to be found in Him, and freely to be 
dispensed to thee according as thou lookest 
up to Him. When He was on earth, there 
was an overflowing of healing virtue, of 
provision for the hungry, of wine at the 
marriage feast. And is there less now that 
all power is in His hand as He sits at the 
right hand of the Father ? 

Then be ever looking unto Him, and 
opening thy mouth wide to Him that He 
may fill it. Thus lifted above thyself, thou 
shalt walk upon the high places of the earth 
until thou art with Him for evermore in 
His glorious kingdom. 



" Closer, dear Lord, to Thee, 
Closer to Thee, 
In sweet communion drawn, 

Oh, let me be I 
Earth's joys forgotten quite 
Whilst dwelling in the light, 
Closer, dear Lord, to Thee 

Closer to Thee. 
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Oh, let no cloud of sin 

'Twixt me and Thee, 
Aught of Thy brightness hide I 

But let me be 
Now on the mount's blest height^ 
Gazing on glory bright 
Till faith be lost in sight. 

Closer to Thee. 

So shall my walk below 

Glorify Thee, 
Till the glad moment come 

When I shall see, 
Not through a dai'kening glass 
Glimpses of glory pass. 
But view Thee face to face, 

Qoscr to Thee.** 
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II. 

CAN YOU SAY ''MY*'? 

A TRUE story of Christian effort is con- 
nected with this question. Some years 
ago, a lady was put into a pew occupied by 
a very godly London tradesman, who was 
ever seeking means to win souls for Christ. 
When the hymn was given out, he handed 
her a book. The hymn was that of Dr. 
Watts— 

** My God, the spring of all my joys, 
The life of my delights, 
The glory of my brightest da3rs, 
And comfort of my nights.*' 

As he passed the book where he had found 
the hymn, he underlined with his pencil the 
word "My," and very quietly said, "Can 
you say that ? " 

The question led to some conversation as 
they were leaving the church. It had not 
been put in vain. It led to a train of thought 
in the lady, through which she became much 
more earnest and decided for Christ than 
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previously. But the good did not stop here. 
The lady^s husband was an officer, and, 
through providential circumstances, they 
were at that time very straitened in means. 
From an invitation given that morning to 
the lady, her husband called during the week 
at the office of the tradesman, and the gift 
of a five-pound note was thankfully received. 
After this, an earnest word was spoken to 
the officer, who, up to that time, had been 
living without God. 

Years passed away, and the circumstances 
above narrated had been almost forgotten, 
when an urgent message was brought to the 
tradesman to visit a dying officer. It proved 
to te the very same to whom he had pre- 
viously shown kindness. The tall, hand- 
some officer, was now stretched upon his 
sick-bed, in the last stage of a painful disease. 
An inquiry was at once put to him as to 
his hope in Christ. It brought a clear and 
decisive answer. Death had no terrors, for 
he had sure peace and confidence through 
the Saviour^s blood. 

" Where did you learn this blessed truth ? " 
he was asked. 

** In your counting-house," was the reply. 

The old promise had fouxvd axvoXJcv^x VSS.- 
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filment. The bread cast upon the waters 
had been found after many days. Christian 
kindness and a faithful word had brought a 
soul to God. And now the officer, who had 
formerly been an utter stranger to the peace 
of the gospel, had found a Saviour's mercy, 
and died rejoicing in the Lord. 

But let me come back to the question. 
It touched the heart of one, and then inci- 
dentally became the means of blessing to 
the husband ; and, perchance, through the 
teaching of God's Holy Spirit, it may be a 
word in season to you. 

Can You say "My''? 

You read in Holy Scripture of glorious 
things that belong in sure possession to the 
people of God. They have a rich inheritance 
in the peace which Christ gives. They have 
an unfailing portion in the exceeding great 
and precious promises which are made to 
them, by virtue of their union with Him. 
They have a clear title to a home and an 
inheritance beyond the skies, which is incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
But can you say — "All this is mine: God 
hath made with me a sure covenant, and in 
that covenant it is all my own ? " 
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Look at that magnificent estate^ with its 
varying landscape, its sturdy oaks, its shaded 
avenues, its fair mansions, its gardens and 
green-houses filled with fruits and flowers 
brought from many a clime. But is it your 
own, or the property of a stranger ? Have 
you the title-deeds? Have you the right 
of access and the use of all that valuable 
property ? AH hangs upon this. With far 
different feelings do you regard it, if you 
can claim it all as your very own. 

Then ask yourself as to the inheritance of 
God^s promises now, and the rest and the 
kingdom that is yet to be made manifest. 
Can you say "My^^? Is it my portion, 
7ny hope, my home ? 

Or take another illustration. 

In the town or neighbourhood where you 
live, it may be, there is one whose worth is 
appreciated by all who know him. His life 
is a very pattern of genuine integrity and 
benevolence. At home and abro9,d he is 
beloved wherever his character is known. 
He is accessible to the very poorest who need 
his aid, and his abundant wealth and wise 
counsel are freely given for the relief of 
misery and want and sorrow. 

But do you know him? 1% Vv^ ^ v^^"^ 
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relation, a brother, a father ? Is be a friend 
with whom you are intimate ? 

Far, far greater is the pleasure you have 
in seeing him, if there be a close link 
between you; if you can say. He is my 
friend, my brother, my father, the one who 
loves me, and whom I love best in all the 
world. 

Apply this to higher matters. 

Where is one like the God of love, the 
God of all comfort, the Father of mercies^ 
whose righteousness is like the strong moun- 
tains, whose loving-kindness is higher than 
the heavens, who is just and faithful and 
true in all His ways? 

Where is one like the Lord Jesus, the 
loving Redeemer, the Friend of sinners, the 
Brother born for adversity, whose heart is a 
fount of sympathy, and whose life was spent 
in doing good ? 

But can you look up to the heavens and 
say, " This God is my God, my Father, my 
Guide, my Rock ? ^^ 

Can you claim Christ as one to whom you 
are bound in the bonds of eternal love? A 
child in a national school was once told to 
write out what she could about the life of 
Christ She did not seem able to write out 
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much of His history^ but she wrote down 
the words — 

'^ He is ray very own Saviour/^ 

She was able to say *^My," and thus, 
though young, she tasted that the Lord was 
gracious. 

Can you say, He is my Saviour and my 
Friend? Can you say, "I know that my 
Redeemer liveth ? ^^ 

Perhaps nowhere do we see the value of 
this short pronoun ^^ My '* more than in the 
Book of Psalms. 

David seems, so to speak, to revel in the 
joy of appropriation. He delights to repeat 
again and again the glad thought, that he 
could go to God as his own God. '^ This 
God is our God for ever and ever.*' '^ God, 
even our own God, shall give us His blessing.*' 

More than forty times do we find him 
using this expressive ^^JWy" with regard to 
the God he loved. 

Take, as an example, his words in Ps. 
xviii. — ^'I will love Thee, O Lord, my 
strength. The Lord is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my 
strength, in whom I will trust 5 my buckler, 
and the horn of my salvation, and my high 
tower.'* 



14 Can you say ^^My^' ? 

But there is one other passage in which 
this little word " My '' is used, which, as it 
seems to me, brings to many a soul unutter- 
able joy and peace. 

It is a passage full of the marrow of gospel 
truth, and brings near to the trembling, 
troubled spirit the sweetest consolations of 
the Saviour's love. It is one of the scriptures 
we learn in our childhood, and yet it never 
seems more precious to a Christian than 
when he draws near to lifers close. It sounds 
in the heart like the everlasting chimes of 
the temple above, and yet soothes every fear 
and scatters every doubt that weighs upon 
the mind here below. 

But pause a moment. Before I quote it, 
I would present a contrast. Passing through 
the busy throng of men, and catching up the 
spirit that is abroad, not seldom we hear a 
voice that speaks on this wise: "No longer 
do I believe as once I did. To me every- 
thing has become shadowy and uncertain. 
You tell me of God, but I know not if there 
be a God, for how can I believe what I have 
never seen ? You tell me of a Saviour, but 
Jesus of Nazareth died centuries ago, and I 
do not believe in His resurrection. You tell 
me of prayer, but to me it is only an empty 
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name. There is none to hear or regard? 
at least, we can never tell that prayer goes 
beyond the place where it is uttered. All I 
know is that I see. Life, its advantages, its 
wealth, its pleasures — these I can see and 
realise. All beyond is to me a dream. I 
will make the most of the present, and leave 
the future till I know what it will bring.** 

Ah, terrible thought ! Here is desolation 
indeed! To know no God, no Father in 
heaven, no Saviour, no Mercy-seat, no Home 
beyond the grave — alas for those who have 
thus made shipwreck of their faith ! This 
world, full of change, sorrow, and suffering, 
cares and ftars, sighs and tears, open graves 
and mourning households, round about us 
on every side; we ourselves carried forward 
irresistibly by the rapid stream of time; and 
to have no stay, no staff of promise, no rest- 
ing-place, no bright star of hope to cheer 
the darkness — who can bear the thought? 
Believe it ! If by unbelief thou art separated 
from the Father and the Son, the hour must 
come when thy spirit shall feel itself father- 
less, friendless, hopeless, and none shall fill 
that awful void ! 

But, thank God, there is another voice. 
It carries with it its own testimoaY^ fa^ vl\% 
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the voice of eternal truths and it brings to the 
hearts of the children of men true rest and 
gladness, and a song and a hope that faileth 
never. All through the past centuries has 
it been sounding wherever man hath been 
taught of God. It is sounding to-day in ten 
thousand humble, trustful souls. Hearken 
to its sweet melody, and, through the good 
Spirit, may it awaken an echo and a response 
within : 

"The Lord is my Shepherd ; I shall 
NOT WANT. He maketh me to lie down 

IN GREEN pastures: He LEADETH ME 
beside the STILL WATERS. He RE- 

storeth my soul : He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his 
Name's sake. Yea, thoucrh I walk throuo-h 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil : for Thou art with me ; Thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me " (Ps. xxiii. 

1-4.) 

Oh, the everlasting consolation that is the 

portion of those who can catch this strain of 

celestial music ! Oh, the untold bliss wrapped 

up in the thought of the shepherd-care of 

the Lord Jesus, and of a love ever unfolding 

some new joy both here and hereafter ! 

Ltd us think of it. It will strengthen our 
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faith if we be His. It may show us our 
unspeakable loss if we forsake His fold. 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — Then hath 
He loved me with an everlasting love, and 
that love will endure evermore. Those 
wondrous fires in the sun, of which astro- 
nomy tells us — burning on with such in- 
tensity these thousands of years^ and still to 
this day there is no cessation and no diminu- 
tion of the heat they give — are they not an 
emblem of His love, which never grows cold, 
and which will still abide when yon blazing 
orb shall for ever have ceased to shine ? 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — Then the 
infinite benefits of His sacrifice and death 
are all my own. The good Shepherd laid 
down His life for the sheep, and now He 
cleanses every one of them in the blood He 
shed.- By virtue of His death He bestows 
pardon and peace, life and hope, and full 
salvation; and all are mine, for He is mine, 
and I am His. 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — Then 
may I praise Him that He hath sought and 
found the wanderer. Once I was far astrav. 
I cared neither for the Shepherd nor His 
fold. But He tracked my steps over the 
barren mountain and the dteax^ ^^^\a^ ?ceA 
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laid me on His shoulder, and brought me to 
His fold rejoicing. 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — ^Then He 
will provide for every need. I shall not want. 
— " Green pastures^' and " still waters " there 
are to which he will lead. What is truly 
good for the present, what is eternally good 
and will minister to my salvation and 
preparation for His kingdom, He will not 
fail to bestow. Two ministering angels shall 
follow me all my days — ** goodness'^ to 
supply every want, and " mercy '^ to comfort 
in every woe, and cover every sin. *' Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life." 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — Then will 
He lead me and guide me. He will give 
me counsel through His Word and by His 
Spirit. He will direct me by His providence. 
He will fetch me back when I turn aside, 
and will lead me forth in the right way — 
even " in the paths of righteousness for His 
Name's sake." 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — Then will 
He be ever with me. The Shepherd abides 
with His flock by night and by day, and 
especially in the dark hours of the night 
when danger is at hand. Thus my SK^nherd 
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is ever near, close by to succour and to help 
me. He knows my sorrows, my fears, my 
difficulties, and He will bring me through 
them all. When the end is nigh, and life 
is over, still I need not be afraid. 

'^Though 1 walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
Thou art with me. Thy rod and Thy staff 
they comfort me.'* 

The Lord is my Shepherd. — Then I 
will think of His blessed fold above. 

The flock He has tended here shall see 
His face, and adore Him with sonss of 
praise for evermore. My happiness begins 
here, but there the cup will be full. As 
once an old Christian put it to me : *' I 
have two heavens — Christ with me on my 
bed of suffering; Christ waiting for me in 
His kingdom above/' 

" Yes I our Shepherd leads with gentle hand, 
Through the dark pilgrim land, 
His flock, so dearly bought, 
So long and fondly sought. 

Hallelujah 1 

When in clouds and mist the weak ones stray, 
He shows again the way. 
And points to them afar 
A bright and ^{uiding star. 

HalleluialiV 
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Tenderly He watches from on high 
With an unwearied eye ; 
He comforts and sustains. 
In all their fears and pains. 

Hallelujah ! 

Through the parch'd dreary desert He will guide 
To the green fountain-side, 
Through the dark stormy night, 
To a calm land of light. 

Hallelujah ! 

Yes ! His * little flock * are ne*er forgot, 
His mercy changes not ; 
Our home is safe above 
Within His arms of love. 

Hallelujah ! " 

But we come back lo the old question — 
Can you say " My " ? All this blessedness, 
all this hope and joy, rests upon this one 
thing. There must be the appropriating 
fkith. There must be the personal grasp of 
the benefit. The Psalmist saith not, " The 
Lord is a Shepherd/^ or '* The Lord is the 
Shepherd/' but the whole help, grace, and 
consolation which the Psalm brings rest on 
the word " My ^' — " The Lord is my Shep- 
herd/' Nothing less than this brings the 
comfort nigh to any soul. Is He indeed 
your Shepherd ? You have gone astray into 
devious paths, but have you come back^ 
Have you returned to Him as the Shepherd 
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and Bishop of your soul? Have you humbly 
acknowledged your backslidings and trans- 
gressions, and committed your soul to His 
shepherd-care? Day by day is this the 
yearning desire of your heart — " Lord Jesus, 
I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost. 
Oh, seek Thy servant, keep Thy servant, 
that I never leave Thee more." Do you 
know Him as one who is more precious to 
you than any earthly friend ? Do you go 
to His door? Do you knock at His mercy- 
gate ? Do you tell Him your sins and your 
sorrows ? Do you find a pleasure in fellow- 
ship and communion with Him ? 

All other knowledge is in vain to give 
true peace. All else is in vain to sanctify 
and to save the soul. '' This is life eternal, 
to know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast sent/* 

Do you know Him indeed ? 

It is said of Christ's sheep, that they 
are all marked in the ear and in the foot. 
They hear His voice and follow His foot- 
steps. Have you these marks? 

Do you hear His voice? He speaks 
through His Word. He speaks through His 
ministers. He speaks through the order- 
ings of His providence. He aip^aka vVvxciw^ 
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the conscience, and through the secret 
whisperings of His Spirit. Do you listen? 
Do you hearken to the least intimations of 
His will ? Like Mary at Bethany, do you 
sit daily at His footstool, and search into 
His Word, and pray for the teaching of His 
Spirit ? 

Again, do you follow His steps? In 
meekness and lowliness, in obedience and 
submission to a Father's will, in zeal for 
His glory, and in active efforts to win back 
the souls of the perishing, do you copy His 
holy example ? Do you follow Him to the 
temple courts, to the home of sorrow, to 
Gethsemane and Calvary? I mean, do you 
delight in the sanctuary? Do you visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction ? 
Do you oft frequent the garden of prayer ? 
Do you take up your cross, and deny your- 
self for His sake ? Through His Spirit, do 
you walk, even as He walked? In this 
way you may discover whether Christ is 
indeed your own, whether you be one of 
His little flock, and whether in the depth of 
your heart you can say, *^ The Lord is my 
Shepherd/' 

In the crisis of men's history, in the hour 
when SL vast eternity lies before them in all 
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its appalling reality^ what a contrast is there 
between those who know the Saviour, and 
those who know Him not. A short time 
ago I was reading a narrative of the Penin- 
sular war. A dying soldier was carried 
from the battlefield, and was laid under 
a tree, whilst hid comrades went back to 
fight. An officer rode past the spot, and 
pulled up when he saw the man bleeding to 
death. 

" Is there no message I can carry to your 
wife or children at home ? *^ he asked. 

" Yes — knapsack — book,'^ the dying man 
just gasped. ^'Read John xiv., 27 th verse.'* 

With difficulty the officer found the verse, 
for he was not one accustomed to read the 
Scriptures. At length he read it — ** Peace 
I leave with you. My peace I give unto 
you : not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you." 

A radiant smile was seen on the soldier's 
face* " There, that is what I want. I have 
peace, I am going home. My Saviour is 
waiting for me." 

Astonished at words he could not under- 
stand, the officer threw down the Bible, got 
into his saddle, and rushed back into the 
thick of the battle. 
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An hour afterwards, the officer was car- 
ried ofi'the field of battle himself, mortally 
wounded. He never spoke until he was 
carried past the tree where the soldier was 
now lying dead. He recalled the words the 
soldier had spoken. Passing his hand over 
his forehead, he exclaimed, *' I have no Bible, 
I have no peace, I have no Saviour waiting 
for me." 

This book may fall into the hands of some 
one who is yet without Christ, without God, 
and without hope in the world. And yet 
Christ is inviting you to come to Him. By 
this message He calls to you to come and 
find all the joy of His salvation. He is 
still, as the Good Shepherd, seeking you, 
and ready to bear you on His shoulder to 
the fold. The old promise stands good to 
this very hour, '* Him that cometh unto 
Me, I will in no wise cast out." 

Will you not come to Him ? Will you 
not turn your face toward the fold and ask 
Him to restore you ? Will you not come 
now, come to-day, come this very hour, 
without one moment's delay ? 

Is it not better to be on the safe side ? Is 
it not wise to be prepared for whatever may 
lie before you ? Can it bring anything but 
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the truest peace, and everlasting security 
from this day, to have Christ as your Shep- 
herd and your Friend ? 

But why such urgency ? Why such cause 
of haste ? I will give you seven short reasons 
why I would counsel you to come to Christ 
without delay, and thus to ensure all the 
benefits of His salvation. 

1. Vou have a precious jewel that you may 

lose^ and if you do, are you not urutotu for 
ever? 

"What shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul ? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul ? " 

2. You carry a HEAVY burden. Will it not sink 

you to perdition if it be not speedily removed 1 

" Mine iniquities are gone over my head : 

as a heavy burden they are too heavy for me." 

3. You suffer from a fatal disease. Who can 

heal you but the good Physician f 

" The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked ; who can know it ? '* 
" Lust when it hath conceived bringeth 

forth sin, and sin when it is finished bringeth 

forth death." 

4. There lies before you a PERILOUS JOURNEY ; 
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andeiumies surround you on every side. Do 

you not need a Protector and a Guide f 
" Pilgrims and strangers upon earth." 
" Your Adversary, the Devil, as a roaring 

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 

devour." 

5. Dark clouds are on the horizon. Do you not 

need a Shelter and a Hiding-place f 

'^ Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly 

upward." 

"Man that is born of woman is of few 

days and full of trouble." 

6. A DEEP River is to be crossed. Shall you not 

need a friendly Hand ? " How wilt thou do 
in the swellings of Jordan ? " 

"There is but a step between me and 
death." 

7. A Day of Assize is coming on^ shall you not 

need an Advocate f 

"It is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after that the judgment." 

" We must all stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ." 

And if you never come to Christ, what a 
double condemnation will be yours ! Think 
of the times you have been in the house of 
God. Think of the sermons you have heard, 
the hymns you have sung, the prayers offered 
in your presence. Think of the various 
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Ministers and Pastors who have pleaded 
with you in Christ's Name. Think of the 
times without number you have read and 
heard the Word of God. And shall it all 
he in vain ? Shall all these rise up hereafter 
to condemn you? Shall every clergyman 
who has brought you a message from God 
he a witness against you? Shall every 
Christian book and tract you have had in 
your hand be remembered to add to your 
remorse ? 

Oh, sad and bitter cry ? The harvest is 
pasty the summer is ended^ and I am not 
saved. Once everything promised fair for 
my salvation. I had many opportunities 
and great privileges. I mingled with the 
Lord's own people, and I was often almost 
persuaded to give myself to Him. But now, 
all is over. The time has passed by. The 
door is shut. I must hear now the awful 
word of the Judge, whose love I have slighted 
and refused — *' Depart from Me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels/' 

But the Saviour lingers still. For you 
who read these words the harvest is not past, 
nor the summer ended, nor the door closed. 
All is favourable^ if only now yo\\m\\t^X.>\\\v. 
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Then once more I bid thee come. Whoso- 
ever thou art, whatsoever thou art, come to 
thy Saviour. O Holy Spirit, be Thou our 
Teacher, Awaken every unsaved soul ! Turn 
the heart of each reader who is yet a stranger 
to God. Bring each one back to the one 
great Shepherd, that each may say in humble 
faith — " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want." 



" Return, return ! 
From all thy crooked ways ; 
Jesus will save the lost, 
The fallen He can raise. 
Look to Hini| who beckons thee 
From the Cross so lovingly. 
See His gracious arms extended, 
Fear not to seek shelter there, 
Where no grief is unbefriended, 
Where no sinner need despair. 

Return, return ! 
To thy long-suffering Lord ; 
Fear not to seek His grace. 
To trust His faithful word ; 
Yield to Him thy weary heart. 
He can heal its keenest smart. 
He can soothe the deepest sorrow, 
Wash the blackest guilt away ; 
Then delay not till to-morrow. 
Seek His offered gifts to-day. 
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Return, return ! 
From all thy wanderings, home I 
From vanity and toil 
To rest and substance come. 
Come to truth from error's night. 
Come from darkness unto light, 
Come from death to life undying. 
From a fallen earth to heaven ; 
Now the accepted time is flying. 
Haste to take what God has given. 



*» 
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III, 
"DO IT NOW!" 

"WES, this very day. Not by-and-by, not 
next month, not next week, not even 
to-morrow, but now^ to-day, before the sands 
of time have run any longer, do it now. 

But what shall I do? What is it about 
which I must be in such haste? 

Wait a while, and I will tell vou. But 
first you may like to know where this motto 
came from. I only met with it quite lately, 
and its history makes it the more valuable, 
excellent as it is in itself, 

A short time ago in Bombay there was a 
faithful and devoted American missionarv* 



His father and his wife's father were mis- 
sionaries before him ; and at that time to 
which I refer, husband and wife were hard 
at work from morning to night, amongst 
Jews as well as heathen, making it their 
meat and drink to do the Master's will. 
A friend who saw their work noticed two 
mottoes on the walls of their sitting- 
room, both of which thev were living out 
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day by day. '^Simply to thy Cross 
I cling'' was one; and this that I have 
chosen as a message for this chapter was 
the other — " Do it Now. " 

"Po it Now/* I like this motto, be- 
cause it has such a practical ring about it. 
What is to be done must be done at once, 
or it will never be done at all. To quote a 
few lines of capital common-sense given in 
the narrative* where I found this motto — 
'*I expect to pass through this world but 
once; if therefore there be any kindness I 
can show, or any good thing I can do, to 
any fellow human being, let me do it now ; 
let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not 
pass this way again." 

"Do IT Now." "But what does this 
mean for me ? " *^ What must I do ? " 

This depends upon another question. 
What have you done hitherto? What 
have you been? What is your present 
position ? Are you on the Lord's side, or 
are you far from Him? Are you on the 
way to Zion, or is your back turned on the 
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better land, and your face toward sin and 
the world ? 

I must have a few words with those who 
are on the wrong tack. It is quite possible 
that some who may take up this little book 
may be treading very dangerous paths. A 
few months ago a large illustrated bill was 
on our walls. It announced a certain play 
to be performed at the theatre, and was 
headed, " The Road to ruin" Right in the 
foreground was a deep, black pit, '' Ruin^' 
was written upon it. Just above was a 
coach with four horses rushing down a steep 
hill. The name of the coach was '' Destruc- 
tion.^' The two lamps were " Passion " and 
'' Prodigality" '' Virtue '* and " Prudence " 
lie prostrate in the path, and " IVisdom '* 
cries in vain of impending danger. 

I will not stay to prove that in too many 
cases the theatre itself is the road to ruin, 
though I believe most assuredly this to be 
the case. But in any case the history of 
many, especially in early life, is precisely 
that set before us in this picture. Mainly 
through drink, gambling, immorality, or 
neglect of Sunday, thousands hurry along 
swiftly the downward course. All thought 
of Tight and wrong, of regard for the good 
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of man or the will of God, is cast to the 
winds. Every consideration as to the com- 
fort and peace of future years, as to the wel- 
fare of parent or wife or child, is lost in the 
desire for self-indulgence. Youth must have 
its fling; shillings and sovereigns and bank- 
notes must be cast into the yawning gulf of 
waste, luxury^ or of a half-mad determination 
to get rich by billiards, or betting. Even 
honesty, truth, and a good name must yield 
in the struggle. No entreaties of those who 
were once most loved will stay the prodigal's 
footstep. No voice from above, no call of 
a merciful Redeemer, can arrest him for a 
moment. 

If any such should read these words, once 
more I would appeal to you ere it is too late. 
There are yet a few steps, perhaps but a very 
few, ere the gulf is reached. But stop! 
Think I Turn ye, turn ye, from this perilous 
road. Consider your ways. See, whither 
are you going ? Is it to a prison ? A work- 
house? An asylum? A grave? A hell? 
Ah, brother, sister, why so fast ? Why so 
bent on binding yourself fast with the chains 
of misery, corruption, remorse ? Turn back 
at once. Make haste. Not one step more. 
*'Do IT Now/' Awake to righteousness. 

c 
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Castoffthe works of darkness. Fly for help, 
salvation, pardon, to the mighty Redeemer. 
Fall on thy knees. No more parleying with 
the tempter. 

Come now to Jesus. Trust thy soul to 
Him. He can save, and save to the uttermost, 
those who come to God by Him. 

But there are others who are going to the 
same end, but by a quieter road. On London 
Bridge you find three streams going in the 
same direction. There is the quick traffic, 
and the slow traffic, and the foot-passengers. 
They are all going the same way, but at 
various rates. It is so in the broad path. 
There is the *^ quick traffic,'^ — open sinners, 
gross offenders, those that glory in their 
shame, or at least who know no control: 
the intemperate, the Sabbath- breaker, the 
profligate, the harlot, the fraudulent, and 
many others. But there are those who 
despise such, and yet are as far from Heaven. 
** There is a generation that are pure in their 
own eyes, and yet is not washed from their 
filthiness.'^ *^ There is a way that seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death." 

. What shall I say of one who is found 
Sunday by Sunday in his pew at church, but 
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has a stiff knee, never bending it in prayer 
in his own chamber? 

What shall I say of one who acts only from 
worldly motives, and never strives to please 
or glorify God ? 

What shall I say of the one who is swayed 
by pride and self-conceit, and knows nothing 
of the meekness and lowliness of Christ? 
Or of the one whose sole aim is to accumulate 
wealth? Or of the one who is kind and 
amiable, but knows nothing of Christ's love ? 
Or of the one whose religion is all trusting in 
self, and where there is no true contrition 
or reliance on the precious blood of Christ? 

The Word of God gives no uncertain 
sound as to such. ** Ye must be born again/* 
*' If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His." " Except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter the kingdom of heaven/^ *'No 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ/* 

. Believe me, if you be such as I have de- 
scribed, you have no part or lot in Christ's 
salvation. You may be very religious in 
your own way; you may try to compound 
with conscience, by performing certain ^aru 
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of your duty, in the hope that this will make 
up for your neglect of the rest, but it will 
come to nought. You will stand on the 
same platform as the men and women whom 
you scorn for their ungodliness. Unless 
renewed by Christ^s Spirit, washed in His 
blood, walking in His footsteps, and living 
for His glory, you will be found without the 
wedding garment, and be cast into outer 
darkness. 

Therefore, I have a call for you. Come 
down from your pedestal of self-satisfaction. 
Open your eyes to see your sins. Look into 
your own heart, and search out the traitors 
that are lurking there. Let the Pharisee 
become the publican, and the Laodicean 
acknowledge that he is '* wretched and poor, 
and blind and naked.^^ Come and take your 
place at the Saviour's footstool, side by side 
with those who have been aforetime the 
most abandoned and depraved. And do it 
NOW. The testing-time is near at hand. 
The day of grace is only for a short season. 
Soon the curtain will drop. Life's stage 
you will tread no more. On what you are 
now as in the sight of God will depend what 
you will abide for ever in the great eternity 
before you. 
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Come one, come all, and partake of God^s 
favour and peace, which is offered you in 
Christ. Whatever you have been, moral or 
immoral, a Nicodemus or a Zaccheus^ a 
Nathanael or a Matthew, come humbly to 
the great Messiah, and receive all the hopes 
and consolations of His gospel. I have 
thought of something like a contrast to 
''The Road to Ruin.*' I will call it "The 
Road to Glory:' 

I see a coach mounting a hill. Straight 
in front lie the gates of the Celestial City. 
Amongst the passengers bright hope glistens 
in every eye, as one after another the mile- 
stones are left behind. The two lamps are 
God's IVord and a Single Eye, Steadfast 
Faith is the driver, and JVatchfulness the 
guard. Virtue and Prudence stand by, and 
Wisdom speaks in words of encouragement, — 
"Go forward. All right. A welcome awaits 
you in the City.*' The coach is named " The 
Glorious Gospel,^' and all its passengers are 
carried safely to their journey's end. 

Have you taken your place? Are you 
thus on your way to the "city which hath 
foundations ? *' If not, why do you delay ? 
Why not to-day make sure of your seat, 
and press onward to the goal ? 
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^^ Do it now.'* Forsake the evil and 
embrace the good. " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ/' and confess Him by lip and 
life. "Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.'^ "AH 
things are now ready.^^ The Father is ready 
to welcome you with open arms. The 
Saviour is ready to cleanse you from all 
guilt. The Spirit is ready to renew and 
sanctify you. The angels are ready to 
rejoice over you. Believers are ready to 
mingle their songs with the angels for 
another wanderer brought nigh. Do not 
lose the golden opportunity. Do not hang 
back when life and joy are within your 
reach. 

" Come, then, whoever will, 

Come while 'tis called To-day ; 
Seek ye the Saviour's cleansing blood- 
Repent, believe, obey." 

" Do it now" This motto has its mes- 
sage for the child of God. You remember 
Abraham. To him was given about the 
hardest command it is possible to conceive. 
He was bidden to take his son, his only son 
Isaac, and offer him up for a sacrifice on a 
mountain that God would tell him of. In 
this case the spirit of this motto was carried 



" Do it Now !^' 39 

out. He said nothing to Sarah or to any 
one^ but at once set out to do as God bade 
him. He rose up early in the morning. 
He never wavered or delayed, but went 
straight on to do God's will, till the angel 
called to him a second time, and bade him 
stay his hand. 

You remember, too, Matthew at the 
receipt of custom. Christ called him. He 
said, " Follow Me.'^ So Matthew left his 
money-bags and his books in other hands, 
and immediately followed the Saviour. It 
is no less the Christian's duty now to obey 
cheerfully, readily, and without delay. 
Whatever command, whatever precept He 
gives, whatever duty He lays upon your 
conscience, whatever self-denial you may be 
called upon to exercise, do not wait and 
consider, do not delay till some future time, 
but go and fulfil God's will. ^' Do it now.'' 
As swift as Gabriel before the throne, with 
zeal, alacrity, and full purpose of heart, 
hearken to the loving voice that calls you 
forth to serve the great King. 

There may be deeds of kindness, purposes 
of good, that you have determined in some 
way to perform hereafter, but possibly there 
is a better way of doing them. A lady of 
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small means^ but of hearty interest in the 
spread of Christ's kingdom^ put into my 
charge a ten-pound note, wishing me to 
give it anonymously for the Church Mis- 
sionary Society. She had intended to leave 
it in her will, but she thought it best to 
*' Do it now*' She would have the comfort 
while she lived that this money was being 
used for the Master's glory. 

Here is an excellent way of carrying out 
this motto. Possibly you have some con- 
siderable property. You intend to leave a 
hundred or a thousand pounds, or even 
more, to some of our excellent societies. 
But why not "Jo it nowP' It may diminish 
your income by some trifling amount^ but it 
will be bearing capital interest. It will be 
doing good, so that you yourself may rejoice 
in its blessed fruits. You may follow the 
work with your prayers, so that it may be 
doubly owned and prospered of God. If 
only a few of God's servants who have 
wealth committed to their charge would act 
in this way, what good work might result ! 
What pastors might be sent to overgrown, 
parishes ; what mission rooms and churches 
might be built ; what Christian schools 
might be inaugurated, where many of our 
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middle-class children might be taught the 
pure truth of the Gospel, and be saved from 
the Jesuit and semi-Romish institutions that 
are filling our land. I am sure it is a good 
hint. Is there any reader that might follow 
it ? Only " what thou doest, do quickly." 
*' Do it now." 

^' Do it now" One special duty I would 
first speak of. 

A few years ago a young man was shown 
into my study. He had come for a few 
words of counsel, "To-day is my birth- 
day/' he said, " and I want to give myself 
afresh to God. Will you give me a little 
help ? " I did what I could. I pointed out 
to him a few passages of Scripture. I 
reminded him that the free forgiveness of 
sin was the great preliminary to all fruitful 
service, and that the Holy Spirit alone could 
supply the strength he needed. I knelt and 
prayed with him that God would make it 
the holiest and happiest and most useful 
year he had ever spent. 

Now it seems to me that again and again 
special seasons of the kind speak to us: It 
may be a birthday or a New Year's Day or 
the anniversary of some special day of 
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blessing. Such seasons return and call for 
fresh, unreserved surrender to the Lord's 
service. Think of the mercies of the past; 
think of the opportunities for gaining good 
granted to you ; think of the promise of all- 
sufficient grace which is given you in Christ; 
think of the uncertainty that hangs over the 
future: then go into the Lord's presence, 
yield up yourself^ body and soul, to glorify 
Him. Ask Him to use in His service 
whatever powers or talents He has bestowed 
upon you. Give all to Him who gave all 
to you. Keep back not one whit, but 
rejoice in laying at His feet the least and 
the greatest gift in your possession. And 
^^ do it nowJ*^ At this very time let your 
steadfast purpose be recorded in Heaven, 
that you desire with your whole heart to 
give yourself and your life to God. 

** O Lord, Thy heavenly grace impart. 
And fix my frail, inconstant heart ; 
Henceforth my chief desire shall be 
To dedicate myself to Thee, 

To Thee, my God, to Thee. 

Renouncing every worldly thing, 
Safe 'neath the covert of Thy wing, 
My sweetest thought henceforth shall be 
That all I want I find in Thee, 

In Thee, my God, in Thee." 
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But after this self-surrender, the motto still 
may follow you. All through the year, 
every day, every hour, every moment, there 
still comes the message, "Do it nowJ^ The 
living sacrifice has to be daily renewed, and 
to be daily manifested in every part of our 
Christian life. 

A thousand temptations are sure to meet 
us, and each bids us withhold some tribute 
we owe to our King. Common everyday 
duties will strive to hinder us in prayer, the 
opposition or unreasonableness of those about 
us will try the temper, the desire for some 
earthly thing will come to draw the heart 
from God, trials and sorrows will be readv 
to close our lips in praise, but amidst all 
we must hear and obey the voice of the 
Good Shepherd. Whatever He commands, 
hearken and keep it. "Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it." And " do it now!^ 
" Pray without ceasing.^' " Search the 
Scriptures." " In everything give thanks." 
"Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called.'* "Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." *'Love as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous," '^Look not every man on 
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his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others." ''Be not conformed to 
this world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your minds." " Be ye followers 
of God, as dear children, and walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us/* ^' If any 
man will come after Me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross dailv, and follow 
Me." 

You want continually to be mindful of 
such precepts as these. Get them engraven 
on your heart by the Spirit. See how per- 
fectly Christ exemplified every virtue which 
they demand. And then, as one or another 
comes home to you, as the necessities of life 
suggest, be ever ready to fulfil it. Or if 
you feel it far beyond you, if the strain for 
the moment seems too great, look down 
and look up. Look down in consciousness 
of your own utter inability, but look up- 
ward in full reliance upon the strength of 
Jesus. 

" I think I know what is the meaning of 
that verse, ' I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me,^ " said a 
little girl very dear to me, who had learnt 
to love the Saviour, and who shortly after- 
wards was called home. '' So many things 
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come in the day which I feel I cannot do 
right, and then I say, ' Lord, help me,' and 
then I can do them better." 

Thus each day depend on Jesus for each 
day's special need. Live by the day. What- 
ever is your present duty, do it, and do it 
nowy and leave the morrow in the hand of 
God, It was Luther's saying — 

" Mortals, cease from care and sorrow, 
God provideth for the morrow." 

" Do it now" There are two further 
applications of this motto I desire to make 
before I leave it. 

Possibly some reader may have had at 
times a gentle twinge of conscience as to 
Eome matter which you have been putting 
off to a more convenient season. It ought 
to be done, but it goes against the grain. 
It involves special self-denial. It requires 
more sustained effort than you like to make. 
It may be commencing family prayer. It 
may be arranging to come to a week-day 
service, or offering your help for some paro- 
chial work. It may be reproving some sin 
which often comes before you, or looking 
after a child for which in some way you 
are responsible, or joining the temperance 
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army, or paying off a debt of long stand- 
ing, or making special intercession for some 
relative or friend whom you fear is yet far 
from God. 

Had you not better face the difficulty at 
once, and have courage enough to confess 
your neglect, and do the bit of work — 
whatever it may be ? If you do not, may 
it not come back, and bring sad remorse to 
you, when the door is shut, or perhaps when 
you lie on your death-bed ? Is it not wiser, 
friend, to hearken to the still, small voice 
which gently calls you to the path of duty, 
than at last to hear an accusation of guilt 
and neglect which may be as a voice of 
thunder, and which you cannot silence? 
Brother, sister, "do it nowJ^ Search out 
forgotten and neglected duties. Seek to 
know the uttermost of what your Father 
would have you do, and then to the best of 
your power go forth and fulfil it. '' Do it 
nowJ^ Son, daughter, " go, work to-day in 
My vineyard.^^ The call is urgent. In the 
world at this moment there are upwards 
of fourteen hundred millions of souls; and 
what is their condition ? Above one thou- 
sand millions of these are heathens and Mo- 
hammedans, and only about two thousand 
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five hundred missionaries of all Churches 
to teach them the way of life. Thus 
there is but one missionary on an average 
to nearly half-a-million of people, and there 
are hundreds of millions who have yet 
scarcely heard of Christ. And in Britain 
and in other professing Christian countries 
how few are those who are faithful to the 
name they bear. The followers of Christ 
are but a little flock. Infidelity, supersti- 
tion, and sin, formality, world liness, novel- 
reading, self-righteousness, the love of money 
or of pleasure, bear sway over the hearts of 
a vast proportion, so that loyalty to Christ 
and compassion for men's souls ought to 
stir up every believer to work and prayer. 
Oh, that each reader who loves the Master 
and values His salvation would be a diligent, 
earnest labourer in gathering in those that 
have gone astray, and in forwarding by all 
means the kingdom of our God ! Shrink 
not from toil or conflict, from reproach and 
opposition. '^They that be with us are 
more than they that be against us.'* What 
a vast amount of good might be done if 
Christian ladies would spend less time in 
fancy-work, and busy idleness, and light 
reading, and give more thought and time to 



48 " Do it Now ! *' 

visit the homes of the poor^ and strive to 
bring the lost sheep into the fold 1 

A few years ago a lady was thinking over 
a sphere of work that opened out before 
her. But the difficulties were too great. She 
knew not how to face them. Meanwhile 
she had a dream. Before her lay a vast 
field of ripened grain. At her feet was a 
sickle, and she heard a voice calling to her, 
" Take up and reap ! take up and reap 1 '* 
But in her dream she answered, ''Nay, 
Lord, I cannot. The work is too great. It 
is beyond my strength." And a voice re- 
plied, " Go forth, and other reapers will I 
send/' So she awoke, and hesitated no 
longer. In the name of Christ she began 
to work amongst the Communists of Belle- 
ville. Many a friend did the Lord raise up 
to help her, and not a few precious sheaves 
has Mdlle. de Broen gathered for the garner 
of her Lord. 

The call to-day is for you who read these 
words. The sickle is put within your reach. 
The voice speaks to you, " Take up and 
reap.'* Do what lieth in you to spread 
abroad the name of Christ. In His strength 
bear a faithful witness for Him. At home 
or abroad, in public or private, with one gift 
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or with many, go and do something to save 
a lost one. Go and visit a sick neighbour, 
read to him the Word of Life, or repeat to 
him the last message you heard from the 
pulpit. Go and take under your charge a 
little knot of half-a-dozen or more houses ; 
lend them Christian books or papers, and 
by kindness seek to draw them to the Good 
Shepherd. Go and gather a few poor chil- 
dren, and in your own home or the Sunday 
school tell them of Jesus. Be a mother to 
some motherless girl, or strive t;o bring back 
some prodigal lad. Try to get near some 
weary, unsatisfied heart in your own rank 
of life, and let not the fear of man hinder 
a plain, earnest word for Jesus. The rich 
have souls as well as the poor, though I 
fear too seldom the servant of Christ has 
courage to deal faithfully with them as he 
should. In one or two of these ways find 
your own niche, and fill it well. 

And there is one other way in which you 
may no less forward the good work. Can 
you not go and refresh those who are bear- 
ing the burden and heat of the day ? Often 
in a busy harvest-time you see little chil- 
dren bring food and refreshment to their 
fathers, wearied by hard toil and labovxt. 
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They are too weak to thrust in the sickle 
and carry the sheaf, but in this way they 
can help those that do. Thus may you act. 
You may not be able to do much personally. 
Home duties may absolutely prevent it. 
But may you not cheer and encourage the 
heart of your pastor, or of a visitor or Sun- 
day-school teacher, by your genuine sym- 
pathy, by your prayers and intercessions, 
by your readiness to give the gold and silver 
that is needful, as far as you have it in your 
power? May you not deny yourself to 
give a weekly offering for missionary work ? 
At least, "do something for somebody," 
and "do it nowP While you tarry, the 
door may be shut, the opportunity may be 
gone. 

Some years ago, a tribe of Indians sent a 
request for a teacher to come and instruct 
them in Christian truth. But means were 
so straitened, and the labourers so few, that 
the missionary was obliged to refuse. For 
six years they sent, but the only reply that 
could be given was that British Christians 
had not given them men enough, or money 
enough, to enable them to break freah 
ground. The seventh year a teacher was 
sent, hilt in vain. The tribe received him 
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coldly. They no longer believed the white 
man's religion was true, or he would have 
come before. Moreover, they were just off 
to a war which had broken out, and they 
had no time to give to instruction. Alas, 
_for lo t opportunities ! Alas, for the many 
Kye ani die without ever hearing of 
■! Alas, for the guilt of British Chris- 
l possessing the good news, but with- 
[STng th means to send it over the wide 
orld ! 

Christians! be up and doing. Time is 
hort. Your own life is advancing. The 
laBter's chariot is at the door. " Go, then 
nd preach the gospel." " Do tt now." 

I am not unmindful that there are diffi- 
ulties. The devil is neither dead nor 
sleep, and he knows how to hinder God's 
ervants. But you need not be discouraged, 
'hrist vouchsafes to you the mighty aid of 
i Holy Spirit. The Spirit will fit you 
>r the work. The Spirit will prepare the 
round. The Spirit will follow your words 
rith blessing;. Moreover there shall be a 
jarvcllous recompense at Christ's appear- 
ig. Even the work that has seemed to 
rosper least shall be abundantly rewarded 
' only done for Christ in faith and \on^. 
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Whatever be the toil or self-denial involved, 
whatever the loss or reproach incurred, 
Christ knows, Christ accepts, and He 
gives an infinite reward £ar beyond all 
our thought. 

** Come to the holy war, 

And raise the banner high ; 
Unfurl the flag before the foe 
In face of yonder sky. 

We wage a noble fight 
'Gainst self, the world, and sin ; 

And as the battle is the Lord's, 
We cannot choose but win. 

The fallen we must raise. 

And set the bondmen free. 
And give to passion's wretched slaves 

The joys of liberty. 

Lift up the flag on high. 

Let not it9 folds be furled. 
Until at length it proudly waves 

Above a conquered world." 

— Caiton Bell, 
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IV. 

«• WHERE NEXT f »• 

T T was a Borrowful picture. It told a tale 
of sad distress^ of such misery as is for 
the most part the fruit of idle or intem- 
perate habits. A tramp, with wife and 
children, is lingering by the roadside. The 
husband Stands irresolute, with a hopeless, 
care-nothing look, and the wife, with her 
four or five little ones, wearied with per- 
petual journeyings, desolate in heart, and 
longing for rest and quiet, looks up and 
asks, *' Where next ?" 

In many ways it is worth while to think 
of this question. True, our future path 
is mercifully hidden from us. We have 
not trodden it heretofore, and it may be 
quite diverse from any that has preceded 
it. 

*' Where next ? ^' we may ask as to our 
position here, but there is no reply. The 
path may lead up the hill of comfort and 
prosperity, or into the valley of sore trouble 
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and distress. It may lead on through the 
sunshine of love and favour, or into the 
dark shade of loneliness, persecution, or 
neglect. It may usher us into a bright 
home, where smiling faces greet us with 
loving tokens of affection, or into the house 
of mourning, the chamber of sickness, or 
into the presence of the last enemy. We 
cannot tell. Thank God it is so. Only 
let us stand on sure ground. Only let us 
be ready for the best or the worst, and then 
nothing shall harm us. 

I am reminded, as I write, of one who 
has been called higher. When the year 
1883 began he was in perfect health, and 
so apparently continued for several months. 
But the token for departure came suddenly. 
Only half an hour elapsed between the first 
symptom of ill and the home-call. But a 
life of happy trust in Jesus, and of devoted 
work in His service, closed in joyful hope. 
^^ So glad to be at home ! " 

" Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast,*' 

And the spirit fled to be with Him whom 
it had so long and faithfully served. 

But though in one sense we cannot tell 
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'' Where next ? *' yet in another the future 
lies very much, under God, in our own 
hands. Holy Scripture gives plain direc- 
tions where we are to place the foot next, 
whither we are to steer our bark o'er life's 
troubled waves. 

A ship was nearing Quebec harbour, but 
encompassed by a thick fog. A pilot was 
on board, but he did not dare to move the 
ship. But the captain remembered that the 
mast was high, and went aloft, and found 
he could see right over the fog. So he 
called the pilot up to him, and they stood 
together on the little platform, and, calling 
to the man at the wheel below, were able 
to direct the ship through the mist and fog, 
and bring her safely into the harbour. 

We, too, may be surrounded by doubt 
and uncertainty. But God speaks to us 
from above by His Word. He will direct 
us aright, and if only we will follow as He 
commands, we cannot go astray. 

I should like, first of all, to speak a word 
to any one who has as yet been living without 
God. Though you may be free from open 
vice, though you may have a form of godli- 
ness, you are not at peace. You have no 
comfort in God's love. You have no assur- 
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ance of sin forgiven. You know nothing 
of. the h'ght and power of the Holy Spirit. 
In some shape the world has been supreme, 
and you would be afraid to die and to 
appear before the bar of judgment. Brother, 
sister, I would ask, *' Where next ? '* Are 
you not something like the man in the 
picture of whom I have spoken? You are 
restless and unsettled. You are a wanderer 
on the face of the earth. You go irom 
scene to scene, from one object of desire 
to another, to hew out another broken 
cistern when a previous one fails you^ and 
why is it ? Is it not because you have no 
true home in God? You have forsaken 
Him, and elsewhere all is unrest and change. 
Now whither will you turn next? Will 
you go forth to meet the perils and uncer- 
tainties of life afar from the shelter of 
His presence? Will you plunge into yet 
greater depths of sin and evil ? Will you 
go into some more distant province of the 
far country, life advancing, conscience har- 
dening, habits of carelessness strengthening, 
and Christ Himself becoming more, and 
more a name, a mere shadow ? 

Think of the end of such a course. Sup- 
pose the younger son had resisted the inner 
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voice that called him home. Suppose that 
he had trampled under foot the suggestion 
to return, and had gone farther away, hiring 
himself out to some other citizen of the 
land, his story would have had a very dif- 
ferent ending. There is a limit to God's 
compassion. It has been said that in our 
day the book of wrath has been closed, and 
thb book of mercy alone remains open. 
But our God is ever the same. And ^^ good- 
ness and severity ^' run side by 8ide,-r-good- 
ness beyond compare to all who receive it, 
but severity, and that terrible and without 
remedy, to those who neglect His mercy. 

I remember a sorrowful sight, years ago, 
in a little Suffolk village. A man of worth- 
less character could not, or would not^ pay 
his rent. At last the landlord would bear 
the loss no longer. I fancy some of his 
furniture had been taken for the rent, but 
the rest was piled up in the middle of the 
street, for the man and his family had no 
other shelter to which to go. Ah, think of 
a homeless soul! He must leave this world, 
but he has no hope for a better. Poor, 
miserable, bankrupt, no refuge, no hiding- 
place, he is exposed to those storms of wrath 
and judgment, which, by his own wilCvil 
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neglect and onbelirf^ he has broi^fat down 
upon bis own bead. 

•* Where next ? ^ Let tbeie be a better 
answer than this. ^Draw nigh to God, 
and He will draw nigh to you." Yes^ back 
to thy Father's house, with all its light and 
love, with all its rich provision and kindly 
welcome and goodly raiment, with all its 
abounding joys and the hopes which arise, 
and that life everlasting which is the heri- 
tage of those who dwell there. Make haste, 
my friend, ere another day passes. The 
door is open, your Father is waiting. The 
feast is ready. Your place is vacant. Come 
in, come in! Fear not to enter. Former 
sins shall no more be remembered. The 
good Spirit shall strengthen your desires, 
deepen your repentance, and quicken your 
faith. "Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be made white as snow ; though 
they be as the mighty mountain, they shall 
be as a plain; though they press on your 
conscience, and surround you on every side, 
yet they shall be cast into the depths of the 
sea, or put far from you as the east is from 
the west.'* 

Blessed be God for the multitudes who 
have of late found out the truth of this! 
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Blessed be God for those who have beeu 
amongst drunkards^ revilers^ thieves, harlots, 
but are now found amongst the children of 
God ! Blessed be God for the peace that has 
made many a desert home and many a desert 
heart to bloom and blossom as the rose ! 

For eight years a working man would leave 
his wife each Sunday night at the door of 
the church, and go to the public-house to 
sing songs, for which he was treated with 
drink. One day he went out on the annual 
holiday with his fellow-workmen. In a fit 
of passion he uttered a fearful oath. Strange 
to say, the remembrance of that oath was 
the first step on the road to a new life. He 
was not without a conscience, and he had 
not been without warning ; for a Christian 
master had often spoken to him about his 
life, and this had not been without its eiTect. 
Now ^^that oath^^ was like a dart, ever 
troubling him. He went to the races, but 
no races could he enjoy, for he could think 
of nothing but " that oath.'^ He now went 
to church, but it only made matters worse. 
Not one sin, but all the sins of his life, came 
back to him, and proved a burden too heavy 
to bear. He knelt down in prayer, but his 
soul was as dark as the room in which he 
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prayed. But light broke at last. Crossing 
the race-cour$e one day, a text learned in the 
Sunday school flashed across his memory^ 
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, thai Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chiefs' 
(i Tim. i. 15). '^If Christ came to save 
sinners, if He died to save sinners. He will save 
me, for I am a sinner and nothing else/' So 
he thought, and he so rejoiced, and he went 
to the workshop and told the men that Jesus 
had saved him; and from that day he was not 
ashamed to confess Christ, and to use his 
voice in singing the praises of the Saviour. 

< 

" Come home^ come home. 
From the sorrow and blame, 
From the sin and the shame, 
And the tempter that smiled ; 
O prodigal child. 

Come home, oh, come homeJ* 

Here is the answer to the question, 
*^ WHERE NEXT ?^* Comehome! come home! 
Spend no more days in a fruitless search for 
peace below. Make no more vain attempts 
to do without God. Risk no more another 
year or another day outside the stronghold of 
love. Turn now and be saved. Fall on your 
knees and pray. Be humbled for sin. Ac- 
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cept the messageof salvation. " Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved/' 

But these words may be read by many 
who have come home, and have sat down at 
their Father's board, and are now rejoicing 
in the light of His countenance, and in the 
benefits which He is ever pouring upon them. 
With you does the question arise, " Where 
NEXT ? *' I have a plain answer. To greater 
heights of holiness, to further steps on the 
heavenly course, to more life and power and 
peace and love, to more knowledge and 
understanding in the way of godliness, so 
that you may better glorify your Father in 
heaven, and be more filled with all the ful- 
ness of God. However little you may have 
attained hitherto, cherish a lofty ideal of 
the Christian life. Let there be a spirit of 
unfeigned thankfulness for your standing in 
Christ. Let there be no manner of doubt 
cherished in your mind that, by virtue of 
Christ's work, and through your union with 
Him by faith, you are now a beloved child, 
firee from all charge of guilt, and on your 
wav to the celestial citv. 

But let this only be as vantage-ground 
for higher ascents, for nobler aims, and a 
standard of life and character far, far beyond 
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anything yet reached. As the Alpine climber 
rejoices in the rest and refreshment of a level 
by the way, but only uses it to help him 
onward toward the mountain summit^ so let 
the privileges already enjoyed nerve and 
stimulate you to attempt greater things than 
yet you have known. Always he satisfied 
with Christ and your standing in Him, but 
never he satisfied with yourself. Cherish at 
all times a holy discontent with your own 
attainments. Never think or say ^^EnougkJ* 
Look at the saints of God who have gone 
before you, alike those of Bible times and 
those of later days, and see what traces of 
humility, self-sacrifice, joyfulness in service 
and suffering, triumphant faith in God, and 
life-long consecration to His work, were 
found in them, and consider how far you 
lag behind. Look, above all things, at your 
Great Pattern, and learn how infinitely His 
spirit and motive and aim and life overtop 
your own, even upon the very best day or 
hour you have ever spent, "Higher and 
higher'* must be your one thought and 
purpose. The moment you stop you begin 
to go back. Our only safety is to go onward 
and forward and upward, and never to look 
back till we have reached the goal. 
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But how shall you do this? First take a 
survey of the exceeding great power which 
God manifested towards His people. The 
Apostle Paul, in the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
delights to extol the power which first raises 
them from the grave of sin, and henceforth 
works in them mightily to an ever higher 
and more Christ-like life. It is the same 
almighty power which raised Christ Himself 
from the dead. It finds a man dead to God 
and all that is holy and good, carried away 
by a threefold current, the course of this 
world, the power of the evil one, the sinful 
desire of the flesh (Eph. ii. 1-3) — three, 
iand yet one — toward the dark abyss of wrath 
and woe. And what does it do for him ? 
It gives him a true life, and then lifts him 
right above the force of this triple current, 
even to a place beside Christ on His throne. 
In heart and mind by faith he thus ascends, 
and with Christ may continually dwell, even 
now, as he expects hereafter to do in a still 
more blessed sense, when, clothed in his 
glorified body, he beholds Him face to face 
(Eph. ii. 6, 7). This power goes on work- 
ing in him and with him. The Apostle 
tells of " the effectual working of this power" 
(Eph. iii. 7) in himself for the ministry of 
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the Word ; then he prays for the Ephesians 
that they may be '' strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inward roan^' 
(iii. i6y R.V.) ; then in the doxology he 
anticipates God's working '^ exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think^ accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us" 
(iii. 20). 

We can never rise too high in our expecta- 
tions of the blessed eflfects of His power. It 
can lift a man safely over the greatest 
temptations. It can make him strong in 
every possible grace and virtue. It can 
make him a mightv instrument for the ful- 
fitment of God's purposes. It can make 
him triumph over the greatest sorrows and 
afflictions ^^ unto all patience and long-suf- 
fering with joyfulness " (Col. i. 11). 

But it is doubly encouraging for a believer 
to look at His power, if he surveys at the 
same time the exceeding greatness of the 
love by which it is directed. In fact, all 
through this Epistle to the Ephesians the 
mighty power and marvellous love of God 
to His people run side by side. Trace them 
out by careful study. It is through '^ the 
great love wherewith He loved " them that 
they are quickened to a new life. (Eph. 
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ii. 4, 5). Words seem almost to fail the 
Apostle as he dwells on the dimensions of 
the love of Christ (iii. 18, 19). He reminds 
the Ephesians that they are ^^ beloved chil- 
dren^' (v. I, R.V.); and then twice in the 
same chapter touches on Christ's love in 
giving Himself for His Church (verses 2, 
25) • What a consolation is here! See 
here linked together infinite power and in- 
finite love^ and both going hand in hand to 
fill our empty vessels with grace, power, and 
life. We might look at God's infinite power, 
and if we knew nothing of His love, it might 
be our exceeding fear; we might look at 
love, however great, and if there were no 
power behind it, might expect little or 
nothing of advantage from it ; but see them 
in harmony, working together for our pre- 
sent and future welfare, and may we not 
rejoice in the glad certainty of blessed results ? 
In manifold cares, anxieties, wants, sorrows, 
sufferings, losses, disappointments, fears, let 
us speak to our own hearts, and never give 
way to doubt and unbelief. "Why art 
thou cast down, O my soul ? '' If God be 
for thee, who can be against thee ? If He 
love thee with such a boundless love, will 
He forget thee, will He leave thee, will He 

El 
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withhold from thee needful grace and need- 
ful gifts ? If He be almighty to keep, shall 
Satan, or the world, or tribulation, or death 
ever harm thee ? " Hope thou in God : for 
I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of 
my countenance and my God/' 

Especially in this matter of increasing 
life and holiness, let this thought of power 
and love combined strengthen our faith and 
stir up our liveliest expectations of success. 
And I believe it is on this point that very 
much of our present experience of this 
power depends. You must expect much if 
you would receive much. You must let 
the heart expand with fervent desires, if you 
would obtain all that God loves to give. 
Take an illustration. A vessel has been 
almost becalmed, and the sailors have grown 
listless, and perchance are almost asleep on 
the deck of the ship. But there are plain 
indications of a favouring breeze. The 
water at a distance is in motion^ and the 
sailors know well the reason. At once all 
the crew are alive and active. They spread 
every yard of canvas — mainsail and topsail, 
and any other lesser sail, all are opened out, 
and the cheering wind soon comes and sends 
them quick]y forward over the trackless deep. 
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Something like this is your duty and 
your privilege. The Word of God tells of 
the power God is ready to put forth on your 
behalf. He tells you of His mighty Spirit 
coming with resistless energy^ to forward 
you on your Heavenward way. But look 
for the gift. Wait for the gift. Long for 
the gift. Ask for the gift. It is ready to 
be given^ but you must be in the attitude 
to receive it. *'Is the Spirit of the Lord 
straitened ? '^ "As the hart panteth after 
the water-brooks, so panteth my soul after 
Thee, O God;^^ "Open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it;" "Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled ; " " He hath filled 
the hungry with good things, but the rich 
He hath sent empty away." 

Would you receive much of this mighty 
power of the Spirit of God? I bid you 
remember to be frequent, expectant, persis- 
tent, in your petitions for this precious 
boon. Be definite and distinct in asking, 
through your great ascended Mediator, the 
presence of the Comforter to dwell in you 
and work in you more and more mightily. 
Ask through Him life to be imparted more 
abundantly. Ask through Him the renew- 
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ing, maintaining, increasing of the life 
already given. You cannot fail in your 
petition for this. For the glory of His 
Son, for the glory of His own name. He 
will grant you a large and abundant an- 
swer. 

Another point is important as to the 
reception of this power from above. It is 
always bestowed in connection with an 
increasing knowledge of Christ Himself. 
The Spirit bears witness of Christ, and 
strengthens the soul by revealing more of 
Him. Hence in Philip, iii. lo we find the 
Apostle joining these two together — ^^ that I 
may know Him, and the power of His 
resurrection" Hence the importance of 
searching more in the Word for the know- 
ledge of Christ. Learn to know Him more 
in the beauty of His holy, spotless life of 
obedience and self-sacrifice. Learn to know 
Him in the greatness of His humiliation and 
the unspeakable benefits of His Cross. 
Learn to know Him as a justify ing Redeemer, 
clothing His people with His robe of merit 
and righteousness. Learn to know Him as 
a living Redeemer, the living One, who 
dieth no more. Learn to know Him as the 
ascended, exalted, glorified Redeemer, the 
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great Head of His Church, and the great 
Advocate and High Priest of all who draw 
near to the Father through Him. Learn to 
know Him as a conquering Redeemer, one 
who, on His resurrection, overcame sin, and 
the world, and death, and all the powers of 
darkness, and who will no less overcome 
them in the person of each of His own little 
flock. Learn to know him as the Coming 
One, as He who shall come to reign over 
earth and Heaven. Through this knowledge 
of Christ the Spirit brings increasing power. 
If in secular matters the axiom is true, 
*' Knowledge is power," it is still more so as 
to the highest knowledge. To know Christ 
experimentally in all His offices and work 
and character is to gain a mighty leverage 
for holy living and effectual service. The 
more knowledge, the more faith and love 
and zeal and spiritual understanding, and all 
these bring an accession of power in doing 
the will of God. 

Nor must we forget a further point. 
Power in the spiritual life is increased by 
use and exercise. As the bodily frame grows 
strong and vigorous by the active employ- 
ment of whatever strength we possess, so 
does God give to the soul more strength for 
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service whilst we use well that we already 
possess. '^ To him that hath shall more be 
given/' is the invariable rule in the kingdom 
of God. Take the Christian who begins his 
course with the deep conviction that it is his 
bounden duty to work in Christ's vineyard 
and to fill well some niche in the Church. 
Let him go forth day by day prepared to 
use every opportunity of saving a soul or 
doing some act of kindness for Christ's sake. 
The religion of such a one will thrive and 
grow, whilst a brother Christian who works 
hard, but only in his business, will be starved 
and dwarfed and stunted in soul for lack of 
that active exertion which is so needful to 
the right development of the Christian life. 
Yes, and often the life which is well nigh 
extinguished has been restored and revived 
by tome effort to benefit another. Most of 
us will remember the incident of the traveller 
in the Alps, himself almost ready to sink 
down into a fatal sleep from the effects of 
the bitter cold, restored to full vigour by the 
pains he took to bring back to consciousness 
one whom he found sleeping in the snow. 
If you would grow in power and spiritual 
life, be sure you are zealous in good works. 
Putting no confidence in anything you do. 
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yet go forth and do all to which Christ calls 
you. In season and out of season^ in all 
places and in all companies^ travelling and 
resting, on Sundays and week-days, have an 
eye to see the work you may do for Christ, 
and the heart boldly and fearlessly to 
fulfil it. 

But "Where next? " If you strive to 
advance s^nd grow in the Divine life, what is 
there yet to follow? We can only answer 
this in the spirit of faith. With most of us, 
or all of us, it may soon be our narrow bed 
in the churchyard or the cemetery. So 
nature speaks. But faith whispers another 
end. It tells of angels waiting to receive 
the departing spirit; it tells of a flight to a 
calm rest in the Saviour's bosom ; it tells of 
a bright city and inheritance undefiled; it 
tells of a lifting up to meet the Lord in the 
air^ and then of a life beyond, whose joys 
can ne'er be counted nor its years numbered. 
** O Lord, increase mv faith ! " Give me 
the sweet assurance that Thou art my 
eternal home, and that mine eyes shall 
behold the King in His beauty. 

Meanwhile depend on God in every 
change. Full of infirmity and sin as you 
are, you are accepted in the Beloved, and 
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very dear to God. Be not dismayed at 
anything that may happen to you. It is 
only God's messenger, and can do you 
no harm. In your darkest days a light 
shall shine, and then by-and-by the light 
of eternal day. '' Our happiness does not 
depend on outward circumstances, but on 
the mercy of God, I have been in depths 
of distress more than perhaps I ever was be- 
fore in my life, but my most tried days have 
been my happiest. I do not need to go 
into particulars ; suffice it to say that once 
during the year I was in deep trouble, and 
made to feel my weakness more than ever 
I did before, and had very important duties 
dependent on me at the time, which I could 
not perform, and yet that was the very 
happiest day in the whole year to me. I 
record this to cheer my brethren in Christ, 
and encourage them to face trials with hope. 
And they will be all the more encouraged 
to do this when I tell them that my peace 
and childlike rest arose from a view I had 
of the meaning of these words, that Christ 
is 'the brightness of the Father's glory,* 
and that He * upholds all things by the 
word of His power.* In fact, I felt that 
He upheld me, and I could afford to treat 



''Where Next?'' 73 

all difficulties with indifference, casting all 
my care upon Him^ for P felt He cared for 
me. I cannot always feel like that. Never- 
theless it was a safe and happy refuge for 
my weary soul.^^ 

Thus wrote one to his flock at the com- 
mencement of 1882, and but a short time 
before he was called to his rest, after twenty- 
six years* faithful ministry. He was known 
to me at the University as a true follower 
of Christ, and ever since he has been doing 
the Master^s work. May each of us be 
found at our post when the Lord calk! 
May we taste the same consolation in our 
day of trial, and be ready to go up higher 
when our day^s work is done I 

** Lord, be Thy Word my rule, 
Therein may I rejoice; 
Thy glory be my aim, 
Thy holy will my choice. 

Thy promises my hope. 

Thy providence my guard, 
Thine arm my strong support, 

Thyself my sure reward." 
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V. 

THE GREAT PRESENT. 

•y HANKS be to God for all His love to 
us I Thanks be to Him for the friends 
He has given,* and the comforts He has be- 
stowed 1 Thanks be to Him if still the 
faces we love gather around our fireside ! 
Thanks be to Him even for the sorrows, 
trials, losses, and disappointments we have 
met with, for it is the faithful discipline of 
a Father's love ! 

But for one thing, above all, ten thousand 
times ten thousand thanks be rendered unto 
Him. It is for the great Gift, the great Pre- 
sent, of which His word constantly reminds 
us. It is the Gift of the well-beloved Son. 

* 

'^ Thanks be to God for His unspeak- 
able Gift V' These words had their pri- 
mary reference to the exceeding grace 
bestowed on the Corinthian Church. They 
had tasted the all-sufficiency of that grace. 
They had been enriched in everything to all 
bountifulness. They abounded in liberality. 
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and they caused thanksgiving on their be- 
half {2 Cor. ix. 8-14). 

But whence flowed that rich stream ? 
What was the fountain from which it 
sprang? What was the treasury and re- 
ceptacle of that Divine Grace ? Was it not 
Christ Himself? Was not all fulness laid 
up in Him for His Church? Hence we 
may well apply these words of the Apostle 
to the Saviour who was born for our sake. 
— ^^ Thanks he to God for His unspeakable 
Gift/" 

I. Thanks be to God for the unspeakable 
love that suggested this Gift / 

What makes us value the present, small 
or great, that may come to us at Christmas, 
or a birthday, or at any other time ? What 
makes a very tiny gift from a little child 
sometimes so very precious ? Is it not the 
love that lies at the back ? Do we not look 
through the gift into the kind heart of the 
giver? Do we not prize the thoughtful re- 
membrance of one at a distance, when the 
postman brings the packet or the tasteful 
card, with its message of friendly greeting ? 
And is not this one of the chiefest reasons 
why we value our incarnate Redeemer? Who 
can express the fathomless ocean of love and 
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cotnpassion toward mankind which is made 
manifest in the birth of Jesus ? From the 
lips of Jesus we have the glorious declaration 
of that love : " God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever belie veth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life'' (John iii. t6). 

Then the beloved Apostle in his first 
Epistle seems again and again to recall this 
word of the Master : " In this was mani- 
fested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent His only begotten Son into 
the world, that we may live through Him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins" (i John iv. 
9, 10). 

It is a thought full of comfort and hope. 
Christ comes as the expression of the Father's 
marvellous loving-kindness. He comes to 
tell of peace in heaven towards the sinful, 
and then peace on earth ; because there is 
good-will towards men in Christ, if only 
they will believe it. Be careful to take a 
right view of Redemption. Never think of 
the Father as all anger and severity, and 
Jesus all love, coming to shield us from the 
Father's wrath; but remember the equal 



The Great Present. 77 

love of the Father and the Son, The 
Father sends Jesus to remove the barriers 
which sin had raised. Jesus Himself comes 
to fulfil the purpose of the Father's love. 

Though God is just and holy, and His 
judgments against sin will never fail of their 
accomplishment, yet He willeth not the 
death of a sinner, if only he will turn and be 
saved. Every returning Christmas assures 
us of this. Glad tidings of great ioy are 
brought by the angel. To all people, high 
and low, the good news is to be proclaimed. 
A Saviour is born in Bethlehem. Hope is 
brought to the hopeless. Salvation comes 
nigh to the lost. Peace is offered to rebels 
and enemies. And the secret of all is the 
love of God. 

n. Thanks he to God for the unspeakable 
costliness and preciousness of this Gift, 
Rare and precious gifts have been given 
at the marriage of one of our English 
.princes. The exquisite blending of precious 
stones in one, the carved silver or gold of 
another, the new device conspicuous in a 
third, the brilliancy and lustre of a fourth — 
all these, and the various articles of beauty 
and worth, would represent in value at least 
some tens of thousands of pounds. But 
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this one Gift bestowed on man — who can 
declare its price? It is no gift to be 
measured by material wealth. Not Egypt, 
nor Ethiopia, nor India, with all its hidden 
stores, could compare with this one boon 
bestowed on our race. For it was the sacri- 
fice of a Son, of one welK beloved, of one 
near to the Father on the Eternal Throne. 
The sacrifice of Isaac by his father Abraham 
seems to have been given as a lively type of 
it. 

Ah, Christian ! never reckon any sacrifice 
too costly to make in His service who gave 
you such a gift as this. If fidelity to Him 
should at any time demand some act of self- 
denial which seems more than fiesb and 
blood can bear, if it call for separation from 
some one very dear to you, or the relinquish- 
ment of a position which you have greatly 
desired, or the loss of means which will 
leave you far poorer than you would other- 
wise be, yet think of the costliness of God's 
gift to you. And remember this also : The 
recompenses of God are infinite. In the 
end He will never be any man's debtor. 
Thirty-fold, sixty-fold, a hundred-fold. He 
will repay. In present peace, in usefulness 
beyond all anticipation, and in the bright 
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world to come, He will show that your 
faithfulness has not been forgotten. 

III. Thanks he to God for the exceeding 
suitableness of this Gift. It is precisely 
adapted to our present condition. 

When a token of affection is sought for 
one we love, it is a wise thing to ask, "What 
does my friend or my relative most need ? '' 
** What will prove most helpful and useful ? '^ 
If this be forgotten, possibly a costly present 
may prove more a burden than a pleasure. 
It may involve care, and trouble, and expense, 
so that the owner would be glad to be 
without it. But a really needed gift may 
be of constant value, and not seldom a 
frequent solace to its possessor. A copy of 
the Scriptures in such type and form as will 
suit your friend, a valuable book, an article 
that may help in a profession, or add to the 
comfort of the home, or the enjoyment of a 
garden ; sqch a gift is doubly valued, not 
only for the kindness that suggests it, but 
for the lasting benefit it may impart. 

But was there ever a gift so suitable as 
the gift of Jesus to man^s wants and neces- 
sities? It is said by the wise man that 
''money answereth all things." But only 
in a very limited sense is this true. But in 
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the very widest possible sense does the gift 
of Jesus " answer all things/* Look at man 
in his prosperity or adversity, when in 
robust health or suffering from painful sick- 
ness; look at him in his home, or in his 
contact with the world around ; look at him 
as a sinner, as one having but a short 
sojourn here; look at him in .temptation, 
under the reproach of a guilty conscience, 
or tormented by the fear of death; — it 
matters not in what aspect you consider 
him, there is in the Saviour of mankind, in 
the hope and salvation brought to us in 
Him, a refuge, a comfort, a sure resource, 
which can never fail those who by faith take 
Him for their Saviour. 

Poor human nature is full of wants and 
woes, but in Him who took our nature upon 
Him, and lived and died for our sake, there 
is a full remedy and deliverance for all. 

The same thought of the suitableness of 
this great Gift comes out if you dwell more 
distinctly on the variety of benefits it confers. 
If it were possible that an earthly gift could 
be turned to fifty or a hundred different 
uses, so that it was in requisition every day 
in the year, and every hour of the day, 
would it not be reckoned an invaluable pos- 
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session? Would it not be drawing forth 
perpetual thanks from the receiver, as he 
discovered more and more its varied pro- 
perties? And here I see above all things 
the worth of this great Present. In Christ 
there is infinite fulness and infinite variety. 

Consider bow in Christ and His salva- 
tion there is the surest provision for man's 
welfare in this present world. The Secu- 
larist may speak high-sounding words about 
progress and the improvement of man's 
condition on earth, and bid men cast aside 
all thoughts about a future life; but, in 
doing this, he cuts away the ground from 
beneath his own feet. There is no real 
foundation for righteousness, and there- 
fore for happiness, except in the fear and 
love of God as revealed in Holy Scripture. 
The true faith of Christ teaches men to be 
pure and just, kind and unselfish, self-deny- 
ing and temperate, and zealous in every 
good word and work. And wherever these 
virtues are practised it must tend greatly to 
the welfare of mankind. There are those 
who scorn all creeds, all distinctive truth, 
all certainty in religion, and yet profess to 
be great friends to morality, and would 
invite men to live good lives from general 
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considerations of propriety and natural 
law^ and the gradual ameliaration of our 
race. 

What is this but to cut away the natural 
rock beneath some costly and magnificent 
edifice, and then strive to prop it up with 
planks and beams ? The thing is impossible. 
You can't do it. You have no right pattern 
of duty. The idea of what is duty varies 
continually. The standard of to-day will 
not be the standard of a short time hence. 
The only true pattern is the Holy Law of 
God, the life of Christ, and the plain pre- 
cepts of the Word. Neither, independent 
of Christianity, have you any sufficient 
principle. The love of Christ has proved 
itself enough to turn multitudes from sin 
tx> holiness, but where can you find any 
other motive that has done it? 

Neither can you find a power mighty 
enough to overcome the obstacles in the 
way. Except in the mighty power of 
God's good Spirit you can find nothing 
strong enough to overcome pride, passion, 
and selfishness, and cverv other vice. 

Let there be no mistake. If it were pos- 
sible for Christianity to fall, assuredly 
morality would fall with it, and the world 
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would' soon become a seething mass of vice^ 
abomination^ and misery. 

The Gospel is the triie friend of man, 
both as to his temporal and spiritual wel- 
fare. The more its heavenly influence 
spreads the nK>re will men live holy, loving 
lives, and seek to do good to those around 
them. The world is not to be improved by 
theories, and clever arguments, and human 
philosophies, but by the knowledge of Christ 
taking possession of men's hearts. 

But consider the gift of Christ, with 
respect to the spiritual benefits which come 
to us through Him. Consider only the *^ I 
ams'* in St. John's Gospel. How they 
meet every side of man's spiritual need! 
Are you far astray as to a right knowledge 
of yourself or God ? Are you bewildered 
by error and mistake, so that you can dis- 
cern- nothing clearly ? Jesus saith, " I am 
the Light of the world; he that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.'' Nor does the 
Saviour fail to fulfil this assurance to every 
humble, patient seeker. 

Come to His footstool, and He will en- 
lighten you by the lessons of His Word, 
and the teaching of His Holy Spirit. He. 
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will show you yourself, and what you have 
done amiss, and then He will show you the 
Father in all the richness of His grace. 

Are you restless and dissatisfied — craving 
something, and yet scarcely knowing what? 
Jesus saith, ^^ I am the bread of life : he 
that Cometh to Me shall never hunger, and 
he that believeth on Me shall never thirst/' 
His love and presence satisfies. A calm joy 
and peace He gives which none can de- 
stroy. 

Are you conscious of a barrier between 
yourself and God ? Does guilt stand like a 
high wall to keep you bfick ? Jesus saith, 
'^I am the door: by Me if any man enter 
in he shall be saved/* In Christ, sin is 
covered, pardon secured, and reconciliation 
made. Through the great Sacrifice of the 
Cross, the gate stands open, and all who 
will may come nigh to a Father's home. 

Are you as one left desolate and alone, 
with no one to guide you and no one to 
care for you ? Jesus saith, " I am the good 
Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am 
known of Mine/* You need never be 
lonely. If you trust in Jesus, He is always 
by your side. He is with you at all seasons, 
^nd under all circumstances. 
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Are you powerless to live as you would ? 
Do you find it impossible to live a holy 
Christian life? Jesus saith^ ''I am the 
Vine, ye arc the branches : he that abideth 
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit ; for without Me ye can 
do nothing/^ He gives the strength you 
need. He works in you through His ener- 
gising Spirit. He makes you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure. 

Are you a dying sinner in a dying world ? 
Are you conscious that life is fast ebbing 
out, and all around you passing away? 
Jesus saith^ "\ am the Resurrection and 
the Life: he that believeth in Me though 
he were dead, yet shall he live ; and he that 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die/' 
He brings life and immortality to light. 
He points beyond the grave to fairer worlds 
on high. 

This leads to one other thought. Thank 
God that this Gift is a permanent, abiding 
one. A present may be valuable for the 
moment^ but how long will it last? It 
may do for to-day, but perhaps in a few 
weeks or less it may be done with, or its 
interest and pleasure depart. But if months 
and years elapse, and it becomes more and 
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more precious, if you receive it when you 
are young, and when you are old you value 
it a thousand times more, then it is a prize 
indeed. And is not this the character of 
God's great Gift ? If faith be in exercise, 
every day you are making use of it, and the 
more you use it, the more you learti to 
value it* It is the Pearl of Great Price; 
and all present things grow less and less 
beside it. Jt is the Treasure hid in the 
field; and you find the riches it contains 
unsearchable. It is the Tree of Life, and 
its shadow grows more refreshing, and its 
fruit more delicious, and its healing leaves 
more healing as you discover more your 
own infirmities and failings. 

A few weeks ago I heard an aged Chris- 
tian say, that an old man's creed was very 
short. It was, '^Christ the Alpha and 
Christ the Omega of salvation, and every 
letter between.'^ 

Yes, there is a permanence about this 
precious boon of Divine love that makes 
every other excellence stand out in still 
greater value. ^^ Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." '^ But 
Thou remainest." '* I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.'^ 
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"Jesus Kv«s : our hearts know well, 

Nought from us His love shall sever : 
Life nor death, nor powers of hell, 
Tear as from his keeping ever. 
Alleluia 1 " 

Thaiiki for ever to our God for this 
wbtidrouS Gift! Thanks be to Him for the 
tender mercy that looked upon a world of 
Vebds and enemies ! Thanks be to Him for 
the rich and abundant provision made in 
Christ for every meed of man! Thinks 
unspeakable for the unspeakable Gift ! Let 
Heaven and «arth praise the Lord! Let 
every heart and tevery voice niagnify His 
name! Let us sing with fresh gladness the 
new 8ong of redeeming love \ 

" Thanks be to God for His unspeakable 
gtftP^ Do you rfeally mfean this? You 
love to batch the old strain and join SVith 
thfe grfeat congregation in the WelUkhbwn 
wordis^ — 

^' tiark, the herald angels sing, 
Glory to the heW-borh King ; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild^ 
God and sinners reconciled." 

But is praise and thankfulness for God's 
great Gift the real spirit of your heart ? 

When a friend offers a gift, and you turn 
and thank him for it, you mean that you 
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accept the gift gladly and heartily^ and take 
it as your own. But do you truly receive 
this gift and prize and hold it fast as your 
own for ever ? 

When Christ was born, the men of Beth- 
lehem cared nothing for Him. They thrust 
Him into the stable, and could find no 
room for Him in the inn. Are there no 
Bethlehemites here? Are there none who 
have Christ in their very midst, and. yet 
prefer other guests ? Are there none who 
put their own will and pleasure, their profits 
and their gains, their friends and their 
families, their comfort and their ease, be- 
fore the favour and good-will of Jesus of 
Nazareth ? 

" Lodgings to Let " we often see in the 
window at pur watering-places. Is this the 
sigh on your heart ? Christ is no dweller 
there ; but you are ready to give a lodging 
to any sin, or amusement, or worldly advan- 
tage, that offers itself to you. Is it so? 
Has it been so hitherto ? But shall it be 
so any longer ? Will you, by your unbelief 
and neglect, throw away this marvellous 
Gift that would enrich you in time and in 
eternity? Can you say nay to God's 
magnificent offer of.. eternal life made to 
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you in Christ? One thing is quite plain : 
If you receive Christ by faith^ if you truly 
welcome Him as a Saviour from the power 
as well as from the guilt of sin^ He is yours, 
and He will be your treasure and your por- 
tion for evermore. 

But if you neglect Him, if you delay the 
matter of your salvation, if you choose other 
objects before Him, if you permit Him to 
stand unheeded outside the door, you will 
lose Him ; and in losing Him you will lose 
your soul, you will lose the true life and 
peace which alone can satisfy, you will lose 
your crown and your inheritance ; and you 
will have to bear for ever the terrible fruit 
of your own unbelief and sin ! Why should 
this be? Will you not then embrace the 
heavenly hope? Will you not accept the 
most precious Gift ever ofiered to a child of 
man? 

You have perhaps said sometimes to one 
who has just met your need — "You could 
not have given me anything I shall value 
half so much." 

Will you not say this in your heart to 
your Father in heaven? Will you not so 
joyfujly accept Christ and His salvation as 
to prize Him more than all the world? I 
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can tell of one who lately did this. He had 
lived a wild ungodly life. He had been a 
slave of sin. But many months of painful 
suffering were appointed to him. Through 
the Word of God he was brought to a deep 
sense of sin^ and for a while seemed shut out 
from all hope of salvation. But at last he 
saw the light. He heard the great promise 
(John iii. 16), " God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that who- 
soevet believeth in Him should not perish, 
but hiave everlasting life ; " and he trusted in 
God's faithfulness. '^ I dare not look back 
on my wasted life, but I do not think God 
will break His word,** he said to me shdrtlv 
before his death. One day he took my hand 
withifi hiS| and with a most earne&it gaze, 
from eyes starting out from his sunken 
cheeks, he said, ^ I shall not be here long. 
Any day you may find me gone; you have 
led mc to Jesus.** 

I bless Gt>d for that brand plucked from 
the burning. I believe it was mainly as the 
answer to his sister^s prayers, who, for many 
a year, had earnestly been pleading with God 
for his salvation. I could not but think also 
how a few words of his own had been ful- 
6]hd in himself. His little bov had com- 
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niitted a fault. There had been tears and 
chastening, and when I went into the room 
I could see what had been amiss, fiut the 
.father isaid, " All done with nowP The fault 
was forgiven, and was no more to be remem- 
bered. So was it too with the sins of the 
father* They had been great and grievous, 
but I doubt not they were freely, completely 
forgiven. Yes, ^^ all done with fiow^^ — ^all 
blotted out through a Saviour's precious 
blood, atid the pardoned one amongst the 
white-robed throng who have ''washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.** 

" Thanks be to God for His unspeakable 
GiftJ^ You have received, it may be, this 
Grift, but how will you thank the Giver? 
How will you express the gratitude that fills 
your heart ? Shall there not be some gift in 
return ? There are often mutual presents at 
Christmas and the New Year. From both 
sides come tokens of kindness and affection. 
And ought it not to be so here ? Have you 
no present for the King? It is true yoa 
have little worthy of His acceptance, but He 
will delight in the smallest gift when offered 
in genuine love and sincerity. 

Come then, prepare thy gift, and lay it 
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gladly at His Footstool. What shall it be ? 
Let the words of the Psalmist suggest an 
answer^ " An offering of a free heart will I 
give Thee, and praise Thy Name, O Lord, 
because it is so comfortable/^ Let there be 
a glad, joyous heart, and let it be given 
wholly to the Lord ! Let there be no double- 
ness of mind or purpose. Let every fibre of 
the soul fix on Jesus! Let every thought 
and desire be toward Him. 

And let there be a gift of willing testimony. 
Be not ashamed to acknowledge Christ as 
Lord and King. I was reading the other 
day of the heathen in India, and the various 
marks they carried in token of the god they 
worshipped. It might be three horizontal 
or vertical marks on the forehead. It might 
be a white spot^ or a tiny likeness of their 
god, but they never conceal it. Whatever 
part of the head or body is covered, they 
never cover . the mark that denotes their 
devotion to the god they honour. 

What a lesson for Christians! You 
worship the true God, not the idols of the 
heathen. Oh, never hide it, never put it 
out of sight through the fear of man. 
Never obscure it by inconsistency of walk. 

A clergyman had a servant who was 
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bitterly opposed to the Gospel. She was 
always 011 the look-out to find some fault or 
sin in her master to justify her unbelief. 
But she could not. At last, after twelve 
years, his holy, Christ-like life led her to 
acknowledge her sin^ and yield herself to 
the Saviour's love. 

Unspeakable is the value of consistency 
like thb. Greatly docs it adorn the Gospel 
of our God. 

"What present shall I give to the 
King?'" Give thyself, thy life, thy all. 
Give everything thou hast, and everything 
that may hereafter be thine. Lay all at 
His feet, and use it in His service. And 
let this dedication be manifest in the 
common duties of each day. I know 
nothing more sorrowful, or more dishonour- 
ing to Christ, than that those who profess 
to love Him should yet order and direct 
their lives upon merely worldly motives, 
precisely as if they had nothing to do with 
Christ. Money is spent freely for self, for 
luxury, for display, for dress; but a mere 
driblet — the three-pennies, the four-pennies 
—cast into the Lord's treasury. As to 
accepting or declining invitations, as to 
going to special means, of grace,, such. as 
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week-day services, as to going to amuse- 
ments, as to arrangements for children, as 
to a thousand details of household matters, 
what is there of doing all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus? What is there of doing 
all, even as to eating and drinking, for the 
glory of God ? In churcb you seem alto- 
gether a Christian. Out of it possibly al- 
together a child of the world. Ah, it may 
be, for anything men can see, Christ might 
never have lived, or died, or risen again, or 
claimed you for His own. Will this spirit 
bring peace at the last ? Will such a life 
lead to an abundant entrance into the king- 
dom of Heaven ? 

" Tlianks he to God for His unspeakable 
GiftP' Let this be the burden of your 
song ! Let this be the language of a grate- 
ful, ilevoted life ! Let this be the spirit of 
the glad witness you bear for your Lord ! 

And then this witness shall abide. It 
shall never be lost. It shall never cease. 
Even when you have entered the bright 
City, and are still sounding this joyous note 
in realms of light, your voice shall still be 
heard here below. 

It was a glad spring day, and after the 
fruitfu] showers all creation seemed to re- 



The Great Present, 95 

joice. Then upward, from a field of spring- 
ing wheats rose a lark, warbling its cheery 
note. And long after it was hid from sight, 
its voice rang clear and shrill as it mounted 
higher and higher. 

Thus, I thought, is it with the true fol- 
lower of Christ. When he arises far above 
this lower earth his voice is still heard 
amongst men. He, being dead, yet speaketh. 
His words live on in the memories of those 
who heard him. His life lingers long in the 
witness it bore to holiness and truth. 
Letters, or other fruits of the pen, are 
cherished as precious mementoes of the 
past. And the key-note of life, or words 
thus remembered, is this joyous anthem, 
sweet as it is sung here, but sweeter as it 
shall be sung by the choirs of the skies, — 
"Thanks be to God for His unspeak- 
able Gift!" 
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VI. 

FREE, YET IN BONDS. 

A STORY has often been told of a 
"^ coloured woman, on board a steamer in 
some eastern country. She was a slave, and 
an Englishman was touched with her misery 
and degradation, and wished to have the joy 
of giving her freedom. Ignorant of his 
design, she heard him name the sum he 
was willing to give for her purchase, and 
she reproached him, as an Englishman, for 
buying a slave. But when she understood 
why he did so, she was filled with gratitude. 

" I have bought you to set you free/* said 
the Englishman. 

*^ Then I am your slave for ever/^ was her 
prompt reply. 

Thus was she made "free, yet in bonds.'^ 
A new bondage took the place of the old. 
She willingly took upon herself the sweetT 
bondage of gratitude and love and willing 
service, in place of the old burden which 
had lain so heavily upon her. 
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In the life of a Christian there is some- 
what of a similar character. There is a 
twofold position. There is freedom, yet 
there are bonds. This thought is given us 
by the Apostle Paul in i Cor. vii. He is 
speaking to a church where some were free^ 
and others under the yoke. He reminds 
them of their position as the disciples of 
Christ, and shows how it lifts them up above 
the distinction that existed in their temporal 
condition. As in another place, he declares 
that in Christ there is no more *' Jew nor 
Greek, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, bond or free ; '' so also 
in the chapter I refer to. He dwells on the 
spirit in which the freed man and the slave 
are each to regard their lot. *^He that is 
called in the Lord, being a servant (or slave), 
is the Lord's freeman (freed man — Revised 
Version). Likewise also, he that is called, 
being free, is the Lord's servant" (bond- 
servant — jR. F.) ^^Ye are bought with a 
price ; be not ye the servants of men " 
(vers. 22-23). 

As if he would say — ^^ Learn to see your 
true position with respect to Christ, and 
care but little for that which regards man." 
If the burden of slavery rests upon you, 



98 Free^ yet in Bonds. 

rejoice that in Christ you have a true, 
eternal freedom. If you are free from the 
yoke, remember that by your calling you 
must ever reckon yourself under the yoke of 
Christ. Bear in mind the vast ransom that 
has been paid for your redemption, and live 
worthily of Him who bath so highly exalted 
you. 

So that here you have both sides of a 
Christian's life. From the words of Paul 
we gather that the slave is free, and that 
the freed man is in bonds; but both are 
true to each believer. He is "free, yet in 
bonds.*^ Here is a subject worth our 
prayerful meditation. Keep both sides of 
the Christian life before you. If you be 
Christ's, rejoice in the liberty with which 
Christ has set you free. No less, be mindful 
of your vast responsibility to be His faithful 
and devoted servant. 

I. Christ calls you to a Glorious 
Liberty. — He breaks your bonds, and frees 
you from every chain. Liberty ! Ah, 
what crimes have been committed in thy 
name I Liberty ! What terrible license for 
evil has been covered by such a claim ! 
Liberty ! Yes, too often it has been liberty 
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to overturn, uproot, slay, destroy. Liberty ! 
But it has brought in the most intolerable 
bondage, and with its iron hoof has trampled 
down all that is fair and noble, pure and 
holy, all that is of God and heaven I Let 
£ngland beware ! There is a liberty which is 
tenfold more to be feared than the despotism 
of the worst monarch that ever reigned. 
Take heed of the liberty of lawlessness ! 
May God protect our land from this, above 
all other evils ! 

But the liberty which Christ gives has no 
element of evil, but is good and only good. 
How precious should it be to the Christian's 
heart when he remembers the price at which 
it has been purchased. I have read of one 
who, himself redeemed from slavery by his 
own efforts, commissioned another to endea- 
vour to ransom his wife and children, hoping 
in time to pay back the sum required. But 
when he heard the price demanded, he ex- 
claimed — '^Too much, too much!'' But 
the ransom was paid by his friend, though 
he could never look for it to be repaid 
him. 

But think of the price for our ransom ! 
Turn and see One fairer than the children 
of men. He has never done aught but good, 
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and has wiped away the tear from ten thou- 
sand sorrowing ones. But see Him led away 
bound and fettered as a traitor or a thief. 
See Him in His bonds^ standing as a prisoner 
at the bar of wicked and unscrupulous men. 
See Him loosed from the chains^ but to re- 
ceive the still more cruel fetters of the iron 
nails which held Him fast to the cross. All 
the shame^ all the suffering that rough, hard 
men could inflict upon Him ; all this^ with 
the agony of Gethsemane, and the desolation 
of the darkest hour of all, when Heaven 
itself seemed closed against Him ; — ^all this 
was the price of that glorious gift of freedom 
He loves to give to the children of men. 
Surely, we are almost ready to cry — ^'Too 
much, too much!^* to redeem the lost and 
guilty sons of earth. 

But what a grand, glorious boon is this 
freedom of the Gospel ! How shall we look 
at it? 

Shall we regard it as sevenfold — branching 
out in all directions, and in each, telling of 
lome unspeakable privilege that pertains to 
us, and bringing to us some new element of 
joy and gladness? 

I. There is freedom from the yoke of a 
burdensome ceremonial, — In the school -da vs 



Frety yet in Bonds. loi 

of the Church of God, such a ceremonial 
was needful and profitable. Children are 
taught by pictures. And in the system of 
the older dispensation, there needed instruc- 
tion as to the very rudiments of divine 
truth. What was meant by sin, by atone- 
ment, by forgiveness, by close approach to 
the Most High; how God abhorred ini- 
quity, and yet opened a door of hope to the 
sinner; how Redemption was to rest upon 
mediation, priesthood, and sacrifice; — ^all 
this was taught by type and symbol, ere it 
was possible for the full truth of the Gospel 
16 be understood and received. But now 
the childhood of the Church has passed 
away, and with it the whole system of the 
Jewish ceremonial. 

In these later days our great privilege is 
spiritual worship. A few simple forms and 
ceremonies we must have. The two sacra- 
ments are divinely appointed for our profit. 
The orderly performance of public worship 
is helpful and most necessary. But here we 
must rest. To multiply forms and cere- 
monies is to impose new fetters on the 
Church of Christ. It is to hinder and 
impede the spirit^s fellowship with the 
great Father above. It is to contradict the 
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glorious Rubric of New Testament service 
— '^GoD IS A Spirit: and they that 
WORSHIP Him must worship Him in 

SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH*' (John iv. 24). 

The words of the preface of our Prayer 
Book '^on Ceremonies '* is worthy of our 
notice at this time : — 

"This our excessive multitude of cere- 
monies was so great^ and many of them so 
dark^ that they did more confound and 
darken than declare and set forth Christ's 
benefits unto us. And besides this, Christ's 
Gospel is not a ceremonial law^ as much of 
Moses' law was, but it is a religion to serve 
God, not in bondage of the figure and 
shadow, but in the freedom of the Spirit ; 
being content only with those ceremonies 
which do serve to a decent order and godly 
discipline, and such as be apt to stir up the 
dull mind of man in the remembrance of 
his duty to God, by some notable and 
special signification, whereby he might be 
edified." 

2. There is freedom from the curse and 
condemnation of the law, — The law brings 
to the sinner a message of heavy tidings. 
It tells him that "the wages of sin is 
Jeath.^' It tells him that the least act of 
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disobedience^ though it be but a trivial 
ofience in the sight of man, brings with 
it a sentence of condemnation. It proclaims 
a curse, even the wrath of God, and the 
righteous punishment which ensues, on 
every one who transgresses, in any par- 
ticular, the least of His commandments. 
Nor can man by any works or efforts 
of his own break this terrible chain, or 
escape from the bitter consequences of his 
sin. 

No repentance, no amendment of life, 
no alms-deeds or good works, can lift off 
the burden, or make peace between God 
and the soul. 

But, thank God, when a man casts him- 
self wholly upon God^s mercy and accepts 
Christ as his Surety, and His sacrifice as the 
ground of his forgiveness, then the curse is 
rolled away and he is free. The law has 
no more claim upon him. Christ died 
once for all and paid the full penalty. He 
was made sin, that we might be accounted 
righteous. He was condemned, that we 
might be justified. He was made a curse, 
that upon us might come the blessing. 

Take an illustration. A man has been 
brought in guilty of some crime, and has 
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been condemned to ten or twenty years' 
penal servitude. Suppose him to have 
passed through this season of exile^ could 
he be condemned again for the same crime? 
Or suppose a criminal to have been sen- 
tenced to deaths and after his execution 
he had been raised from the dead^ as La- 
zarus^ would it be just that he should again 
suffer and die ? Would he not henceforth 
be free from the claim of the law ? 

Now^ consider how it is with him who 
believes in Jesus. In the person of his 
Surety and Representative, he has endured 
all that the law demands. 

For our sake Christ was an exile from 
His Father's house. For our sake He suf- 
fered and died the cruel death of the cross. 
Now He hath risen again^ and the law can 
no more condemn Him. I too in Him 
have died^ and in Him have been raised to 
a new life ; so that, as one with Him, I can 
never be condemned. 

Here is a blessed, blood-bought freedom. 
No longer am I under the law, but under 
grace. Though sin hath abounded, yet 
grace doth much more abound. Perfect 
deliverance from the law's penalty, perfect 
remission of all guilt, a perfect justifica- 
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tion from every possible charge, a sure and 
perfect acceptance before the throne of 
God — all this is mine through the work of 
Christ upon the cross. 

*' Death and the curse were in our cup ; 
O Christ, 'twas full for Thee ! 
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop — 

'Tis empty now for me. 
That bitter cup. Love drank it up — 
Now blessing's draught for me." 

3. In Christ there is freedom from the 
burden of a guilty conscience. — This is 
closely linked with the last thought, but 
yet there is a difference. A person may 
truly have come to Christ, and be free 
from the condemnation of the law, and 
yet, through imperfect knowledge, through 
weakness of faith, through failing to grasp 
the breadth and fulness of the promises, 
may walk in darkness, and be in bondage 
as to any sure sense of pardon and peace. 
A schoolmaster had once a long illness, 
and, after his recovery, was greatly afraid 
of being unable to meet the bill for medical 
advice. When the bill came in, he was 
afraid to look at it for several days, but 
when he opened it, he found it receipted. 
The thoughtful kindness of the doctor 
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in this way saved the man all future 
anxiety. 

This incident seems to me a parable of 
many faint-hearted Christians. They are 
in continual bondage because they do not 
look at the Divine signature^ and the full 
discharge from all sin which is theirs in 
Christ. They have it by them, if they 
would only look at it ; but they go mourn- 
ing all their days, because they will not 
carefully examine the sweet promises which 
God has given them. 

Hast thou, my brother or sister, come 
to thy Saviour? Hast thou confessed to 
Him thy sin^ desiring to conceal nothing 
from His searching eye ? Hast thou taken 
the sinner's place, low before His cross, 
trusting alone to His precious blood? 
Then read, believe, rejoice ! Here is the 
receipt in full for the whole debt of ten 
thousand talents! — "I have blotted out as 
a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a 
cloud thy sins." ^^ Thy sins and iniquities 
I will remember no more." ^^ In whom we 
have redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace." Son, daughter, ^^ be of good 
cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee." 
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With 8uch promises and assurances, why 
shouldst thou doubt? Why not glory 
in thy full acceptance in Christ? When 
such liberty is thine, why dishonour thy 
Saviour by walking in bondage and in 
fear ? 

4. In Christ there is freedom from the 
dominion of sin^ and from all the power of 
the enemy. — No more galling yoke is there 
to be found than the thraldom of evil 
passions, tyrant lusts, habits and customs 
of wrong-doing, tempers uncontrolled and 
which burst forth like a hurricane, tempta- 
tions which hurry a man onward toward 
the precipice of utter ruin, — the dark 
trinity of '^the world, the flesh, and the 
devil,^' all drawing a man along the path- 
way that leadeth to eternal death, — here 
is a foe that is terrible indeed ! ^^ He that 
committeth sin is the servant (or slave) of 
sin." 

But in Christ there is freedom and 
deliverance from this misery also. Satan 
is strong, for he is a roaring lion; but 
Christ is stronger, for He is the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah — yea, the almighty 
Shepherd, who can guard the weakest of 
His flock from his treachery and guile. 
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Sin b strocg, and it has conquered and 
destroyed 13 myriads in ercry age ; but 
Christ is stronger, for He is our Joshua, 
and He can pot every enemy beneath our 
ftret. If united to Christ bv true £utb, 
''sin shall not hare dominion over you.'' 
Being no longer under the law, but under 
grace, Christ reigns in you by Hb Holy 
Spirit, and by the same Spirit can make 
you more than conqueror over every snare 
of the tempter. " The law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made us free 
from the law of sin and death'' (Rom. 
vni. 2). 

Christian, remember always the secret of 
success in the sore conflict you have to 
wage. Let " the joy of the Lord " be ''your 
strength.'* Apart from Christ there is 
nothing but defeat. You may resolve to 
do better, you may strive against your 
besetting sin, but if it be in your own 
might you will fail. But draw near to 
Christ, and keep Him in view continually. 
Hide deep in your heart His own word of 
promise — "My grace is sufficient for thee, 
for My strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness." Fly to Him as your stronghold, 
whenever danger is at hand. Make Him 
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your shield^ when the shafts of the wicked 
one are aimed for your destruction. 

I often think of a lesson I learnt one 
snowy day in Birmingham. A big lad 
was unmercifully snow-balling a lesser one. 
But when the little fellow saw me coming, 
he got behind me and kept me on the slant 
between himself and his enemy, until he 
was able to escape from him. Ah, here is 
a lesson for me, thought I. Let me ever 
make Christ my shield. Let me ever put 
Him between me and my temptations, be- 
tween me and my cares, and fears, and 
perils, and He will answer for them; no 
evil can overcome His power; and when I 
thus trust in Him, no sin or evil can over- 
come me. Thus will you find strength for 
victory. You will be delivered from the 
sin which once was too strong for you. 
More and more the Spirit of Christ shall 
fashion you in His image and likeness. 
More and more shall the evil nature be 
mortified and kept under, and Christ Him- 
self make your heart His dwelling-place. 

5. In Christ there is the freedom and 
liberty of a child in the Father's house. 
Here is one of the sweetest privileges of 
the Christian life. The Christian is a 
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beloved child^ and shares all the love and 
tenderness of a Father s heart, " Ye have 
not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear, but ye have received the Spirit 
of Adoption^ whereby we cry, Abba^ 
Father.'' 

Go into that bright, pleasant home. See 
a company of happy little ones^ here and 
there a face beaming with smiles and sun- 
shine, one running in and climbing up the 
knee of father or mother, another receiving 
some special token of a parent's love, and 
all at perfect liberty in a home where true 
and genuine affection makes them one. 
There may not be many such homes^ but, 
thank God, there are some, and wherever 
they exist there is deep joy and comfort 
unequalled in any other earthly sphere. 
And is not such a home a type of the great 
family of our Father in heaven ? 

Strange mistakes are often made by the 
children of the world. They think of 
Christians as if they were of all men most 
miserable. But they are of all men most 
blessed. This one thought is a fountain of 
unfailing happiness — " I am at home with 
God. Once I was far off, but now I am 
nigh. Once I was a stranger, but now a 
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beloved child. Once the thought of His 
presence was fear and dread, but now it is 
life, and joy, and peace. He is my Father, 
and in this Name all heart-joys meet. He 
knows me by name, and cares for me in all 
my cares. He pitieth me, and in tender 
compassion marks each tear I shed and each 
sorrow that weighs upon my heart. He 
opens His hand, and each day gives me 
all I need. He bows down His ear and 
hearkens to each prayer I offer. I have 
boldness and liberty to go at all times into 
His presence-chamber, and may tell Him 
every desire and ask of Him whatsoever is 
good. 

" My child," I heard my Father say, 
"My child, look up and see 
The love with which thy Father's face 
Is looking down on thee. 

" My child, I know thee by thy name, 
I own* thee as thou art ; 
No guilt of thine, or grief or shame, 
Can shut thee from my heart. 

** No earthly father pities so, 
So tender none could be ; 
No mother o'er her babe hath yearned 
As I have yearned for thee." 



1 1 2 Free J yet in Bonds. 



" My Father, I can ask no more, 
Since Thou on me hast smiled ; 
My fears are still, my wants are met, 
I know I am Thy child." 

6. In Christ there is freedom from the 
fear of death. — In many cases this is a 
terrible bondage. It casts its dark shadow 
over the brightest scenes of life. And even 
where it is otherwise, till men have found 
the antidote, it is only because the future 
is put put of sight. The moment that dan- 
ger or disease reminds men of its approach, 
peace is gone, and there is nothing but 
alarm and dread. 

But Christ rids men of their enemy. He 
"delivers those who through fear of death 
are all their lifetime subject to bondage.*' 
He takes away the terror of coming judg- 
ment, which is one great element in this fear. 
When sin is covered, and there is nothins: 
but love between God and the soul, the 
worst dread vanishes for ever. And for the 
rest the sure hopes and promises of the 
Gospel come in to dispel the shadows that 
remain. Though to the last there may be 
in some cases a shrinking from the physical 
circumstances of the last great change, the 
bodily suffering, the parting from all we 
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love, the thought of the gloomy grave, yet 
light bursts through the darkness. By the 
telescope of faith the believer catches a 
glimpse of the home beyond. " To depart 
and be with Christ is far better.*' He 
can rest on the words of the Master—" If 
a man keep My saying he shall never see 
death." "I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth on Me, though he 
die, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth 
and believeth on Me shall never die " (John 
xi. 23 — R. V.) 

And all through the valley the presence 
of the Good Shepherd upholds the depart- 
ing spirit. Thus death is slain, the grave 
is conquered, and even with his last breath 
the Christian may chant a song of triumph. 
'^Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.'* 
*^Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : 
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy 
staflf they comfort me.'' And this freedom 
and deliverance, to be enjoyed even now, 
has its perfection and completion in that 
which is yet to come. There yet remains — 

7. The glorious liberty of God's children 
at the manifestation of Christ and His 
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Saints. (Rom. viii. 21.) — Too often, whilst 
here below, Christians are closed and 
fettered by infirmities of the flesli, by the 
corruption that still cleaves to them, by 
depressing circumstances in their home, by 
the sad imperfections of Christ's Church, 
by peculiarities of natural temperament, 
by fears, and cares, and anxieties. Even 
when the spirit is set free by death, yet the 
body is still held in prison by the coffin and 
the grave. But at Christ's appearing, no ves*- 
tige of these bonds and fetters shall remain. 

Oh, the freedom of the risen saint in the 
perfect likeness of his Redeemer! Oh, the 
joy of a life where love reigns without alloy 
in the soul, and where the body is fitted to 
fulfil, without weariness, the behests of the 
great King! Here will be perfection that 
now we can but faintly conceive. 

Here is the sevenfold freedom of the 
child of God, but is it your own ? What 
know you of freedom from the law, of 
freedom from a guilty conscience, of freedom 
from the dominion of sin, and of the liberty 
of a spirit that can delight in a Father's 
love ? What know you of victory by faith 
over the fear of death, and of a joyful hope 
of full deliverance at Christ's coming? 
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Oh, come to Christ for this rich benefit 
of redeeming love. 

One of Ireland's old favourites was called 
*^the Liberator," and multitudes would 
flock to his standard, and look to him for 
the great things he would do for his 
country. But he passed away, and poor 
Ireland has still been troubled and afflicted ; 
most of all, as I believe, by her bondage to 
Rome, and her lack of the knowledge of 
Christ and His truth. 

But Christ is the true Liberator. He 
can set free both nations and individuals. 
He can set you free. You may be tied and 
bound by the chain of your sins. You may 
be the slave of drink, or doubt, or of an 
earthly mind, or of evil passions; but Jesus 
can save and deliver you. Seek Him in 
sincerity. Go to Him in humility and 
faith. Pray to Him with your whole heart, 
and make this your petition — "O Lord, 
bring my soul out of prison, that I may 
praise Thy Name/' Only do this, and He 
will not fail you. He will break your 
chains, and save you with an everlasting 
salvation. 

But if you are Christ's, if He hath set 
you free from the bondage of evil, never 
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forget the other side of the Christian life. 
Rejoice in your privileges, but forget not 
your responsibilities. You are free, yet 
still in bonds. Love has fastened the chain 
around your heart, and you must never 
forget it, nor think to escape from it. If 
He hath rid you from the cruel yoke of 
Satan, He puts upon you His light yoke 
and easy burden, and bids you carry it after 
Him. If He hath freed you from the 
slavery of sin, it is that you may be a 
servant of righteousness, and your mem- 
bers as instruments of righteousness unto 
God. Delight in this service, and glory in 
it as that by which you may bring great 
honour to Him who has redeemed you. 

I remember reading of a true-hearted 
missionary in China, and the way in which 
he regarded this service. The boys in the 
town where he laboured used to mock him, 
and run after him, crying — "Jesus Christ's 
man! Jesus Christ's manP' "Yes,^' said 
the good missionary, "that is just what I 
am. I am Jesus Christ's man. I am a 
slave of Jesus, and I rejoice that I am !*' 

£ut how shall you carry out this service ? 

Remember on your knees the calling to 
which you are pledged. On your knees 
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place yourself in Christ's presence. There 
give yourself again and again to Him. 
Dedicate yourself afresh to Him, to do His 
bidding, and fulfil His will concerning you. 
Place yourself wholly at His disposal. Let 
there be no reserves. Time, influence, 
money, what gifts He has bestowed, yield 
them up to Him, and ask Him to guide 
you in the use of them. Then let there 
be continued prayer for the power of the 
Holy Ghost. We want the bonds of 
Christ to be drawn closer and closer around 
the soul. We want to be bound hand 
and foot by the cords of His love, and to 
have a holy constraint in the inner man, 
so that we ever wish to have no will but 
His, and to have no life but His own life 
. of grace, purity, and unselfish toil, wrought 
out in us, and through us. For this, we 
must wait upon Him for His Spirit to 
work mightily in us. The Spirit will 
quicken our desires to serve Him. The 
Spirit will bestow wisdom, zeal, patience, 
perseverance. The Spirit will go before 
and prepare the hearts of those whom we 
wish to help. Only in the Spirit can any 
service be pleasing to the Lord, or of profit 
to those around us. 
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There are three graces of the Spirit that 
I would ^specially urge you to cultivate. 
These three points are so vastly important, 
that wherever they are found they will 
always make a servant of Christ eminently 
useful- 
First, I would place a singleness nf eye, 
a holy consistency^ a transparent sincerity of 
aim and conduct. " Lord, give me a single 
eye/' was a continual prayer of a Sunday- 
school teacher; and with his penknife be 
cut the words '^a single eye'* on the desk 
where he constantly sat through the week. 
Cherish this spirit, and it will make you 
careful as to the least detail of daily con- 
duct. You will never excuse yourself in 
the least sin. Truth and perfect integrity 
will mark both your words and actions. 
You will be as careful to do right when 
alone, as amongst a crowd of observers. 

Next, I would place a cheerful^ genial 
spirit. Be a Barnabas, a son of consola- 
tion, one whose very look and countenance 
tells of the sunshine that reigns within. 
Let the joy of the Lord be your strength. 
You may have cares and troubles, aches 
and pains, losses and disappointments (and 
what Christian has not?) but don't let 
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them sour yaur spirit, or make you fretful, 
murmuring, and unhappy. In the power 
of faith rise above these crosses, and rejoice 
even iu tribulation. Let the little folks 
about you see something attractive in your 
happy smile, that they may be drawn to the 
Saviour whom you love. Let servants and 
friends and neighbours see by your own 
deiDeanour, that religion is something worth 
having, and not be frightened at it because 
, you are always in the dumps !^ I am per* 
suad^d few things are more important than 
thifl. A cheerful countenance, and a bright, 
hearty spirit, have been the magnet that has 
4rawn many a one to Christ. 

Last,, but not least, I would place Love 
— true, genuine, unselfish, unfeigned love. 
We all of us want more of the charity that 
cometh down from heaven, that burned so 
brightly in the breast of the Redeemer, and 
that ought to be the great mark of all His 
followers. 

Whilst St. John is the apostle of love, 
yet St. Paul no less tells its praises in one 
of the most wonderful chapters he ever 
wrote — I Cor. xiii. ; whilst his whole life is 
an exhibition of self-sacrificing love, such 
as we can scarcely find elsewhere. 
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Had Christians more love, what fresh 
efforts would be made to reach the heathen 
abroad^ and the perishing ones in our 
villages, towns, and cities at home! Had 
Christians more love^ what thousands would 
flow into Christ's treasury^ which are now 
under lock and key, or are spent upon 
luxury and self! Had Christians more love^ 
what numbers of fresh visitors we should 
have in our parishes^ and fresh teachers in 
our Sunday-schools! What multitudes of 
sorrowful hearts might be relieved^ the father- 
less and the widow succoured, the naked and 
destitute clothed and fed, burdens removed, 
and happiness and comfort increased a thou- 
sandfold, if only Love more reigned within 
the heart ! 

But more especially would I remind you 
that the manifestation of true, unfeigned 
love, is one of the choicest means of draw- 
ing others to the knowledge of Christ. 

Two lads were once talking together 
about those who taught them in the Sunday- 
school. 

"You should be in our class," said one, 
" our teacher knows such a lot.'* 

^'You should be in our class,'' said the 
otherj "out teacher loves such a lot.'' 
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In which class do you think most chil- 
dren would prefer to be ? 

But let me add another example. A 
young Mohammedan was invited by a 
missionary to visit him at his own house, 
and converse with him on the subject of 
Christianity. He accepted the invitation 
and came. Just at the moment he came 
in^ the missionary had discovered a case of 
gross neglect in his native servant. The 
man had been told to prepare the tent, and 
repair any defects, that, on the morrow, the 
missionary might set out on a journey to 
preach in the surrounding villages. But 
the servant had never touched it, and the 
journey had to be postponed. The young 
Mohammedan saw how matters stood, and 
expected the missionary to strike a blow^ or 
at least administer a very rough rebuke. 
But when he noticed the quiet, gentle way 
in which he pointed out the evil of his 
conduct, the young man felt assured there 
was something very real in his religion, and 
was thus led to search the Scriptures, and 
become a follower of Christ. 

After a time he fell back through the per- 
sistent opposition of his young wife. But a 
second time love came and touched his 
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heart. Another missionary heard of his 
forsaking Christ's service^ and called upon 
him. When he saw him he said not one 
reproachful word, but fell on his neck and 
wept. This led him to see how wrong he 
had been to yield, and more steadfastly 
than ever to give himself to the service of 
the Lord Jesus. 

^'O Lord^ who hast taught us that all 
our doings without charity are nothing 
worth, send Thy Holy Ghost, and pour 
into our hearts that most excellent gift of 
charity, the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues^ without which whosoever liveth is 
counted dead before Thee: grant this for 
Thine only Son, Jesus Christ's sake !• '' 

If there be within your heart something 
of this love, there is one channel very especi-> 
ally into which I should like to direct it. 
Christ has a great care for the young, and 
so should His people. " Feed my lambs '^ 
is a charge that ought never to be forgotten. 
And to feed them with the sincere milk of 
His Word, they need to be gathered and 
watched over and won over for instruction 
by the kindness of such as know and love 
the Saviour. In our large towns there are 
thousands of poor children in our streets. 
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and very many in a higher rank of life, that 
might b» grounded in Scriptural truth, and 
perhaps led to the Saviour, if only agents 
suited for the work would volunteer, and 
patiently abide in the work they undertake. 
There is one branch of His work that 
demands at this time special thought and 
consideration. If these pages should fall 
into the bands of any one of large means, 
and who might possibly be able to give 
thousands where needed, I would urge one 
claim^ which seems to me about the most 
urgent for our country's true welfare. 

There is exceeding peril abroad for the 
young of our English middle and upper 
classes. For one reason, the atmosphere of 
doubt and unbelief is all around. In maga- 
zines, in newspapers, in various books that 
are widely read, there are statements made 
which unsettle the faith of many in the 
truth and inspiration of the Scriptures. 

Then there is equal peril in another 
direction. At various centres, large schools 
have been established, giving an excellent 
secular education, but where the religious 
tendency is distinctly towards the doctrines 
of the Church of Rome. In these schools 
many thousands of young people are being 
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educated^ and in many cases drawn away 
from their faith in the doctrines of the 
Reformation. And now comes a new 
danger. The Jesuits have come over in 
shoals^ in consequence of their expulsion 
from the Continent, and are using their 
immense wealth in building establishments 
for the instruction of the young. A mag- 
nificent college has been built at Fort 
Augustus in Scotland; and at Jersey, at 
Canterbury, and elsewhere, they are pur- 
posing the same work. Shall all this be 
permitted, and shall no effort be made to 
counteract it ? 

No doubt very large amounts are needed 
to do anything effectually. But shall Rome 
and Sacerdotalism prevail, and rob us of 
the young in our land ? Are there no rich 
men, no wealthy ladies in our country, who 
will stand in the gap, and take counsel how 
best to meet this great and imminent peril ? 
Surely it cannot be. But if it be, and Eng- 
land hereafter should be given up to infidelity 
and Romish superstition, who will be to 
blame ? For Christ's sake I would urge this 
matter. If you can do anything, let nothing 
stand in the way. No claim can possibly 
be more urgent. If you cannot give, at least 
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you can pray, and He who hath all hearts 
in His hand^ can dispose those who are able 
to forward this good work. "Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty 
might be rich/* 

''Oh, let our adoration for all that He hath done 

Peal out beyond the stars of God, while voice and life 

are one ! 
And let our consecration be real, and deep, and true ; 
Oh, even now our hearts shall bow, and joyful vows 

renew I 

" In full and glad surrender we give ourselves to Thee, 
Thine utterly, and only, and evermore to be 1 
.0 Son of God, who lovest us, we will be Thine alone, 
And all we are, and all we have, shall henceforth be 
Thine own I " 
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VII. 

BE SEPARATE/ 

" /^^OME out and be separate '* 13 a Christian 
duty, but we must not regard it as 
something painful^ forced, and unnatural. 
Rather is it to be regarded as a joyful, glad- 
some privilege. We must not look at it ^s 
a hard command, but as necessarily linked 
with the exceeding height of favour and 
honour to which we are raised. 

An illustration which I have heard, applie.d 
in somewhat a different way, may make my 
meaning clear. 

A young lady, remarkable for her beauty 
and accomplishments, is the life of the 
fashionable circle in which she moves. 
With all her heart she throws herself into the 
usual amusements of such society. She loves 
the world, and the world loves her. But a 
new affection springs up. She gives her heart 
to one who in many respects is worthy of it, 
and now, with the object of her choice, she is 
willing to go anywhere. With scarcely a 
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pang of regret she leaves behind her scenes 
and pleasures which once were her all, and 
with the one she now loves dearest in the 
worldj in some distant land, perhaps in some 
lonely out-station in India, she is happier far 
than ever she was before. She has "come 
out,'' but does she regret it ? She is separate 
from all the pursuits of days past, but is she 
a loser ? Nay, she is more than content with 
the one as exchange for the many she has 
left behind. 

And is it not so with the Christian ? If 
only Christ be realized as the Bridegroom of 
the soul, is it not a joy to forsake all for His 
sake ? If the King be willing to take you 
for His own, will not the loyal heart desire 
to renounce all else 'that may come between ? 
"Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and 
incline thine ear; forget also thine own 
people and thy father's house ; so shall the 
King greatly desire thy beauty; for He 'is 
thy Lord God, and worship thou Him" (Ps. 
xlv. 10, 11). 

There must be separation between the 
Church and the world. There must be a 
line drawn between those who are the true 
body of Christ, the blessed company of all 
faithful people, and those that are content to 
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be outside His fold^ and are yet Ii\ring with- 
out Christ, without God, and without hope 
in the world. 

Very startling is the thrice-repeated de- 
scription of believers given by Christ shortly 
before His death. It ought to be carefully 
pondered. It ought to be deeply graven on 
the hearts of Christ's true disciples : 

" If ye were of the world, the world would 
love its own : but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you'* 
(John XV. 19). 

We have the same thought twice brought 
out in the great prayer of intercession, given 
us in John xvii. 14-16 — *' I have given them 
Thy word ; and the world hath hated them, 
because they are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world. I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that Thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil. They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world,*^ 

Thus do we find our Lord three times, in 
the most emphatic language, at the most 
solemn crisis of His sojourn below^ declare 
plainly the separation between His own and 
the world that lieth in the Wicked One, 
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But let us inquire. What are the grounds 
of this separation ? Why is there such a 
distinction in the sight of God, and why 
ought it to be manifested in the daily life 
of the Christian ? 

For one thing, it should be remembered 
that all true believers are given by the Father 
to the Son, as the fruit of His merit and 
sufTertngs. You have this frequently brought 
put in St. John's Gospel. '^All that the 
Father giveth Me shall come to Me'^ 
(John vi. 37). *' That He should give eternal 
life to as many as Thou hast given Him.'* 
** I have manifested Thy Name to the men 
whom Thou gavest me out of the world : 
Thine they were, and Thou gavest them 
me*' (John xvii. 2, 6. See also vers. 9, 11, 
12, 24). ^ 

. Here, it seems to me, is one firm basis of 
separation. In a very special way believers 
are given to Christ by the Father. If you 
bad in your home various precious articles of 
gold, silver, and jewellery, but one case of 
rare and precious jewels, bequeathed to you 
by a parent whose memory you revered more 
than that of any one you had ever known, 
would not that case of jewels have a very 
peculiar value in your sight ? Would you 

1 



130 jB^ Separate! 



not guard it with special care, and esteem it 
as worth more than all beside ? 

Is it not so with Christ and His Church ? 
When He looks down from heaven upon a 
congregation, we may fully believis thattvfery 
one of them is the object of His tender com- 
passion. He who wept over Jerusaletti Will 
has pity for sinhers who have no pity oil 
themselves. But does not His heart rest in 
His own? Are they not His inheritance 
His special treasure, His jewels ? Dots He 
not see in th6rin the tokens oF k Father^s loVe ? 
Are they not the jiurchase of His blood and 
the fruits of His bitter passion ? Thus they 
stand in His sight on a different footing from 
the children of the world. They are now 
His chosen portion^ for whom He ever pleads 
with the Father. 

But take another ground of separation. 
Believers are united to Christ in a firm, 
abiding, real, though mysterious union. " I 
in them and Thou in Me." *'That the love 
wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in 
them, and / in themP " Abide in Me and 
I in you.'^ '^ He that abideth in Me and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.'* 
It is thus the Saviour speaks of His people. 
, A mighty though, \uvisible link, knits 
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together the Redeemer and the redeemed. 
They are living stones resting on the chief 
Corner-stone, living branches in the living 
Vine-stem, the eye, the ear, the hand, the 
foot, in His mystical body, the bride, the 
spouse, united to the Heavenly Bride- 
groom. 

It does not ensure salvation to you of me, 
that, far above the stars, exalted to the right 
hand of the Father, is a great glorious 
Saviour reigning evermore, till He hath put 
all enemies under His feet; but the question 
is, Am I His ? Am I one with Him ? Am I 
so joined to Him that one spirit, one life, is 
in me as in Himself? Do I share all that is 
in Him, because I am one with Him in an 
everlasting union by faith in His Name? 
Is not here, in this most wonderful but most 
blessed union, the secret of our joy, our hope, 
our strength? In myself I am guilty and con- 
demned for manifold breaches of God's law, 
but in Him I stand clear of all condemnation ; 
I have a righteousness without a flaw, for 
He Himself is my righteousness, and in Him 
I have paid to the last farthing the penalty 
of all my guilt. 

In myself I am altogether powerless for 
good, but in Him I have invitvcibW %^x^Vi^^^ 
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to overcome all sin, and strength to perform 
all God^s holy will. 

In myself I am poor^ and blind^ and miser* 
able, but in Him I am rich and blessed for 
evermore. In Him I have wisdom^ and joy, 
and victory, and life eternal ; for all are His, 
and in Him all are mine. 

And do we not see here the separation 
between those who belong to Christ and 
others ? 

If I have but a natural, common life, like 
that of others, then shall I be of the world, 
and in the world, and like the world. But 
if Christ be my life, if there be in me ait 
unseen but most true union with Him, then 
must I be like Him. The branch must be 
as the stem ; the member must be as the 
Head ; the bride as the Bridegroom. There- 
fore, as Christ was ever " holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and separate from sinners,*' ever 
mingling with them, to teach and to save 
them, and yet ever in spirit and in life, far, 
far above them^ so in a measure must it be 
with me. 

" They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world.'' One with Christ, they 
rise above the world around, even as He. 

But I may add a thiid ground of separa- 
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tion. Christians are partakers of a new 
and heavenly birth. They have been born 
again, through the incorruptible seed of the 
word, and by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Thus there is a great change. They have 
a new and spiritual nature; they become 
new creatures in Christ; old things pass 
away : all things become new. 

The old security is gone 

In which so long we lay ; 
The sleep of death has been dispelled, 

The darkness rolled away. 

New hopes, new purposes, desires, 

And joys Thy grace has given ; 
Old ties are broken from the earth, 

New ones attach to heaven. 

Not only so, but those who are thus 
renewed become temples of the Holy Ghost. 
The Spirit first regenerates the soul, and 
then makes it His abode. "Know ye not 
that your bodies are the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, which ye have of God ; and ye 
are not your own ? ^' 

Here again, we find very clearly the 
principle of separation. There must be a 
separation between those who are ^* born of 
the Spirit," and those " born after the flesh." 
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The latter are of earth, and mind ea^rthly 
things; the former are citizens of the new- 
Jerusalem, and where their treasure is, there 
will their hearts be also. 

Take, moreover, the idea of a temple. 
At once there arises in the mind the thousrht 
of a building separated from all common 
uses, from the traffic and business of the 
world, and set apart for the worship of the 
Most High. It is regarded as the dwelling- 
place of the King of kings. As it seems to 
me, herein lies the deepest root of this 
separation. The soul of the believer is 
God^s special dwelling-place. He dwells 
and abides there, as in a sacred shrine, by 
His own blessed Spirit. A remarkable 
saying of Moses bears upon it. He was 
pleading for God to abide with Israel. *' He 
said unto Him, If thy presence go not with 
me, carry us not up hence. For wherein 
shall it be known here that I and Thy people 
have found grace in Thy sight? Is it not 
in that Thou goest with us ? so shall we he 
separatedy I and Thy people, from all the 
people that are upon the face of the earth" 
(Ex. xxxiii. 15, 16). 

Hence there must be separation. God is 
ybr His people, their' Protector, their Guar- 
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dian^ their K^eper^ their King. God is with 
His people^ overshadowing them with His 
pr^9^np^^ as the fiery pillar pver Israel in the 
wilderpes9, Still more. Qod is in them. 
Father, Son, and Hply Spirit make their 
.^l^od^ ip suph ^9 ^Fe in Christ. And, on 
tb^ oith^r handj still is it true that the 
world is at enmity with God, men for the 
most part forgetting Him, despising ' His 
law, rej^tcting IJis Son, veiling and quench- 
ing E[is Spirit, living ^fter the flesh and 
swaye4 by the Prince of Evil. "What 
f^llow^hip hfLth righteousness with unright- 
eousness? What communion hath light 
with darkness ? '^^ 

Jt i^ here that some would join issue with 
us, Anptbef s^nd $in ppposite view of the 
matter h^s been pnt forth with considerable 
power ^n4 eloquence, and one which has 
a great attraction for niany minds. Such 
person^ ^ I r^er to Wpuld speak somewhat 
in this wav :— r 

" 5® wide and broa4 in your sympathies. 
In thi^ land you may almost reckon the 
Church as synonymoqs with the world. 
Since ^ large proportion of persons are 
baptised and bear the Name of Christ, 
accept them as such. If they are yet very 
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low in their spiritual condition^ go forth and 
mingle with them and endeavour to raise 
them to a higher leveL Instead of standing 
aloof^ go from time to time to the theatre. 
By your presence and influence^ try to 
reform it, and bring in a better element. 
In the same spirit, do not shrink from other 
similar amusements. Go to a ball when- 
ever you feel disposed, and you will be 
doing good by so acting. The little leaven 
will leaven the whole lump. Let a spirit 
like this guide your conduct, and beware 
of everything that seems narrow and 
exclusive." 

Views of this kind are very widely spread. 
They are upheld by very clever arguments, 
and much philanthropy, benevolence, and 
charity is claimed by their advocates. But 
are they correct ? Will they bear investiga- 
tion? I think not. 

It is a fatal mistake to confound those 
who profess Christ's Name with those who 
truly love Him. There are still tares and 
wheat, good fish and bad, in the Church of 
Christ. The true flock of Christ is still a 
little flock. The narrow way has but 
comparatively few walking in it, whilst the 
broad road is thronged with travellers; 
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Where is the congregation where the larger 
proportion are communicants ? And^ even 
amongst communicants, are there not many 
lacking in genuine faith^ love^ and zeal ? 

But I would add to this^ Is not the effect 
of all such conformity on the wrong side ? 
Is this the way to leaven the whole lump ? 
Is it not rather to put a hindrance in the 
way of the Gospel ? 

If gold and lead be put into the same 
pockety the gold will not brighten the lead^ 
but the lead will dull the gold. The lead 
will still be lead^ but the gold will lose its 
brightness. Is it not thus with the Chris- 
tian and the world ? 

You will not improve the world by going 
down to its level, but the world will injure 
you. You will lose your power for useful- 
ness. Samson will be shorn of his locks. 
The salt will lose its savour. The light will 
grow dim in the foul atmosphere around. 

It is no uncommon thing for a young 
lady, perhaps at Confirmation, to taste some- 
thing of a Saviour's love, and to see the 
value of a good hope. But then comes the 
trial. She has a warm, kindly heart. She 
has a large circle of acquaintances, and 
perhaps Christmas is coming on. What i& 
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to be done ? How can she refuse the many 
invitations to the dance^ and the like, which 
she receives ? Can she stay at home whilst 
others go to the pantomime or to the evening 
gaiety^ which will last far into the nioming? 
Perhaps she yields. Then follows ^ sad 
story of a troubled conscience, and a sense 
of decline in higher things; and, perhaps, 9X 
last all Christian hope and peace is gone, 
and she goes back to the world and tries to 
satisfy herself with the wretched husks that 
it has to give. So that, instead of her 
becoming a blessing to the world, the world 
gets the upper hand, and robs her of the 
blessed hope she might otherwise enjoy. 

That something of this kind is the 
practical result in very many case? I hav^ 
no doubt whatever. Therefore, for the very 
purpose of doing good to those who stand 
on a lower level, I would ?^y. Maintain 
your separation. Go down to the world's 
level, and you lose your power to benefit it. 
Catch the world's spirit, and you cannot 
possibly raise others to the true standard of 
a Christian life. 

For the world's sake, Christian, come out 
plainly on the Lord^s side. Stand fast and 
firm on the platform of true discipleship. 
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and you will be able to stretch out a helpiug 
hand, and raise up thosQ who have not yet 
reached it. For the world^s sake be very 
circumspect. Go to no doubtful amuse- 
ments, but keep close to your Master's side ; 
and then^ in fellowship with Him, and in 
His strength, go forth and bear a bold and 
faithful witness for His Name. 

One of the greatest evils that can possibly 
be&ll the Church is for Christians to lose 
their distinctiveness, to become half and 
half, to let a spirit of compromise in matters 
of vital importance mar the reality and 
value of their profession. 

In the days of Queen Mary and preceding 
sovereigns a vast quantity of coin had been 
forced into circulation in which there was 
far more alloy than pure silver. Though it 
answered a purpose for a time, yet in the 
end it disturbed the commerce of the whole 
country, and threatened to bring about the 
ruin of all trade and business. Until it was 
withdrawn in the days of Elizabeth, there 
was increasing evil, and it was one of the 
wisest acts of her reign to restore the 
currency to its former value. Ah, what 
vast quantities of alloy are found in Christ's 
Church ! There are men of double mind — 
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half for the worid, and half for God. There 
are families which keep up the forms of 
religion, and yet the worid's standard and 
the worid's principles and motives weigh far 
more with them than those of Christ ; even 
those who are called to be standard-bearers 
often allow so much in themselves or in 
their homes that deteriorates their character 
and lessens their influence for good, that it 
is not easy to say whether indeed they be of 
Christ or the world. 

Oh, that the Spirit of Christ would 
descend amongst us, and cleanse and purify 
the Church, working mightily in the midst 
of us, casting out the alloy, making His 
servants unreservedly His, — "out and out 
for Jesus ^^ at all times, in all companies, 
under all circumstances, — so that the world 
may know that "they have been with 
Jesus ! '' 

In carrying out the principle of separa- 
tion from the world there is great need of 
wisdom. We need wisdom from above, lest 
avoiding one evil we fall into another. It 
would be comparatively easy to cut the 
knot of every difficult question as to our 
conduct, by taking an extreme course either 
way, without regard to conflicting duties. 
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But under many circumstances^ where no 
positive line is laid down in Holy Scripture, 
it is not easy to know what we ought to do. 
When a parent claims obedience, and yet 
the path marked out seems injurious to the 
soul; when certain dealings in business have 
an appearance, at leasts of want of straight- 
forwardness, and yet any other course seems 
utterly ruinous ; when it would seem need* 
ful to go where a plain witness for truth is 
demanded, as to a Church Congress, and 
yet you are compelled to hear much that 
pains and distresses you; — under these and 
similar circumstances there needs courasce 
to keep a good conscience, a single eye, 
and^ at the same time, there needs wisdom 
sought in earnest prayer that you may 
ascertain the will of God, and then reso- 
lutely follow it. 

One or two of the petitions in our 
Collects seem peculiarly adapted for our 
use: ''Grant unto Thy people that they 
may both perceive and know what things 
they ought to do, and also may have grace 
and power faithfully to fulfil the same." 
Again, in the prayer for the teaching of 
the Spirit : " Grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgment in all things^ 
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and c %e i moi e to rejoice in His holy 
comfort. 

It is only tbos^ I bdiercy putting every 
difficalt matter into God's hands^ and ask- 
ing Him plainly to order and direct it, that 
fire can possibly aroid tbe mistakes which 
we should othowise commit. 

I remember hearing of a young lady who 
had received a guinea hall-ticket from a 
favourite brother. Before it took place her 
heart had been drawn to the Saviour through 
Mission services which she had attended^ 
and she felt altogether indisposed to go to 
scenes of gaiety and dissipation. But there 
was the ticket, and what could she do? 
She could not bear the thought of wounding 
her brother's feelings, and yet she felt she 
could not go to the ball. So she earnestly 
prayed that God would show her the way 
to act. After some days of anxiety her 
brother saw she was in trouble. Discover- 
ing the cause, he removed all discomfort by 
saying a kind word to her, and giving the 
ticket to a cousin, who was quite willing 
to go. 

In the same way you may be sure a door 

of escape will be found. Only pray in faith, 

only watch the gv\\d\t\g Vv^ixvd of God, only 
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be willing to give up your own will and 
your own way, ever looking at duty on its 
various sides, — regarding a parent's positive 
coitimand, for example, as paramount, ex- 
6ept in direct opposition to the word of 
Godj — and then you may rest batisfied that 
you will not be left in the dirk, but clearly 
directed in the path you ought to take. 
" The steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lbfd.'' ^'*[n all thy ways acknowledge 
ttim, and He shall direct thy steps'^ (Ps. 
xxicvii. ; Pr6v. iii.) 

One pointj I have often felt, is of im- 
mense importance t6 be remembered by 
those who wish to carry out aright the duty 
of separation from the world. 

Be Very careful to avoid everything that 
savours of hardship and austerity toward 
those who do not exactly see with you. 
Take the course which conscience indicates, 
but be most considerate for the feelings of 
others. Be genial, be kindly, be courteous. 
Ever hope the best of those around you. 
Think of the temptations of young people, 
and do not repel them by hasty judgments, 
and bitter words about amusements in 
which they do not see the harm that you 
do ; lovingly draw them away from aacb. 
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things if you can^ bat remember, it has 
been said^ "A drop of hooey will catch 
more flies than a quart of vinegar/' 

In dealing with them, cultivate a spirit 
and demeanour that seems to sav. ^' I am 
far happier in the service of Christ than 
vou can ever be in the service of the world. 
I have a joy and a peace in Him that I 
would not exchange for anything this life 
has to offer me. I cannot come down to 
your level, but won't you come up to mine ? 
Shall we not share together the good things 
which God hath provided to them that love 
Him ? " " Come thou with us, and we will 
do thee good/* 

Another point I would suggest is, that 
separation from the world should be seen 
very especially in the common duties and 
transactions of everyday life. 

If you are a Christian indeed, you must 
let the Spirit of Christ in you overcome the 
spirit of the world. In matters that con- 
cern your pocket and your pleasure, your 
business, your profession, your house, and 
your famil}', you must follow the mind and 
spirit of Christ Himself. Here is the 
pattern He has left us to follow.: ^' Ye are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the. 
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ivorld," All separation is to be upon this 
prindple. / must endeavour to act as Christ 
Himself would act. 

This will affect a thousand matters of the 
greatest moment^ as to our influence and 
power for good. If you make up your 
mind that you must not copy the world^ but 
Christ, in everything, it will have an effect 
on the whole tenor of your life. In many 
matters you will not act so as only to keep 
within the strict letter of the law, but as in 
the sight of God. 

A man received from a relative, by will, 
a large sum of money. A donation of ^5 
had been promised by the deceased for a 
matter of charity. But^ because it could 
not be enforced in a court of law, he 
would not pay it. In the Court of Heaven, 
is not such a man as much a thief as the 
man who stole your purse ? 

Consider again, the way in which large 
sums of money are spent in luxury, in ex- 
pensive dress, 'n adorning the house, in 
large and magnificent entertainments; and 
yet, debts are long left unpaid, and but 
little gold and silver, from those who thus 
live, finds its way into the Lord's treasury. 
A guinea subscription is given, whet^ ^(\.^ 
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would scarcely be felt. To ask such persons 
for a donation is one of the most painful 
duties, and very often unsuccessful ; and 
yet, in the house there is a profession of 
religion, and family prayer is regularly 
engaged in. What is all this but the spirit 
of the world eating out the very heart and 
life of true godliness ? 

I would add that in the matter of friend- 
ships, of recreations, of converse in social 
life, the Christian needs to be very watch- 
ful, if he would follow the Saviour. 

When the Marquis of Wellesley went 
as Viceroy to India, we are told in the 
pages of Alison that he was so set upon 
advancing and consolida,ting the English 
dominion in the country, that he would not 
choose as an intimate friend any one who 
was not heart and soul with him in this 
object. 

Should not the Christian exhibit the same 
spirit with reference to the Kingdom of our 
Lord? Ought not every one of Christ's 
true followers to endeavour most earnestly 
to advance His Kingdom in the world ? 
And in the most intimate friendships of life, 
especially in that tie which is the closest of 
allj ought there not always to be that 
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hearty oneness of disposition in this respect, 
that will unite both in striving together 
to promote the glory of their common 
' Saviour ? 

Nor should Christians be less careful as 
to the scenes of recreation which they 
frequent. As we find them at the present 
day, the Theatre, the Ball-room, and the 
Race-course, are hot^beds of evil and un- 
godliness. They are most injurious to the 
cultivation of pure and undefiled religion. 
I will not judge of those who frequent such 
scenes, but to my mind they are perilous in 
the extreme, and are calculated to quench 
in the soul every good and holy purpose and 
desire. 

Another practical point as to separation 
from the world, is the exceeding care that 
a Christian should exercise, so as not to 
catch the prevailing tone with respect to 
religious truth, A great deal that is taught 
just now, and favoured in high quarters, is 
neither according to the mind of Christ, nor 
the teaching of His word. 

It is essentially of the world, and is so 
eagerly received, because it pleases the 
world, and suits the taste of the natural 
heart. 
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The low estimate of sin's malignity^ the 
laxity of view with respect to future judg- 
ment^ and the eternal condemnation of 
those who reject Christ's salvation^ — ^all this 
is of the worlds and is contrary to every 
page of Holy Writ. The servant of Christ 
must not yield to it. It may bring reproach ; 
you may be called narrow-minded, and the 
like, but hold fast the faithful Word, and 
whatsoever is found therein. Never be 
ashamed to own your belief that God is 
wiser than man, and that every threatening, 
as well as every promise that He has given, 
will be fulfilled in its season.. 

I will leave this subject with three guid- 
ing thoughts. They may assist you in 
coming out boldly on the Lord's side, and 
bearing a faithful witness for Him. 

I. Let the love of Christ he supreme. Let 
no lower motive satisfy you. Be not content 
with a mere negative religion. '^ I see no 
harm in this or that," say many. But can 
you do it in the love of Christ ? Are you 
living for self or for Him ? Are you pleas- 
ing tiie world or pleasing the Master ? Are 
you so acting that with a good conscience 
you can ask Him to go with you and bless 
and prosper you in a\V '^ovi do ? 
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Do not I love Thee, O my Lord ? 

Behold my heart and see ; 
And cast each hated idol down 

That dares to rival Thee. 

II. Make it your one aim to rise higher 
and higher. Rest not where you are, but 
press forward. Walk more closely with 
God day by day. Seek to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of Christ, Strive to 
be more like your Saviour in your whole 
spirit and conversation. Then consider 
what will hinder you and what will help 
you in this course, and avoid every stum- 
bling-block, and avail yourself of every aid 
to progress. The word of the Apostle Paul 
gives great guidance here: "Be not con- 
formed to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good and proper and 
acceptable will of God/* Rom. xii. a. '^Be 
not conformed to this world." Do not fol- 
low its evil customs. Do not receive its 
unscriptural teachings. Do not court its 
favour, love its praise, or dread its frown. 
*' Know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God ? '* " But be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind." 
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*^ Transformed '^ is the same word translated 
^^ transfigured,*' when we read of Christ on 
the Mount. As the whole body, counte- 
nance, raiment of Christ was transfigured, 
changed by a light from above, by a heayenly 
radiance reflected from the better world, so 
let it be with the Christian in the inner 
man! By the daily renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, sought in prayer and cherished by 
holy watchfulness, catch more and more the 
light of heaven, to reveal to you more of 
the Saviour's glory, that His glorious beauty 
and likeness may be manifested in you. 
" We beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed (or 'transfigured,' 
the same word) unto the same image, from 
glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

Cherish this thought. Whatever hinders 
this renewing, this transformation unto the 
image of Christ, — whatever chains you 
down to earth, and keeps you on the same 
level with the children of this world,— this, 
whatsoever it may be, is most assuredly 
your deadliest enemy. 

III. Remember that all you are and all 
you have, every talent, every gift, every 
power, must be joyfully consecrated to the 
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Lord's service, and laid out to the very best 
advantage. 

'^Occupy till i come^* is one of the lead- 
ing precepts of the Gospel. For what are 
you to live? For self-advancement? For 
your own ease and comfort? For laying 
up a store of wealth for your children when 
you have passed away? Or is it to spend 
every day of your life, and to order your 
affairs so as to glorify Christ, and lay out 
all that He has given you as He would have 
you? Decide this plainly, and it will settle 
many a doubtful question. Living for Him, 
He will never fail you, and will at last give 
you the glad welcome — *' Well done, good 
and faithful servant, enter into the joy of 
thy Lord.*' 

Ah ! my eyes can see new beauty, 

As the Saviour stands revealed, 
And His heart that once was riven, 

Melts my heart that once was sealed ; 
And my wounds of sin and sorrow 

By His wounded side are healed. 

He is chief among ten thousand. 
None His Kingship dare contend ; 

He is peerless, He is matchless, 
His perfections have no end ; 

He is altogether lovely, 

My Beloved and my Friend I 
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Yet the world refused to oifi*n Him, 

Nothing of His beauty guessed ; 
Heeded not His tender pity, 

Spurned Him when He would have blessed ; 
Crucified the Lord of Glory 

When He came to bring it rest. 

So the world no longer charms me 

With its baubles and its toys; 
I can leave them all forgotten, 

As I drink of deeper joys ; 
Jesus crucified and risen 

All their witching spells destroys. 

I have found a new ambition. 

One to live for, One to please. 
Motive-power all toil ennobling. 

Love that from self-seeking frees ; 
Service that is never irksome, 

Liabour which is truest ease. 

So I walk a pilgrim-stranger 

Through the world that loved Him not ; 
If it hate me like my Master, 

Need I murmur at my lot. 
While I know my humblest service 

Ne*er will be by Him forgot ? 

G. M. Taylor, 
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VIII. 

MIND YOUR STEPS! 

TOURING a summer season oftentimes 
many an Alpine climber meets with 
a fatal accident. It was so especially in the 
year i88a. On the further side of Mont 
Blanc, a young Cambridge professor of 
high promise lost his footing, and both he 
and his guide lost their lives. On another 
steep ascent, a tutor of Durham, with two 
guides, fell down a terrible precipice of some 
three thousand feet, and all three were found 
dead on the plain below. In each case, and 
in others also, it would seem that a single 
false step was the cause of the disaster. 
One false step^ and a precious life lost, and 
sorrow brought to a whole circle of friends 
and relations. But more than this: one 
false step involved the loss of others. The 
drag on the guide in the first case, and on 
the two guides in the second, proved too 
great a strain, linked together as they were, 
so that several homes were robbed of those 



154 Mind your Steps I 

dear to them. In higher matters^ in the 
moral or spiritual life of man^ a false step is 
no less dangerous. It often leads to a fall 
from which there is no recovery. It often 
brings untold sorrow to those beloved. It 
often draws others into a similar peril, 
so that, through the sin of one, many 
perish. 

Mind Your Steps is the message the 
thought brings home to us. And it is one 
which we have given to us very plainly in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians. The Apostle 
Paul speaks of six points in which the 
Christian is to take care how he walks. 
He must walk in the path of good works 
(ii. lo). He must walk worthy of his high 
calling (iv. i). He must walk in a separate 
course from the ungodly. He must not go 
with the crowd, but set his face in the very 
opposite direction. Like Christian in Vanity 
Fair, he must be ready to die rather than 
follow evil practices and customs (iv. 17). 
He must walk '*in love," even after the 
pattern of the Saviour's self-sacrificing death 
(v. 2). He must walk as a child of light, 
hating the darkness, and reproving it by 
word and example (v. 8). Then there is 
one other feature of the Christian. He 
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must "mind his steps J^ It is written, " See 
then that ye walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise/' Or, as in the Revised 
Fersiorty " Look therefore carefully how ye 
walk'' (v. 18). 

A strange expression was let fall some 
years ago by one who gave special promin- 
ence to the walk of faith. He spoke of 
those who believed in Christ " plunging into 
a sea of Divine carelessness " — meaning, I 
suppose^ that those who lived by faith would 
be sure to act aright. No doubt faith is 
the great leverage in holy living. It is the 
only power by which we can please God. 
But Holy Scripture tells of another side of 
truth. Men are bidden to watch and pray 
always, to deny themselves, to take up their 
cross daily, to put off the old man and to 
put on the new, to " live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world.*' In fact, 
we seem to have a summary of almost half 
the Bible in the subject of this address. 
There is not a day, an hour, a moment, in 
a Christian's whole life, but he needs to 
*' mind his steps.'^ 

Mind your Steps ! 

Christian, think of these words ere you 
go further on your way. It is no bondage. 
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but safety, and peace^ and comfort, and 
privilege, to pick your steps, and to walk 
warily and carefully. Had you done it 
sooner, you might have been much further 
on your way. And if you do it now, with 
your hand in Christ's, with the good Spirit 
to teach and guide you, with a loving Father 
close by to cheer and uphold you, the rest 
of your life shall be with new blessing and 
increasing usefulness ; and, at its close, you 
will be found on the King's highway of 
holiness, and have an abundant entrance 
into the King's Palace. 

I am writing this address with a desire to 
help those who love and follow the Saviour ; 
but there is a preliminary word I wish to 
speak to all who may read it. 

When the late Bishop Wilberforce was 
once asked the way to Heaven, by one who 
seemed to put the question rather lightly, 
he 18 said to have replied, '^Take the first 
turn to the right, and then keep straight 
on." Whether it be his or not, the advice 
18 to the point. But have you taken "the 
turn to the right ? " Do you know from 
experience the meaning of true conversion ? 
Do you take the sinner's place, and put all 
your confidence in the sinner's Friend ? Do 
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you heartily renounce all past sins, and seek 
to walk in God's commandments? 

Some years ago I met with the narrative 
of a Swedish sailor^ telling how^ in his case^ 
this great change was brought about. It 
was at a time of much prayer, and when far 
away from land, crossing the Atlantic, the 
Holy Spirit convinced him of sin, and night 
and day he could get no rest. ^'I was 
ready to cry out,*' he said, ^'Who will 
deliver, who will help me ? My heart sunk 
down in despair. Oh, what a miserable 
sinner I felt I was ! My heart was sick and 
sore. I knew not what to do. I had no 
one to guide me, and what was to become 
of me ? One night I was standing by the 
wheel. I bethought me of Christ, and my 
heart turned to Him for help; and, with 
my very first thoughts of Him, He met me; 
and what words He spake . — * Come to Me, 
ye weary, heavy-laden — come to Me; I cast 
out none 1 I am meek and lowly in heart. 
Learn of Me. Take My yoke upon you — 
it is easy. Take My burden — My grace 
shall make it light.' There, at the wheel, 
the Saviour showed Himself to me. 'I 
love Him because He first loved me*' I 
cannot speak your language well, but Christ 
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understands me^ and I understand Him. 
And ever since I met Him at the wheel, as 
the poor sinner's Friend, I live close to Him. 
I hear Him tell me to hold up my sails to 
the gales of His blessed Spirit, and He will 
waft me straight to Heaven." 

Here is conversion; have you known its 
mighty power ? Have you seen something 
of the greatness of your sin? Have you 
learned to despair of self-help? Have you 
been taught by the Spirit to draw nigh to 
Jesus ? Have you fled to Him as your only 
refuge? Have you learned to trust Him, 
and love Him, and serve Him ? 

If not, He calls you to-day. He invites 
you to come — even now — just as you are! 
He is ready to save. Mountains of guilt 
He will remove. Huge barriers of hindrance 
and difficulty He can level to the ground. 
Strong temptations He will overcome. 
Free forgiveness, complete righteousness, 
all-sufficient grace He will bestow. Will 
you hearken ? Will you believe ? Will 
you come near and take the blessing He 
wants to give ? Will you make Christ 
your All ? An epitaph I once saw in 
Essex tells the blessedness of thus com- 
ing-;— 
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" His trembling hand the heavenly Hope embraced, 
His feeble foot upon the Rock was placed ; 
That Rock was Christ — the spirit's trust and stay, 
When earth shall melt and heaven shall pass away.** 

But when you have turned to the right 
you must ** keep straight on/^ When you 
have entered by the appointed gate, you 
must walk steadily in the narrow path. 
You must *' mind your steps^*^ if you desire 
a safe and prosperous journey. 

Mind your Steps ! — For vou must ever 
remember the vast debt of obligation under 
which you lie. Think of what God has 
done for you. Imagine a desolate orphan, 
without friends and without means, received 
into the home of a wealthy or noble family 
— educated with the other children, and 
treated as the rest — sharing the comfort, 
position, and property that belonged to 
them. What would be the spirit of such 
a one, if he had a spark of gratitude and 
right feeling? Would he not be most 
careful never to grieve his kind benefactor, 
nor by any means bring a stain or reproach 
on the familv into which he had been 
introduced? Now, if you are a Christian 
indeed, if yau are a true-born child of God 
by faith in Christ, is not this your standing? 
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Once you were a stray one, wandering 
on the world's highway, orphaned and deso- 
late as to the only true Home, separated 
from the great Father of spirits; but now 
you are brought nigh, put among the chil- 
dren, highly favoured and accepted in the 
Beloved. You are loved, guarded, and 
cared for, and are one of the great house- 
hold of faith. All things are yours, both 
in heaven and in earth ; for ye are Christ's, 
and in Him an heir of God and a joint- 
heir with Christ. Should not this be a 
motive strong enough to engage you to 
the most careful and devoted service? 
Should you not walk ever before God, and 
aim to glorify Him in the minutest events 
of your daily life ? 

Mind your Steps I — For evil is always 
near. You have still the old nature cleav- 
ing to you. There is sin in you, and 
around you on every side. Even amongst 
true Christians there is continual danger 
from the selfishness or unruly temper of one 
or another. And amongst those who are 
yet of the world there is still greater peril. 
Even when engaged in the holiest duties^ 
in prayer, in public worship, at the Holy 
Communion — wicked and vain . thoughts 
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are apt to corne in and mar all your service. 
Besides^ there is a strong enemy who way- 
lays you when you least expect it, and in 
most unlooked-for di§(guises. 

A story is told of the American War, 
which may illustrate this. At one of the 
outposts the sentinel was found stabbed, 
and lying in his blood. Two or three of 
the most trusty men were told off succes- 
sively to the same spot, with special direc- 
tions to be always on their guard. But 
the same fate befell them. At length an 
officer requested to be allowed to take the 
post. In the dead of the night he noticed 
a wild hog, as he imagined, rooting about. 
He carefully watched it, and noticed that 
wherever he went it always made its way 
nearer to him. At length he fired ; and an 
Indian leaped up with a yell of distress, 
and fell at his feet dead ! By means of 
this strange disguise, night after night he 
had fallen upon the soldier who was on the 
watch. It is thus that the adversary suc- 
ceeds. He hides himself, and comes in a 
form in which you do not recognise him. 
It may be concealed beneath some base or 
low desire, or in the guise of an angel of 
light he strives to inflict some fatal wound. 
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He comes to lead you to the commission 
of some breach of God's law, or to neglect 
some plain duty, or it may be he beguiles 
you to accept some perilous error, or to 
question some necessary and precious truth : 
therefore, you need to be on your gu^rd. 
Keep a constant look-out* Welcome no 
intruder who comes with doubtful intent. 
Maintain a tender conscience. Resist every 
approach of temptation. 

" Gird thy heavenly annonr on. 
Wear it erer night and day ; 
Ambushed lies the evil one: — 
Watch and pray.** 

Mind your Steps ! — For every false step 
makes your own path more difficulty One 
mistake, one error, one fault or sin, often 
leads to a second, and perhaps a long suc- 
cession of the same evils, growing worse at 
every step. You may be caught in a net 
of your own weaving, or be fast bound 
with a chain of your own forging. You 
may place stumbling-blocks in your own 
path, over which you cannot but fall, A 
young Christian thoughtlessly contracts an 
engagement with one who is not like- 
minded; with a perfectly honest intention 
of repaying it, you make use of trust- 
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money ; you accept some teaching or docr 
trine which is unscriptural, through the 
earnestness of a preacher whom you hear; 
you take a situation in a shop or a family 
without knowing the moral or Christian 
character of those you will be under; to 
pass the time you take up a novel in which 
poison lurks in every page; — in some such 
way as this you may be sore let and 
hindered in the race, or possibly drawn 
into sin which once you utterly abhorred. 
I have known this to be the case repeatedly. 
Even theft, forgery — nay, suicide and mur- 
der — have often occurred as the outcome 
of far lesser evils, and in those moreover 
who have long professed to be the followers 
of Christ. Eagerness to get rich, an hour 
at the billiard-table, an unchaste thought 
permitted and cherished, an unruly temper, 
a spark of jealousy or unjust suspicion 
fanned into a flame, an unguarded use of 
stimulants — something of this sort has been 
the death of all vital religion, and has been 
the first downward step to a &thomless 
abyss of misery and distress. Therefore, 
mind your steps I Nip the evil in the bud. 
As soon as you discover it, turn your foot 
in another direction. Be wise in time< 
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Don't wait till the barm has reached a 
crisis. 

Mind your Steps!— ^r many eyes are 
upon you. The eye of the Adversary is ever 
upon you^ searching out some weak point 
in the armour^ spying out a slip or a fall 
that he may trouble your peace and make 
a wide breach between you and God. The 
eye of the infidel is upon you^ that he may 
discover something in your conduct by 
which he may justify his own unbelief. 
The eye of the worldling is upon you, that 
he may point to some flaw or fault and 
make out that Christians live no better lives 
than others. The eye of your fellow-disciple 
is upon you, and your inconsistency may be 
a cause of much injury to him. The eyes 
of those who live with you, of parents or 
children^ of brothers or sisters, servants and 
others, can easily discern where you fail; 
and your influence over them will depend 
mainly on your daily life in the home. 
Neither forget that the eye of the King is 
upon you. He loves you and cares for you, 
and is very gentle and forbearing; yet it 
grieves Him when He detects in you any 
mark of insincerity or anything that brings 
^ slar upon His name. He chides you for 
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your forgetfulness. He saith, " Is this thy 
kindness to thy Friend?*^ Thus would He 
reprove you, and bring you to a better miiKl. 
Yes, the eye of the King is upon you, and 
you know not the hour or the moment when 
He may appear in the clouds. Would you 
wish Him to find you sleeping at your post ? 
Would you like Him to come whilst you 
were neglecting His work, or wasting your 
talents, or sitting down at ease amongst His 
enemies? Then, mind your steps. Walk 
before Him as you would desire to be found 
when the King shall come on His chariot- 
cloud. 

Mind your steps ! — But how shall you 
do it ? How may you avoid the stumbling- 
blocks which lie on your path? How may 
you escape peril in slippery places, and 
make sure and steady progress in the way 
to Zion ? 

Be very careful as to the exercise of your 

faith. Only by faith can you stand. Only 

by faith can you overcome one temptation. 

Only by faith can you go forward in peace 

and holiness. 

Here, then, must be your first care. By 
all means seek abiding, increasing faith. 

If, through any past failures, Y^^ ^tA.viA 



i66 Mind your Steps! 

in any doubt as to your acceptance and 
present standing in the favour of God, go 
back at once to the foundation of all peace. 
Humble yourself afresh, and then rely fully 
on the great propitiation which Christ made 
for your sin. Through the blood and media- 
tion of Christ draw nigh to God, and believe 
assuredly that He welcomes and restores you. 
Remember, too, that faith is the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit, therefore earnestly pray for 
it. It is found in more knowledge of God, 
therefore study that Word, where such 
knowledge can be found. It is strengthened 
by looking unto Jesus, therefore fix your eye 
steadfastly on Him. 

Behold Him as the Good Shepherd, ever 
ready to restore and heal you, to lead you 
and to keep you from first to last. Behold 
Him as your King, ruling in you and for 
you, putting all enemies under your feet 
and working all things after the counsel of 
His infinite wisdom. Behold Him as your 
great Advocate, High- Priest, and Intercessor, 
pleading your cause before the Mercy-seat, 
making your feeblest petitions fragrant be- 
fore the Father through His merit and all- 
powerful mediation. Behold Him as God's 
Almoner; His merciful hands filled with 
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precious gifts^ delighting to bestow them 
even on rebels and enemies who only yield 
themselves to Him. 

Beware lest anything dim your faith. 
Let no false view of truth come between. 
•Let DO consciousness of your own unworthi- 
ness hinder your full trust in Christ's salva- 
tion. Let no troubles, or cares, or losses, 
make you think hardly of Christ, but rather 
drive you closer to His heart of love. Let no 
temptations make you doubt Christ's ability 
and faithfulness in saving you. Trust Him 
more and more. Put your hand into His. 
Nestle under His wing. Depend upon His 
promise. Look for His Spirit. Wait upon 
Him continually. 

** Thou wilt my every want supply, 
Even to the end, whate'er befall ; 
Through life, in death, eternally, 
Thou art my all. " 

Be careful to cherish a right aim and pur- 
pose in life. If you permit lower motives 
to come in and rule, you will easily turn 
aside into forbidden paths. But, by God's 
grace, keep the eye single. Make it your 
one great object to do God's will, and to do 
it faithfully. Put this above all else. Thank 
God if He gives you prosperity in temporal 
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matters, if He gives yoa comfort in toot 
home^ if He grants yoa jroor heart's desire 
as to any lawful blessing. Bat go bock 
again and again to tbe great purpose of Hb 
calling. You are to be about your Father's 
business. You are to seek first His kingdom 
and righteousness. You are to glorify Him 
in your body and in your spirit which are 
His. You are to fight manfully against sin, 
the world^ and the devil. You are to let 
the love of Christ constrain you, not to live 
for yourself, but for Him. 

Be careful to guard against all occasions of 
sin and evil. There is no safety without 
setting a watch against all that is likely to 
prove an injury or a stumbling-block. I 
read one day of the remarkable precautions 
which are taken to avoid danger in a gun- 
powder manufactory. The walls are all of 
f»tone^ and no wood is allowed to be in the 
place* Any one who walks through has to 
put oiT his shoes^ lest the nails in them should 
strike a spark* Then^ if he has anything 
about him, any metal, or the like, he must 
leave it at the door. The danger is so great 
that everything must be done to avoid any 
approach to it. 

Oh that Christians would take heed in a 
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similar way to keep from the peril of sin ! 
Keep far away from any approach to tempta- 
tion. You have gunpowder hearts — so ready 
to ignite from the least spark. A look, a 
word, an evil example, a sentence in a book, 
a suggestion from a bad companion — any of 
these may be the cause of a world of mischief. 
Therefore, make it your firm resolve to keep 
out of harm's way. Beware of all places, 
and scenes, and people, that will turn you 
from the right course. Don't imagine you 
are strong enough to go and get no harm. 
Better keep from the edge of the precipice. 
Better keep out of the lion's mouth. Better 
keep from the long grass where the cobra is 
coiled up. Stop while you can; you may 
go so far that it may be impossible to escape. 
Be careful as to keeping up your seasons oj 
devotion^ Apostasy begins at the closet door. 
Those who leave off prayer, or get careless 
and remiss about it, will soon be left without 
shield or breastplate, at the mercy of a thou- 
sand enemies. Cleave to prayer, and wait 
on God continually. Let a diligent study of 
your Bible go side by side with it; and 
prayer will throw light on the Scriptures; 
and the promises and examples of the Word 
will strengthen and encourage you in prayer. 
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Make up your mind that prayer is the most 
important business of every day, and morning, 
noon, and night besiege the Mercy-seat for 
fresh help, and grace for yourself and others; 
nor forget the benefit of silent, humble 
breathings of prayer offered in Jesus' name 
throughout the day. One upward glance, 
one short petition, may save you from some 
great temptation, or help you in some 
important work* Nor should you be less 
careful about the public means of grace* 
They are great feeders of the divine life* 
Going to Church regularly, and going to the 
same Church — not wandering from place to 
place; sparing a week-day evening for the 
House of God ; not failing to renew your cove- 
nant with Christ at His table at least every 
month; laying hold of any special opportuni- 
ties, as a meeting, to forward God's work in 
the world; — all these are precious aids to devo- 
tion, and will each in their place strengthen 
your heart in the fear and love of God* 

Be careful to rnake the very best use of 
your time. Make the most of each passing 
day. Instead of trying to kill time, strive to 
make it so fruitful of good to yourself and 
others that you may seem almost to have 
7iVed two or three lives in one. Hours and 
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moments are golden — yea^ more valuable 
than pearls and diamonds — and to squander 
and waste them is folly beyond description. 
Till we reach eternity, we shall never know 
how much good has been obtained or wrought 
by a moment's earnest prayer^ a passing 
opportunity seized, five minutes given to read 
a helpful book, a quarter of an hour given 
to visit some suffering saint. How much 
Christ accomplished in the three years of 
His public ministry ! He was always intent 
on the work He had to do, so that tens of 
thousands were taught and benefited. And 
though we are so sinful, and our power so 
feeble in comparison^ is not His life to be a 
pattern for ours? Oh, do not waste life. 
Map it out prudently, and think well of the 
work to which you yourself are called. No 
lost hours through late rising in the morning I 
No mornings or evenings worse than lost in 
drinking in the poison or the vanity of a 
worthless novel ! No moments thrown away 
in idle gossip and foolish talking ! No, no \ 
not for this was life given to us ! Use it far 
better and more wisely. Remember the time 
is short, the work is great, the issue is for 
eternity. Soon will the great bell toll which 
will usher you into a future state. Brother,^ 
sister, mike, haste tn do aW t\\e ww\l ^o\.\r.^ 
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to thee, to do it well, that the Master may 
be glorified, and thy crown the brighter. 

Be careful in the expenditure of money. 
You can never be reminded too often that 
you are only a steward of whatsoever you 
possess. The gold and the silver belong to 
the Lord of Hosts, and He puts them into 
your hand to lay out according to His will. 

What should you think of a steward, 
through whose hands ten or twenty thousand 
pounds were received yearly in rents, were 
he to go and expend it in waste and luxury, 
or to use it in speculation, or risk it in gam- 
bling? And what must Christ think of you, 
whether a few shillings a week, or hundreds 
or thousands a year be in your hands, if you 
spend it upon self and pleasure and the 
world, and forget to honour Him with the 
first-fruits, and give but little for His cause 
and the interests of His kingdom ? 

Be careful in the matter of common 
domestic duties. To most persons, especi- 
ally to ladies and young women and mothers 
of families, the daily home life is the chief 
part of the discipline which God appoints 
them. It is equally so to elderly persons and 
invalids of both sexes. To endure the rubs 
of home life patiently ; to avoid irritability 
and touchiness, and to eitexd^^ ^wsaXaxtt 
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forbearance ; to be giving out hour by hour 
the oil of genial kindness from a heart at 
peace with God and itself; to keep to the 
Apostolic rule, "Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good ; " for the heads 
of a home to have a continual regard to the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of their ser- 
vants, however much trouble at times they 
may give; for servants to be as conscien- 
tious in doing their work, as they expect 
the master and mistress to be in paying 
their wages; for all, both old and young, 
to fill well their own niche in the family, 
and each to bring a quota of happiness to 
all the rest — this is the sort of religion that 
is worth possessing, and that will have a 
marvellous effect on all who enter the home. 
Are you doing your part to bring about a 
spirit of this kind? Is love, gentleness, 
kindness, diligence, willingness to lend a 
helping hand, that which you are ever aim- 
ing at? Are you a Sunbeam or a dark 
cloud in the house ? Are all in the family 
the better for your being one of them ? 

Lastly, I would say, be careful to guard 
well the various gates of access to the hearty 
and of egress into the world. 

Guard well the eye. Keep it from vanity. 
Remember who one look eosl Kdcv^xv \\\i 
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life, and an evil look embittered the whole of 
David'g later years. Let the eye look straight 
onward and right upward to the throne. 

Guard well the ear. Receive nothing 
that will pollute or defile you. Hearken 
to no voice of flattery or persuasion to evil. 
Welcome every message of the word of 
truth. 

Guard well the memory and imagination. 
Let no vision or image tarry there that will 
chain and enthral the soul. If unclean 
birds fly over your head, do not let them 
settle on your shoulders. 

Nor be less mindful to curb the tongue, 
to guide the foot, to use the hand according 
to God's holy will. The words you utter, 
the path you go, the deeds you perform, or 
the letters you write, tell mightily on your- 
self and on others. And none should be 
permitted to move except under the control 
pf the fear and love of God. 

In all these points be circumspect. Where 
most your danger lies, I know not, but God 
knows; and you may know, if you desire. 
But, in everything, you need daily prayer 
and daily watchfulness. Above all, moment 
by moment, abide in Christ. It was the 
saying of a godly woman: "A hundred 
times a day I pray tnystXt o>3X c^t vcv^ own 
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keeping into the keeping of Jesus.'* For, 
remember, that it is not your careful walk- 
ing, but Christ's careful keeping, that will 
ensure your final victory. Your enemies 
are legion, your strength is nought, your 
resolutions soon fail, your heart is easily 
beguiled and turned aside — but the good 
Shepherd will keep His own. He will point 
out your danger, and enable you to flee 
from it. He will uphold you in perilous 
places, and lift you up when you fall. He 
will keep you from falling, and save you 
even to the uttermost. 

'* When the fight is fiercest, 
In the noontide heat, 
Bear us, Holy Spirit, 
To our Saviour's feet : 

There to find a refuge 

Till our work is done, 
There to fight the battle 

Till the battle's won. 

Morning, noon, or evening, 

Whensoe*er it be. 
Grant us, gracious Spirit, 

Quickening life in Thee ; 

Life, that gives us living, 

Life of heavenly love. 
Life, that brings us dying, 

Life from heaven above*" . 
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IX. 

'' MUCH fruit:* 

'\1 OT bearing evil fruit as a corrupt tree, 
— not covered with leaves, but having 
no fruit, as the fig-tree on the way to 
Bethany, — not bringing forth fruit unto 
himself, as Ephraim (Hosea x. i), — not a 
bough with a handful of fruit or a single 
specimen, only enough to show the char- 
acter of the tree ; — no, not such should the 
Christian be, but as a branch laden with 
good fruit, weighed down with ripened 
clusters, sweetened by the glorious sunshine, 
and gladdening the heart of the Great 
Husbandman, as He sees in it a rich reward 
for His toil and pains. 

It is worth striving for. It is the noblest 
aim the Christian can cherish. Listen to 
the words of Christ, ^' Herein is My 
Father glorified, that ye bear muck 
fruity so shall ye be My disciples" That 
they should bear abundant fruit is one great 
purpose of all God's dealings with His 
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people. He wills not simply that they 
should be forgiven and saved^ but that they 
should glorify Him by being fruitful in 
every good word and work. No created 
being can rise higher in aim and spirit than 
this. To bring glory to the name of Jeho- 
vah is the very highest object of angel and 
archangel before the throne. 

To bring forth much fruit is, moreover, 
a sure pledge of discipleship. If the Chris- 
tian does this there can be no room for 
"doubt as to his hope in Christ. It will be 
manifest both to himself and to others that 
Christ is in him of a truth. 

Nor should we forget that all true fruit 
is seed* This truth was ably brought out 
by Theodore Monod at a Mildmay Confer- 
ence. In most cases the fruit but encloses 
and guards the seed which it carries within. 
This is true in the natural world, and it is 
no less so in the spiritual. That which we 
look at as fruit to-day, to-morrow will prove 
to be a se«l of further fruit yet to be 
brought fortn. I^ccphen's prayer for his 
enemies, '^Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge!** was the most precious fruit of 
Divine grace in the soul, reflecting the very 
spirit of His Master; but it became also a 
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precious seed^ bringing salvation to Saul of 
Tarsus and afibrding a blessed example to 
persecuted believers in all ages of the 
Church's history. 

And there is still one further encourage- 
ment to Christians as to their fruitfulness. 
''Much fruit '* brings much reward. A 
large and abundant recompense invariably 
follows. The soul is open to receive more 
of heaven's richest treasures. It is gladdened 
by the ingathering of those who might 
otherwise have been left to perish. It has 
in the future the promise of a bright crown 
and of a more glorious inheritance. 

Shall such then be our aim all through 
life ? Shall it be our great desire to be like 
Joseph, "a fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
bough by a well, whose branches run over 
the wall ; " to be such as Paul prayed that 
the Philippians might be, '^ filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God *' 
(Phil. i. II)? 

Shall it be our effort day by day to bring 
to*the Master, each his basket of ripe fruit, 
and such as will receive His gracious ap- 
proval ? Shall we persevere in doing this 
through each successive month and year, so 
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that when life closes we may praise Him for 
the grace that has made it blessed and useful 
indeed ? 

But how may this be ? Bearing in mind 
the hindrances in the way, my own fickle- 
ness and proneness to turn aside, the temp- 
tations that surround me, the impediments 
in doing good which meet me at every turn, 
how may I still succeed in fulfilling the will 
of Christ, that I should bring forth much 
fruit ? 

I must ever remember that it is fruit God 
seeks. It is fruit, and not merely toil or 
work in His service. There is somethinsr of 
a Divine perfection about fruit that is very 
different from that which comes merely of 
man's labour. It may be the peach with its 
exquisite bloom, or the cluster of grapes 
from the hothouse, or the bunch of currants 
from the garden; but it is God's own 
handiwork, and examined even beneath the 
microscope, it has a rare beauty and per- 
fectness that is quite unlike the finest work- 
manship of man's hands. Thus is it with 
all true fruit in the kingdom of God. It is 
the outcome of the life which has been 
granted to the soul. It is the outgrowth of 
inward spiritual grace. It is an external 
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manifestation of the Spirit of God abiding 
within. 

Hence the first point always to keep 
steadfastly before me is the absolute necessity 
of a living union with Christ. It is the 
branch abiding in living union with the 
stem and root that alone can bring forth 
fruit. There is no possibility of any fruit 
at all without this. 

One of the great leading truths of the 
Gospel is the word of the Saviour — " Abide 
in Me, and I in you. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself^ except it abide in 
the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in Me. I am the Vine, ye are the branches : 
he that abideth in Me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit 5 for with- 
out Me (or apart from Me, Rev. f^er,) ye 
can do nothing'^ (John xv. 4, 5). 

Let there be the least separation between 
the branch and the stem, let it be but the 
hundredth part of an inch, and at once the 
sap ceases to flow into the branch, and there 
can be nothing but withering leaves, fading 
bloom, decay and death. 

Here comes a question let us each put to 
our own hearts. Am I in deed and in truth 
one with Christ? Am I knit to Him in 
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heart and spirit and life ? Am I so joined 
to Him by a living faith, that I can say^ 
'^ My Beloved is mine^ and I am His ? '* 
Am I exercising a soul-reliance upon Him? 
Am I trusting Him for pardon^ strength, 
peace, and grace day by day ? Am I cling- 
ing to Him with all '' the five fingers of my 
faith ? '* Am I walking in fellowship with 
Him, conversing with Him by prayer, 
hearkening to His voice, delighting to be 
near Him, happy only in doing His will ? 
In fact, is Christ a reality to me — a Saviour, 
a Friend, a Shepherd, a Refuge, my Ever- 
lasting Portion? Or is He only to me a 
name, like multitudes of men of whom I 
have often heard, but who are nothing to 
me as to any personal relationship ? Here 
is the central point in true religion. In 
Christ, or out of Christ ? one with Him, or 
a stranger to Him ? a Christian in His sight, 
or only such by outward profession? 
. The true value of Sacraments and ordin- 
ances depends entirely upon this. 

Very precious are they when they are the 
expression of a living faith which unites me 
to Him who was once crucified but is now 
exalted, as my living Head, to the Father's 
right hand. In this case they strengthen 
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faith^ and draw the believer nearer and 
nearer to Him he loves. 

But very perilous are they when men put 
them in the place of faith ; when men strive 
to satisfy conscience by the external rite or 
service, when secretly they know they are 
living far from Him. It is one of the great 
dangers of the present day. A young 
person seeks all her happiness in the world. 
The theatre, the society of the light and 
frivolous, the world in its various forms is her 
idol, and there is no room for God, no room 
for Christ, no room for true, earnest piety. 

But conscience demands a salve. So cer- 
tain services are attended, and not seldom 
the Holy Communion is received; but all 
the time the door is locked against the 
Saviour, and spiritual worship is utterly 
disregarded. 

If I would bear fruit it must not be thus 
with me. My religion must go heart-deep. 
Christ must be all my salvation and all my 
desire. 

" Lord, let me live in Christ by saving faith, 
Let me be His for aye, in life or death ; 
Oh, be it mine, as time's swift chariot flies, 
Clearer to read my title to the skies ! 
Fully to follow Thee, from grace to grace. 
Till Thou hast made me mtet to see Thy face.'* 
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In bearing fruit the first essential is to 
be in living union with Christy and from 
this follows the second, which is the con- 
stant^ daily^ hourly abiding in this union. 

I would urge this upon myself and upon 
every believer. I must abide in Christ. I 
must not begin with Christy and then trust 
in good resolutions. I must not take Christ 
as my Righteousness and my Propitiation^ 
and then hope to become holy or fruitful 
in my own strength. I must not aim at 
doing anything whatever by my own natural 
powers. In Christ I must begin, in Christ 
I must continue, in Christ I must complete 
all that I undertake. On Him I must 
exercise entire, unlimited, perpetual depend- 
ency. I must rely upon Him for daily 
mercy, daily grace, daily keeping, daily up- 
holding, daily power to think and will and 
work as I ought in His service. 

I suppose Paul was one of the greatest 
fruit-bearers, perhaps the greatest, that the 
Church of Christ has ev^r seen. And what 
was the secret of his abundant work and 
labour of love ? He rested upon the word 
of promise, '* My grace is sufficient for 
thee; for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness '' (2 Cor. xii. 9). He drank in 
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motive and zeal and perseverance in toil 
from Christ Himself. " I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me^' (Gal. ii. ao). 

Here was the key-note of his whole life. 
From first to last he lived on Christ bv 
faith. He fed continually on the Living 
Bread. He drank evermore from the Liv- 
ing Fountain. He abode in the love of 
Christ, and dwelt beneath the shadow of 
the Rock of Ages. 

Nor can we otherwise be fruitful branches. 
We must ever by faith abide in Christ, and 
receive out of His fulness. 

To maintain and strengthen this depend- 
ence, I must abide in Christ* s word. Each 
promise, each precept, each revelation of 
Himself or the Father, of sin or the world, 
I must reverently ponder. I must abide in 
His love. I must not hide away from its 
bright beams in some dark chamber or 
cavern of world-hunting, or money-hunting, 
or pleasure-hunting. I must not let other 
things come in and make me forget that 
love which is the spring of all the peace that 
I enjoy. I must dwell upon it more and 
more until I can comprehend something of 
its height and depth and breadth and length. 
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I must keep Christ's sayings, and surrender 
my will entirely to His. He must be my 
Head of direction as well as my Head of 
supply. I must obey Him implicitly as 
well as trust Him to the uttermost. Any- 
thing of reserve or disobedience^ or of re- 
bellion against His will, or of grudging 
service, must interrupt the sweet harmony 
of faith and love, and hinder the closeness 
of fellowship with Him. 

But whilst the main essential as to abun- 
dant fruitfulness is abiding in Christ, there 
are other practical hints which ought to 
be remembered. Here is one. The richest 
fruit is often found on low ground. The 
vines do not grow on the Alpine heights, 
but. in the fruitful valleys of Italy that He 
beneath. In the fruitage of Christ's king- 
dom the parallel is always true. You find 
the full supply, not on the hill-tops of pride 
and self-sufficiency, on the lofty summits of 
souls that glory in their own gifts or powers, 
but on such as have learned to be nothing 
and to glory only in the love and grace of 
the Redeemer. Where there is much humi- 
lity there will be much grace, and where 
there is much grace there will be much 
fruit. It is true this fruit may be hidden 
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from the eye of man. It may be a life of 
patient submission to the will of God in a 
very quiet sphere. It may be the meek en- 
durance of pain during a long and wearisome 
illness. It may be a constant effort to do 
good in some difficult position^ where few 
are the least aware of it. But wherever 
the Christian course is run in lowliness and 
humble dependence upon God^ the Father's 
eye discerns the fruit, and He will not be 
slow to accept and own it. 

This leads us to another point. The 
Christian must be well content to let the 
fruit he bears be according to the will of 
God. I must not choose my own position, 
or murmur because my lot may be ordered 
of God very contrary to my own will. I 
might wish the fruit to be of a more showy 
kind. I might wish to occupy a prominent 
position, like a branch in a royal vinery or 
a wide-spreading mulberry-tree on a noble- 
man's lawn, to be a great preacher, or to 
build a Church, or to do something which 
would attract the world's attention ; but 
God's will puts me aside — out of sight, as it 
were, in the back garden, in some quiet 
nook, unnoticed by the busy throng, and 
yet able there to be useful and to do some- 
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thing or be something which will not be 
without cflFect in the great battle between 
God and the devil. 

If it is my supreme desire to befruitfuly I 
must not repine at the gardener's pruning- 
knife. 

The branch that bears fruit needs this^ 
that it may bring forth more fruit. And 
very various in this respect may be the deal* 
ings of the husbandman with the different 
trees^ or branches^ or fruit-producers in his 
garden. Unsparingly he may cut away the 
runners on his strawberry bed; a whole 
armful of shoots he may cut away from the 
vine growing on the wall, whilst from other 
trees he may take away a portion of the 
new wood, or cut out a large branch to give 
air or room, or possibly dig around one of 
luxuriant growth and lop off" some of its 
roots. But in wisdom and ripe experience 
he deals with each as it needs. 

So the great Husbandman acts in His 
Church. The most precious of His trees 
and the most fruitful branches often receive 
the most of His care, and the chastening 
may seem more frequent and severe. From 
some the little ones are taken away and the 
domestic hearth left desolate, that out of the 
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8ore trial the parents' hearts may learn more 
of Divine love. With some means are 
lessened^ and losses in business come thickly^ 
but the treasures in heaven are rapidly 
increasing. Then others know the burden 
of sorrow about an afflicted partner, or the 
anxiety to find work, or the want of strength 
to do the work which lies ready at hand. 
Ah, there is a great deal of root^pnming in 
the Lord's vineyard. Every fibre of thft 
heart cries out in its misery and anguish, 
yet all the while He that wounds waits to 
heal. Not joyous but grievous is the trial; 
'• nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness to them that are 
exercised thereby." 

** I leave it all with Jesus : 

For He knows 
How to steal the bitter 

From life's woes ; 
How to gild the tear-drop 

With His smiley 
Till the desert garden 

Blooms awhile ; 
When my weakness leaneth 

On His might, 

All seems light." 

Would I be very fruitful ? Then I must 
watch against the enemies that would rob 
me of the fruit. 
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If I forget to cover the peach-blossom, a 
frosty night may do mischief beyond remedy. 
The birds may nip off the young buds of 
the fruit-bushes. Insects^ may quietly mar 
and destroy the toil of many days. So that 
care and skill are needed to counteract these 
crafty little foes^ or^ in spite of all my pains^ 
July and August may mourn instead of 
rejoice. 

So in my service of Christ there are perils 
round about me against which t need 
constantly to watch. The chilling blast of 
a worldly spirit, or the frost of doubt and 
unbelief, may come in and do much harm. 
Sloth and self - will^ selfishness and self- 
indulgence^ the lust of the fleshy the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life, fretfulness and 
murmuring under trials, over-anxiety about 
the future, irritability and hastiness of 
temper, love of man's praise or fear of his 
displeasure, — ^any or all of these may come 
like the birds and insects in the garden and 
jnay spoil my pleasant fruits. 

•* From the by-ways of temptation, 
Keep us, Saviour, lest we stray ; 

Oh preserve us from the evil 
Ever lurking round our way ! 

I^t our path grow brighter, clearer, 
Till it end in perfect day.'* 
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I must aim at using well each instru^ 
mentality of fruit^hearing. Each power, 
each talent, must be carefully employed in 
the Lord's service. 

And here one great principle comes in. 
The secret and hidden fruits^ the virtues and 
graces that have their seat in the heart, 
are far the most precious in the sight of 
God. 

**Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life/' When 
Christ speaks^ in the Sermon on the Mounts 
of those fruits which bring with them such 
blessedness^ how does He describe them ? 
He refers mainly to those which have their 
root within. Blessed are **the poor in 
spirit," "the meek/' "the pure in heart/' 
"they that do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness/* etc. 

And when Paul describes the fruit which 
marks the followers of Christ, it is mainly 
that which only the eye of God can fully 
discern. "The fruit of the spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsufFering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance." 

Let these secret graces be most fervently 
sought and diligently cultivated. Let each 
believer long for the blessed Spirit, the 
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Comforter, to work mightily within him, 
and to manifest His power in such a spirit 
of love, faith, meekness, holiness, patience 
and zeal, that he may be filled with all the 
fulness of God. For this let him wait and 
pray perpetually. Where this is granted the 
fruit in God's sight will abound. Besides, 
all else will be dure to follow. No true fruit 
will be lacking where the heart is ad a 
garden watered by the Lord. 

Then with this, every other gift is to be 
exercised. There is no doubt the inward 
and the outward life act and re-act one 
upon the other. Just as the trees are 
nourished in part by that which is taken 
in through the foliage, so the inner graces 
are strengthened by those good works which 
manifest them. 

There must be the fruit of the eye. 

How mighty a power is this for strength- 
ening and manifesting Divine grace ! The 
books we read may greatly help us. Then 
the eye may convey a look of reproof that 
may check sin, or a look of kindness that 
may comfort one ready to faint. It may 
take in the need of a poor brother or sister, 
^nd thus a heavy burden may be removed. 
There must be the fruit of the lips. Sweet 
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m God's car is the Toioe of praro; praise, 
adonaaa^ iatrrerw ion. Plccioos in His 
sisfat is the £utbfbl tesdmoQT borne to His 
tmth, the pleading with sinners to tarn 
firom their eril ways, the tender considerate- 
ocas which otters words of honer, healing 
hahn^ to soothe an anzioos heart or guide 
a troaUcd one to Chiis^ the Fountain of 
life and peace. 

There must be ike fnai of the hand. It 
is no lost labour to perfonn deeds of self- 
denying toil^ to work for those who cannot 
work for themselTCSi, to ply the needle in 
making garments for the sick^ to do a bit 
of household work to spare one whose 
health is weak. Let the hand be stretched 
out also in the swift payment of debts. No 
more frequent cause is there of sleepless 
care to tradesmen, and many beside, than 
the long - out - standing account — due and 
over-due long, long ago — ^whilst the debtor 
goes on his way, spending freely as ever, 
whilst his creditor is compelled to make all 
shifts to live at all. 

Let the hand be stretched out in free, 
liberal, substantial gifts to the Lord'd 
treasury. It was well said to some who 
were studying the anatomy of the hand, 
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" The most beautiful hand is the hand that 
gives/' What endless good might be done, 
vahzX, waste places might be reclaimed both 
jEit home and abroad, if all Christians gave 
of their income a fair proportion of that 
which God has given them. Look down 
the lists of the annual report of any congre- 
gation, and what a slender, pitiful measure 
of help to Christian objects of the greatest 
importance is often rendered by those who 
could give ten times the amount without 
feeling it. With the very utmost charity 
I cannot believe that, where the heart is 
warmed with the love of God and man, 
the hand will be closed and the purse closed 
when the calls on every side are so great 
and urgent. 

So too should every other power become 
fruitful in the Lord's service. There is 
none which need be idle. There is Hot a 
gift you possess but may in some way be 
utilised in Christ's cause. 

I must endeavour to hear fruit meeting 
the special wants of the age in which I 
live* 

There is a loud call for Christians to 
uphold the honour of God and the witness 
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to Hit name in our national and pnlfriral 
life* Men are making ftrenooos eSocts to 
caftt out all reference to God both in oar 
lawi and in our Parliament. 

In fttraini of persuasiire doqncnce men 
arc urged to make new laws to admit one 
who dcnicf the very being of God. We 
arc t(;ld by judges that Christianity has 
nothing to do with the laws of England. 
I^t us beware of all this. '' Without God, 
no commonwealth,^^ Take away the fbonda* 
tion, and the building will fall. Take away 
the fear of God, and soon may we expect 
to see the fulfilment of His word, that 
they which ^^ despise Him shall be lightly 
esteemed/' 

Side hy side with this, we ought at this 
time to take all possible means to stem 
the current of infidel teaching. We need 
to circulate widely amongst the middle 
claisci such publications as ^^ Present Day 
Tracts/' by the Religious Tract Society; 
and we nccd| too^ popular tracts of another 
kind; in an interesting way to take up the 
fallacies that are abroad. We need, too, 
more and more careful efforts to train the 
young of all classes in Divine truth. 

One of the mo%t a^^aUing calamities of 
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the last few years was the trampling down 
of about two hundred little children in a 
public building at Sunderland. But to my 
mind there is something far worse even 
than this. It is the multitudes of little 
children in our land, who are in danger 
of being trampled down beneath the hoof 
of a cruel unbelief which will rob them 
of all the hope of a happy, holy, and useful 
life. And when with this we remember 
the numbers of children who lose all that 
makes life worth living through the power 
of strong drink over their parents^ well may 
we strive to put forth the hand by all 
possible means, to guide the young in the 
paths of true religion. We need no less 
to go down to the masses of our working- 
men with the olive branch, of Gospel peace. 
There is still an open door for this. In 
spite of those who inculcate secular prin- 
ciples, in spite of much prejudice against 
both Church and Chapel, the great body 
of the people are willing to listen to earnest 
Gospel appeals; and when such are heard, 
jiiany a conscience responds to the calL I 
can testify that hundreds of rough, labour- 
ing men will gladly come in, night after 
night, to hear plain hearty words of Christ, 
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and His saliradon. Let such as Iotc the 
pare Gospel of the grace of God, with its 
inritadoDS of mercy auid its ofier of a free, 
present^ and complete forgiTcoess, leara no 
stone unturned to spread it more and more. 
In our churches auid in our mission rooms, 
in tents and in the open air, in workshops 
and by the wayside, by printed messages 
and by the spoken word, let as carry every- 
where the Master's message, and whilst the 
door stands open, do our best to save the 
souls of our fellow-mea. 

Hence will arise fruit, the fruit of gathered 
sheaves, that we shall be able to bring to 
our Lord in the day of His appearing. 

'' Herein is My Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit/^ But how has it been 
with you? What fruit has there been 
in the years that have passed? What 
victories over old sins and temptations? 
What breathings of true prayer? What 
growth in the Divine life ? What increase 
of faith, hope, and charity? What gifts laid 
upon the Lord's altar^ which have cost you 
some actual sacrifice? What earnest inter- 
cessions on behalf of friends or neighbours ? 
What deeds of kindness and tramplings upon 
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self-will and self-indulgence in your own 
home? What acts of thoughtful bene- 
volence done for the sick or sorrowful ? 
What habits of evil broken off? What new 
habits of good by grace formed? What 
resolutions made and fulfilled ? What souls 
brought back to the fold of the good 
Shepherd ? 

Then what about the future? If this 
present year be your last for fruit-bearing— 
at least on earth — will it bring its testimony 
on your behalf? Shall it be the best and 
holiest you have ever spent^ because begun 
and continued in lowly dependence on the 
great Helper? 

When the book of your life is closed, 
never to be reopened till the great white 
throne is set, what will be its witness as 
to your profession of being a follower of 
Christ ? 

Amongst all the pictures in the Royal 
Academy of 1883 there was one home scene 
that spoke most to my heart. It was called 
"The Last Look/* A widow with her five 
children were gathered around an open 
coffin. For the last time they were looking 
upon the face of the one so dear to them all. 
No more will that sorrowing widow look 
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on her husband's face^ no more will those 
little ones look upon a father's countenance, 
until that great day when the grave shall 
give up its dead. 

But unless Christ come soon the same 
position will be yours and mine^ ere many 
months or years have come. And when it 
is, when those who have dearly loved yoa 
gather around your coffin to take their last 
look of you^ what witness will your life have 
left behind ? Amongst any who have spiritual 
discernment will there be a blessed certainty 
that you had indeed truly followed the 
Master? Will the remembrance of your 
whole course be fragrant with a thousand 
evidences of the reality of your faith and 
love? Shall you leave behind in many ^ 
heart a life-long witness in the truths they 
have heard from your lips? Will the whole 
spirit of your daily walk be remembered as 
an unmistakable proof that your life was 
hid with Christ in God? Shall you still 
live on in the good you have done, the soul* 
you have saved, the prayers you have offered, 
and the blessings you have scattered around 
you ? As in the sight of that open coffin 
in which lies your own frame when the 
pulse has ceased to beat, and ^* finis" is 
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written upon all you have ever purposed or 
performed, be honest with yourself, and be 
honest with God. Am I living for self 
or for God? Fruitful or unfruitful? A 
champion in the Lord's army or a luke- 
warm camp-follower? A diligent worker 
or a drone in the hive? A little spring of 
living water or a spot of barren sand ? 
What are you ? What will you be ? Settle 
the question now, and walk worthy of your 
Christian name. 

• »* Lord, let me live for Christ, and to His praise, 
Spend and be spent for Him through all my dajs ; 
Oh, let each power of body and of mind 
Some sweet employment in His service find. 

Oh, to be given wholly unto Him 
Whose life-blood flowed the guilty to redeem i 
Bought with so costly, with so rich a price^ 
My all should be His willing sacrifice.*' 

E. n. Willis, 



( 300 ) 



X. 

A CHRISTIAirS PRAYER IN SIX WORDS. 
" LoKD Jesus, glorify Thyself in me ! " 

'HPHIS petition seems to me the very 
greatest, with respect to one's self, 
which it is possible for any one to offen 
To ask for earthly gifts or benefits is right 
and good, if the request be offered in sub- 
mission to God's will. To ask for spiritual 
grace or help is still better, and we know 
that such desires are specially pleasing to 
God. But in asking that Christ may be 
glorified in us, we include both of these; 
and yet the petition goes far beyond them. 
If I offer in faith this prayer — ** Lord Jesus, 
glorify Thyself in me," I plead for all tem- 
poral supplies that will enable me to glorify 
Christ in holy, happy service. Moreover, I 
plead for deliverance from all forms of evil 
and temptation, and for the bestowment of 
every grace in which God delights. But I 
xise higher than tii*\a. SdC \s cast down. 
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Christ 18 exalted. The honour and glory is 
for Him alone. I seek that I may share 
with angels and archangels the privilege of 
bringing some tribute of praise to His foot- 
stool. Whatever by grace I am, whatever 
by grace I may be enabled to do, here I 
pray that it may redound to His glory and 
be as a crown upon His head. And, in 
seeking this, I go farther still. I am seek- 
ing to give honour to the Eternal Father. 
For he who glorifies the Son, glorifies the 
Father also; and ^'he that honoureth not 
the Son^ honoureth not the Father that 
sent Him." 

^^ Lord/esus, glorify Thyself in me!" 
I value this prayer, because it is the echo 
of the Christian's heart to the words of our 
Lord on the night before His death. He 
had prayed to His Father, " Father, glorify 
Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify 
Thee ! '' (John xvii.) And this prayer was 
fulfilled. It was fulfilled in His death when 
He bruised the serpent's head. It was ful- 
filled at His glorious resurrection when He 
triumphed openly over all His enemies. It 
was fulfilled when He ascended to the right 
hand of God, and the gates of the Celestial 
Kingdom received Him back to rule in the 
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Father's name. It was fulfilled when the 
Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost^ and 
thus gave evidence of His exaltation. 

But it has been fulfilled ever since^ and is 
being fulfilled to-day in His people. He 
could say, as in ver. lo, ''All mine are 
Thine, and Thine are mine, and I am glori- 
Jied in them." Thus Paul prays for the 
Thessalonians, ad Epistle, chap. i. 12 ver., 
'' That the nam€ of the Lord Jesus may he 
glorified in them^ and they in Him, accord- 
ing to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Therefore, as a closing thought for the 
readers of this little book, I would invite 
you to offer this prayer. It will bring you 
the very richest blessings. It will enable you 
to fulfil the Master's own desire and purpose 
for you. It will embrace every other petition 
that would be profitable for you. Let this 
be a key-note for the various changes that 
life may bring. Whether in the sunshine or 
the shade ; whether rejoicing or sorrowing ; 
whether living or dying, still pray, and pray 
in faith, — 

*' hori Jesus glorify Thyself in me ! " 

To enable you to offer this prayer more 
wtelligenily and more earnestly, let me en- 
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deavour to point out in what way Christ is 
glorified in His people^ and may be glorified 
in you. 

L Christ is glorified in the conversion and 
salvation of His people. 

Far away over mountain and hill do we 
mark the Good Shepherd fetching home His 
lost ones. No sacrifice is too great. No toil 
is too hard. No suffering is too much. And 
when the lost sheep is founds and the wan* 
derer reclaimed, then does He rejoice in the 
fruit of His agonies and death. He sees 
'^of the travail of His soul, and is satis- 
fied.^' Then His marvellous compassion, 
His abounding grace. His almightiness to 
save, is manifested in the eyes of saints 
and angels. Then Christ is glorified as a 
Saviour, whose promise is faithful, and 
whose precious blood can cleanse the vilest. 
Was He not glorified when the dying male- 
factor was rescued from the very jaws of 
destruction? Was He not glorified when 
Saul of Tarsus became Paul the Apostle? 
Was He not glorified when the Philippian 
Jailer was melted to contrition and brought 
to believe in Him? And again and again is 
He glorified now in the turning of sinners 
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from their evil way and in the glorious sal- 
vation which He bestows. Let me mention 
but one case : — A young naval officer was 
entering a first-class railway carriage. A 
tract was put into his hands ; but^ after a 
glance at its contents, he tore it in pieces 
and trampled it under his feet. But it did 
its work. His eye had caught one word— 
Sin ; and this seemed to reprove him. 

When the engine began to move, the 
hissing noise of the steam appeared to his 
conscience to be still sounding, ^' Sin ! '* 
'' Sin ! " " Sin ! '' At last he spoke to him- 
self. ^' Sin ! Sin ! have I not had enough 
of it ? Has it not ruined my constitution, 
and brought upon me suffering and pain ? '' 
That very day saw the beginning of a new 
life. He received Christ, and at once began 
to work for Him. With no common zeal 
and earnestness for some months he wit- 
nessed bravely for the Saviour whom he 
loved; and even when he could no longer 
speak for Christ, he gave away Christian 
books and papers, in the hope of leading 
others to His footstool. 

In this case too was Christ glorified in 
the salvation of a precious soul. And here 
let me put a qucstioxv to iVve reader. 
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Have you in this way glorified Christ ? 
I know not who you may be, into whose 
hands this book has fallen ; you may dwell 
in town or country; you may be a busy 
active man of business; or you may have 
your sphere of work within some quiet home, 
but I ask you, has your conversion brought 
honour to Christ ? Have you been brought 
back to the fold by the Good Shepherd? 
Have you learned to know your sin, and 
have you brought that sin for pardon to the 
Saviour? Are you in Christ, or out of 
Christ ? Are you guided by the Spirit, or 
by the flesh ? Are you a child of this world, 
or a true-born child of God ? 

If as yet you are far from peace, far from 
Christ, far from God, I ask you to consider 
your position, and to see your danger. You 
know not what changes may soon be coming 
to you. Even now you may be standing 
on the very brink of the grave, and you all 
unprepared to meet it. 

A beautiful story is told in history of the 
Duke of Argyll, and the quiet peace he en- 
joyed in anticipation of death. A privy 
councillor came in to see him in his cell, 
and found him sleeping in his irons the 
peaceful sleep of infancy. The conscience 
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of the man smote him^ for he had been 
seduced by bribes to oppress Christ's people. 
In an agony of remorse and shame he flung 
himself on his couch. A friend asked him, 
" What has disturbed you ? '' *^ I have been 
in Argyll's prison," he replied. **I have 
seen him within an hour of eternity sleeping 
as peacefully as ever man did. But as for 
me 1 " 

Suppose you were ''within an hour of 
eternity/' where is your peace? What 
would be your thought? 

Why, then, not seek peace and life and 
salvation now — this very day — this very 
moment? Why not humbly offer this 
prayer as a sinner, if you cannot as a 
Christian? — 

"Lord Jesus, glorify Thyself in me! 
Glorify Thy name as Saviour, in saving me 
from the guilt and power of old sins. 
Magnify the riches of Thy grace in the 
forgiveness of all that is past, and in raising 
me to a new and holy life I '^ 

Not in vain shall you thus seek Christ. 
He will pardon. He will cleanse. He will 
save you to the uttermost, and thus mani- 
fest His own glory in your everlasting 
salvsition. 
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II. Christ is glorified when His people 
bear His image in the world. 

Christ, in His risen, glorified body, is at 
the Father's right hand. He is no longer 
here on earth, as once He was, mingling 
with sinners, and yet pure from the least 
taint of evil. But He is exalted far above 
all principalities and powers, fulfilling His 
mediatorial office, and awaiting the day 
when all enemied shall be put under His 
feet. But He has left you and me^ if we be 
indeed His people, to live, and walk, and 
act as His representatives here below. 

We are to let His beauty be seen upon 
us. We are to let the power of His Spirit 
so work in us, that in the eyes of the world 
around may be manifested some rays of His 
glorious ^holiness. We are to go forth 
clothed in His meekness, His purity. His 
love, His heavenliness. His unselfishness, 
that sinners about us may gain some faint 
idea of His grace through His likeness seen 
in us. Thus Christ is glorified in His 
Church. When, frpm beneath the bumble 
garb of some lowly disciple, there shines 
forth something of Christ, something of 
what He was here on earth, here is a sermon 
which none can gainsay, here is an appeal 
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to the human conscience^ more eloquent 
than the most powerful address ever made 
from the pulpit. Christian^ do you thus 
glorify Christ day by day ? Does your life 
speak so distinctly and plainly for Christ 
thdt men cannot fail to hear ? Does your 
temper^ your tone of thought and speech^ 
bear witness that you walk continually 
before God ? 

Do you carry Christ with you, wherever 
you go ? Do men take knowledge of you 
that you have been with Him and that He 
is with you ? Is there transparent sincerity 
in what you say, and unsullied integrity 
in all your actions ? Is there the spirit of 
constant self-sacrifice — trampling self under 
foot, and spending time and money and life 
for the welfare of others ? Is there a deep 
hatred of sin as sin, and a desire to do the 
will of God under all circumstances? Is 
there a fixed determination rather to die 
than wilfully to break a single command, 
or cast a shadow of dishonour on the name 
of Him who loved you ? 

You may have seen a beautiful picture 
which was in the Royal Academy a few years 
ago. It is called — ^'Diana or Christ.^' It is a 
Christian maiden who nvUI not dishonour her 
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Saviour. "Let her but cast a few grains 
of incense on the shrine of Diana^ and she 
shall be free/' 

Nay, not one grain will she cast. Her 
steadfastness draws a tear from many an 
eye. Even the young women who are 
votaries of the goddess cannot but weep. 
But she is " faithful unto death/' She can 
die ; but she cannot, and she will not, bring 
reproach on Him who bought her. 

Is there with you something of this spirit ? 
Do you desire to have far more of it ? Do 
you "long to be like Jesus," and every 
moment to live devotedly and wholly tfr 
His service ? 

Then for this purpose plead with Him 
this prayer, '^ Lord Jesus, glorify Thyself 
in me I *' 

in. Christ is glorified in His people 
when they manifest unswerving loyalty to 
His truth. 

The glory of Christ is bound up in the 
truth which He proclaimed. He came to 
"bear witness of the truth/' His whole 
life and teaching was to set forth the truth. 
Yea, more, the very essence of truth is 
Christ Himself, in all His work and offices. 
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Hence in any way to change that which 
He taught^ to add to it some new doctrine, 
or to cut out some element of His teaching, 
is to dishonour Him in His great office of 
Prophet of His Church, and to cast a slur 
upon His infinite wisdom. 

Or look at it in another light. He is the 
Divine Physician, and the truths revealed 
in Holy Scripture are the unfailing specific 
for the wounds and diseases of our sinful 
humanity. The doctrine of the Fall and 
of man^s exceeding depravity, the solemn 
penalty of eternal death decreed for the 
breach of God's holy Law, the boundless 
grace which brings a free pardon in Christ's 
blood to the greatest offender, the need of the 
Holy Ghost to renew the soul in His image, 
a life of good works the fruit of a living faith 
— these are the truths which God employs 
for the recovery and salvation of the sinner. 
But you must not tamper with this healing 
balm. You must not add a new element, 
or imagine that you can well dispense with 
one or other of these truths. You must not 
cut out the severity of Divine judgment 
against sin, and tone down the awful de- 
nunciations of the Word by some strained 
and novel interpretation. You must not 
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add a new element by turning the ambas- 
sador of Christ into a sacrificing priest, or 
block up the way to the Mercy-Seat by 
instructing men that they must confess 
their sins to a fellow-mortal, or change the 
purpose of the sacraments by making them 
aught else than precious means of grace, 
and as such only helpful and profitable when 
used aright and in the spirit of true faith. 

In every way be thoroughly loyal to 
God's truth. Be not moved by the shifting 
winds of human opinion. Be not drawn 
aside by loud pretensions of superior Church- 
manship. Cleave to the Word in all the 
breadth of the truths which it proclaims. 
Accept nothing which is not therein revealed 
or may be proved thereby. Be a standard- 
bearer in the army of Christ, and let that 
standard be an open Bible. So will you 
glorify Christ and obey His precept — 
"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are 
they which testify of Me'' (John v. 39). 

IV. Christ is glorified in the believing 
prayers and intercessions of His people. 

Every petition that is offered in His 
name, every true approach to the throne of 
grace through His mediation, every act of 
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heartfelt praise presented through Him to 
the Father, brings glory and honour to Him 
as our Great High Priest. 

O that we knew more the value of prayer! 
Day by day we may hear a voice — "Ask 
what I shall give thee.'* A merciful Father 
is ever stretching out to us hands full of 
precious gifts, and we have but to stretch 
out the hand of faith to receive them« 
Christ delights to present our humble 
desires and petitions^ and by His own 
worthiness to ensure a gracious answer* 

Then let the Christian glorify Christ by 
the reality, the earnestness, and the fre- 
quency of his prayers. Be often a beggar 
at heaven's gate. Often climb Mount 
Olivet and breathe your longings there* In 
times of trouble ^^get you to the Lord right 
humbly " and trustfully, and soon your sighs 
shall be turned into songs of joy. In times 
of temptation flee to the Lord in prayer, 
and He will be your sure refuge. In times 
of hard toil and multiplied duties mingle 
your work with prayer, and it shall be 
sweetened by some blessed token of God's 
presence. And in each and all of these 
seasons might you not find comfort and 
help in the pray« vjVv\eh U at the heading 
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of this address ? — " Lord Jesus, glorify Thy- 
self in me!*^ Surely this will adapt itself 
to each varying circumstance^ for what but 
blessing can eome to you from anything, if 
in it Christ be glorified ? 

And may not this prayer suggest the very 
highest form of intercession on behalf of 
those you love, or those for whom you 
desire to pray ? Substitute for the last word 
of the petition, the name of parent or child, 
husband or wife, friend or neighbour, and 
you ask for them the very greatest benefit 
it is possible to conceive. For if Christ 
glorify Himself in them, if He glorify in 
them His present mercy, grace, love, and 
power, what present and eternal gladness 
must assuredly be theirs! 

V. Christ is glorified in the souls you lead 
to His footstool. 

Remember that every soul brought to 
Christ is a jewel of priceless worth taken 
out of the mire of sin and ignorance and 
fixed in the Redeemer's crown, to shine 
brightly there for evermore. Every soul 
saved is a kingdom rescued from rebellion 
and anarchy, and established in peace and 
security under the sway of the great K.iu^* 
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Therefore, if you would glorify Christy yield 
yourself up to Him to go forth on His 
errands, to carry His messages to the lost 
and perishing, and by kindntss, by perse- 
vering effort, by earnest prayer, endeavour 
to fetch home to His fold those that are 
gone astray. 

Go and read the Word of God to some 
child of sorrow, or to some one laid low on 
a sick-bed, and the Good Spirit will go forth 
with you and touch the conscience and teach 
that tried one to find rest in Jesus. 

Get five minutes' quiet talk with a work- 
ing man coming home from his daily toil, 
and who can tell but you may drop the 
right word which may be to him a seed of 
eternal life? 

Strive to find out those you mingle with 
in society where there is a sense of want 
and unrest, and lend the Christian book, or 
strive to gain their ear for the sweet message 
of forgiveness and complete salvation in 
Christ. 

Be as an elder brother or sister amongst 
the young ones. Show them what a bright 
and happy service is that of the Lord Jesus. 
Try to encourage the least beginning of 
better things, and pomt owt the steps by 
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which they may rise above the temptations 
that surround them. 

It will not be lost labour. If only you 
look for Christ to guide and direct you, 
there will be some result for each eflTort, and 
perhaps when you speak the least God will 
bless most your desire to do good. A few 
months ago I heard an instance of this. A 
chaplain was going his rounds in the gaol 
at Chatham. In one cell he *saw a man 
who was a pitiable object He had often 
been in prison for his crimes, and he deter- 
mined that he would not perform the 
ordinary prison work. So he managed to 
wound and injure himself that he was 
scarcely able to stand. The chaplain, when, 
he saw him, only said, ^^ Poor fellow/^ and 
dropped a tear; but this was to him the 
most powerful sermon he ever heard. It 
led him to think there must be something 
good in religion, and he began to read the 
Bible, which was lying on the shelf. Before 
long he began earnestly to pray ; and when 
he left the prison, he proved the reality of 
his repentance by doing what he could for 
his aged mother, whom before he had treated 
with unkindness and neglect 

Will you not, then^ endeavour to honour 
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Christ by daily efforts to win others for 
Him? 

** Lord, ftrengtfaen mc^ that while I stand 
Firm 0fi the rock and strong in Thec^ 
I majr stretch oat a helping hand 
To stmgglen with the stocmj 



O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The predoos things Thoa dost impart. 

And wii^ my words that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart." 

I remember a monument erected to the 
learned and judicious Hooker in the church 
where he used to preach, by one whom he 
had led to Christ, and upon it the words of 
St Paul — '* In Christ Jesus I have begotten 
you through the Gospel/' May it not be 
in the Great Day that that one soul brought 
to the fold of the Good Shepherd may be 
seen to be as great a cause of rejoicing as 
the able works he wrote, and which have 
been from year to year studied by successive 
generations at the universities ? 

And let me add here, how it glorifies 
Christ when parents seek for their children 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
in preference to earthly gain or high posi- 
tion, OT any of those things which most 
men make their ido\. 
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Some time ago I heard of a remark made 
by an officer in the army before his death. 
*' I want you/' said he, *' to seek no worldly 
advantages for my daughters. I want them 
to know the Lord, and to meet me in 
Heaven/' 

Let me also add another remark. Greatly 
is Christ glorified when His people watch 
over the weak ones for Him, and nourish 
and cherish them, so that they may not fail. 

A young swift in the Highlands lay on 
the ground, apparently quite unable to fly. 
A young lady gave it a few crumbs, and put 
it in a safe warm corner in the garden. The 
next morning she gave it a few more crumbs, 
and took it up in her hand, and then threw 
it up a short distance. The little creature, 
refreshed and strengthened by the care it 
had received, spread its wings and flew away, 
quite happy and strong. 

And what may not a little Christian 
care and kindness do for some weak one 
who may be ready to perish ? 

All such thoughtful considerateness is 
very pleasing to the Saviour, and not a cup 
of cold water or a few crumbs of the bread 
of life thus bestowed shall ever lose their 
reward. 
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VI. Christ is glorified when His people 
^lory in Him, and in Him alone. 

It is written — " Of Him {i.e., God) are ye 
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption : that, according as it 
is written. He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord'* (i Cor. i. 30, 31). 

There is nothing in the world in which 
we can glory. Its possessions, its pleasures, 
its pomp and show, its praise and flattery, 
what are they ? What are they but as the 
air-bubbles which little children blow, glit- 
tering for a moment with blue and golden 
rays, and then bursting, and they are 
gone. 

There is nothing in self in which we can 
glory. "What hast thou that thou didst 
not receive ? ** In self there is nothing but 
darkness, hardness, weakness, poverty, misery, 
sin. No single good thing ever did come, or 
«ver could come from sinful man. Try to 
bring anything of yourself as a ground of 
acceptance with God, and you must invari- 
ably fail. Of yourself you cannot think a 
right thought, cherish a right feeling, utter 
a right word, or do the least action pleasing 
to God. Never, never look to self for any- 
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thing. Never despair because you find your 
own resources utterly in vain. God knew 
it beforehand, and He tells you so repeatedly 
in His Word. 

But in Christ you may glory. He is the 
grand reservoir of all spiritual grace and 
blessing. " It hath pleased the Father that 
in Him should all fulness dwell." In Him 
there is pardon and peace through the blood 
of His Cross. In Him there is unfailing 
power to lift you above temptation, and to 
enable you to walk with God. In Him 
there is light and wisdom^ guidance and 
direction, for every step of the journey. In 
Him there is a calm rest, a spring of deepest 
consolation for all the changes of our mortal 
life. 

Glory in Christ, and in Him only. Glory 
in Him as your faithful Shepherd, who will 
care for you, and guard you, and restore you, 
and keep you even to the end. Glory in 
Him as your Physician, who will heal your 
wounds, and bind up the bleeding, broken 
heart.. Glory in Him as your Great High 
Priest, who will ever plead your cause before 
the Throne. Glory in Him as your King, 
who reigns over the events of Providence, 
and will make all things work together for 
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yoor good. Glory in Him as your Mighty 
Redeemer, who will delirer you from every 
enemy, and make you conqueror over all. 
Glorv in Him as your Portion, remember- 
ing that when all else shall take wings and 
flee away, — ^when the home is broken up, 
and dear ones die, and means grow less, 
and health decays, and opportunities for 
doing Christ's work pass by, yea, when 
everything on earth fails you. He will be 
your everlasting treasure, and your un- 
changeable Friend. 

And let this glorying be seen by your 
entire resignation to His will, and by choos- 
ing His path rather than your own. 

" Not I, but Christ ! ** Lord, choose for me. 
And make me love what pleaseth Thee. 

" Not I, but Christ ! ** His wiU be done, 
And mine with His be merged in one. 

Myself no longer would I see, 
But Jesus crucified for me. 

His eye to guide, His voice to cheer. 
His mighty arm for ever near. 

" Not I, but Christ I " Lord, let this be 
A motto throughout life for me. 
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